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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Dear Birders, 


In taking over the production duties for The Kentucky Warbler our group has looked to 
make gradual changes to the content of the journal. Some of these changes have been 
slight and may not have been easily noticed but one change will be pretty obvious in 
regards to the included report on the Kentucky Christmas Bird Counts. Christmas Bird 
Count reports are usually broken up into a summary (containing information on who 
participated, the weather conditions and highlights of the count) and the hard data on all 
the birds counted. Last year we had the summary in the journal and the count numbers 
included on a large sheet inserted into the journal. This year we are trying out a different 
approach by including only the summary in the journal and posting the data on the 
Kentucky Ornithological Society website (birdky.org). Those who would like a printed 
copy of the data or would like to see it return to the journal next year can contact me 
directly. Apart from this obvious change I would also be interested in people's thoughts 
on content and, being aware that this is a journal, of any other changes they would like 
to see. 


As a follow-up to the article titled “Protecting Established Henslow’s Sparrow Breeding 
Colonies Through Selective Haying” written in the previous issue, the birds returned 
and nested in the fields at Talon Winery this year. This is important as it indicates that 
conserving just a small area of grassland and haying the rest did not interfere with the 
birds nor dissuade the birds from returning the following year. The haying was stalled 
long enough to allow the birds to double brood. This is a great instance where the 
actions of a few people can have a dramatic effect on the survivability of nesting birds 
and bring a greater understanding of managing land for the benefit of the birds. 


Happy Birding 


Ronan O’ Carra 


Note: This issue was published later than normal, and after the annual KOS Board member elec- 
tions occurred. The listing at left shows the board composition at the time of normal publication. 
Below are the new board members elected in September of 2021: 


e Vice-President, Jeremy Teague, Calvert City 

e § Councillor, 2019-2022, Nancy Braun, Lexington (finishing Jeremy Teague’s term) 
e Councillor, 2021—2024, Carol Besse, Louisville 

e Councillor, 2021-2024, Donna Stricklin, Madisonville 
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THE FALL SEASON, AUGUST-NOVEMBER 2020 


Ronan O’ Carra 


Climatic conditions during fall 2020 were about average. Temperatures for August through 
October were normal but it was significantly warmer during November (4.1-4.8°F above normal) 
regionwide. Rainfall in Kentucky was highly variable, both as a whole and across the regions, 
through the season. August had a statewide average increase of 1.4in [+2.0in (West), +1.9in 
(Central), +0.7in (Bluegrass), +1.1in (East)]; September was close to average with a statewide 
average increase of 0.7in (+0.lin, +0.5in, +0.7in, +1.2in); October had a statewide average 
increase of 1.7in (+2.6in, +1.4in, +2.2in, +0.8in); November had a statewide average loss of 1.4in 
(-1.91n, -1.7in, -1.1in, -1.0in). 


Sightings are extracted mainly from eBird with supplementary records from the BirdKy listserv. 
Comments about previous Kentucky bird records rely on the Annotated Checklist (Palmer-Ball, 
Jr., 2019). The species order is based on the Kentucky State List of Birds (Yandell, 2019), with 
review species being capitalized and state firsts underlined. This fall season provided a normal 
mix of unusual species, but the shorebird migration was particularly unremarkable. The list of 
rarities included Yellow Rail, Purple Gallinule, Wood Stork, two Magnificent Frigatebirds, 
Brown Pelican, Roseate Spoonbill, Swallow-tailed Kite, Prairie Falcon, Northern Shrike, and 
Yellow-headed Blackbird. Winter finches staged an impressive flight in comparison to recent 
years with reports of most irruptive species plus a plethora of Red-breasted Nuthatches. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these reports have 
been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports of out-of-season 
birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic documentation. This 
documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions 
regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The 
Kentucky Warbler. 


Abbreviations—County names appear in italics, when used to separate dates, the “/” symbol is 
used in place of “and”; “ba.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the bird was banded; 
“ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was documented with photo- 
graph(s); “au.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was documented with a 
voice recording; “+” next to an observer’s initials indicates that written details about identification 
or number were submitted with the report; “m.ob.” within observer initials indicates that the 
observation was seen by multiple observers. “per. comm.” after an observer’s initials indicates 
that the report was personally communicated to the subsequent reporter. Location information and 
observer codes are listed after the report. 


BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK —- reported from 18 August (RSh, m.ob.); other 


KBRC review required. There were two 
reports: 1 continuing from summer at the 
Knob Lick Transient Lake, Metcalfe, that 
was last seen 15 November (ph. RSh, m.ob.) 
and 2 at Former Camp #11 Mine, Union, on 
12 August (ph. BPa). 


Snow Goose — 3000 were at Sauerheber, 


Henderson, by 1 December (KM). 


Ross’s Goose — The possible permanent 


resident at Basil Griffin Park, Warren, was 


reports of interest included 1 at Lake Shelby, 
Shelby, 14 November (ph. LMc m.ob.), 1 at 
Lexington, Fayette, 15-17 November (NBr, 
m.ob.) and 2 north of Whickerville, Hart, 
17/20 November (ph. RSh/ ph. JSo). 


Greater White-fronted Goose — An unspeci- 


fied number heard at LBL, Trigg, (SRe), and 
8 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, (HCh), both 
7 October, were the earliest to be reported; 
an estimated 1000 were at Sauerheber, 
Henderson, 20 November (ph. CCr) with 
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200 there 26 November (TGr, SGr). Other 
reports of interest included 54 over Beckley 
Creek Park, Jefferson, 15 October (ph. LKa); 
and 8 over south Jefferson, 22 November 
(BPa) 


Cackling Goose — There were no reports. 


Tundra Swan — 13 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 
28 October (ph. CCr) were the earliest 
returning birds to be reported; the species 
went unreported elsewhere. 


Blue-winged Teal — 500 at Former Camp #11 
Mine, Union, 31 August (BPa) and 375 at 
Adkins Swamp, Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 5 
September (RRo) represented the peak 
counts for the season; 1 at Walnut Creek 
embayment, Barren River Lake, Allen, 21 
November (*JBe) and 2 north of Whicker- 
ville, Hart, 17 November (ph. RSh), were 
the latest to be reported. 


Northern Shoveler — 5 at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 12 August (ph. BPa) were either 
very early migrants or a local family group; 
next earliest were singles at Former Camp 
#11 Mine, Union, 23 August (BPa) and at 
Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 27 August (HCh). 


Gadwall — 200 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 1 
November (STp, m.ob.) and 200 at Sauer- 
heber, Henderson, 26 November (TGr, SGr) 
represented modest peak counts for the 
season. 


American Wigeon — 100 at Sauerheber, 
Henderson, 26 November (TGr, SGr) 
represented the peak count for the season. 


Northern Pintail — 1 at Melco, Jefferson, 29 
August (fSBr, ph. GWa, m.ob.) was the 
earliest to be reported; around 75 in the 
Lower Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 1 October 
(BPa) and 46 at Long Point, Fulton, 24 
September (ALy, DRe) represented the peak 
counts for the season. 


Green-winged Teal — 1 at Horseshoe Road 
Slough, Henderson, 8/23 August (fBPa) was 
the earliest to be reported; 130 along Lawson 
-Poindexter Road, Todd, 24 November (JHa, 
m.ob.) and 100 at Former Camp #11 Mine, 
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Union, on 14 October (BPa, RHi, EHo) 
represented the peak counts for the season. 


Canvasback — 1 above Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, 25 October (LBo) was the earliest to 
be reported. 


Redhead — 1| on Lake Linville, Rockcastle, 29 
August ({RDe) was continuing from sum- 
mer; 3 at Sandy Watkins Park, Henderson, 
21 October (AFr) and 5 above Wolf Creek 
Dam, Russell, 25 October (LBo) were the 
earliest migrants to be reported; 250 on the 
Ohio River at Louisville, Jefferson, (BPa, 
m.ob.) and 130 at Jacobson Park, Fayette, 
(KBi, m.ob.) both 22 November, represented 
the season peak counts. 


Ring-necked Duck — 1 along Lawson- 
Poindexter Road, Todd, 24 August (ph. JHa) 
may have summered; earliest likely migrants 
were singles in the Lower Hickman Bottoms, 
Fulton, | October (ph. BPa) and on Owsley 
Fork Reservoir, Madison, 12 October (ph. 
MEr, DAn). 


Greater Scaup — 2 at Green Turtle Bay 30 
October (HCh) and 2 at Jacobson Park, 
Fayette, 2 November (*KBi, ph. NBr) were 
the earliest to be reported. 


Lesser Scaup — 4 on Lake Barkley at Kuttawa, 
Lyon, (ph. TQu), and 11 there 8 September 
(+BPa) were continuing summering birds; 10 
above Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 24 October 
(RDe) were the earliest migrants to be 
reported. An estimated 2000 at Green Turtle 
Bay 18/24 November (HCh/HCh, JPo, MEa) 
and 1000 on Lake Barkley, Trigg, 21 
November (HCh) represented the peak 
counts for the season. 


Surf Scoter — There were nine reports: one at 
Waitsboro, Lake Cumberland, Pulaski (ph. 
RDe), and 6 above Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, (¥LBo), both 25 October; 1 on Lake 
Liberty, Casey, 26 October (ph. RDe) with 
up to 6 [ph. BPa (29 October) and ph. RDe 
(31 October)] in subsequent weeks; 2 at 
Waitsboro, Lake Cumberland, Pulaski 29 
October (ph. RDe); 15 on Freeman Lake, 
Hardin, 30 October (RHe, ph. RSh, m.ob.); 1 
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above Smithland Dam, Livingston, 20 
November (JBa, BPa); 2 on KY Lake, 
Marshall, 21 November (*BPa); 5 on the 
Ohio River at Cox’s Park, Jefferson, 22 
November (ph. BPa); and 4 on the Larue 


County Sportsman’s Lake, Larue, 24 
November (JSn, ph. RMe, ph. JSo). 
White-winged Scoter — There were two 


reports: singles on the Ohio River at Louis- 
ville, Jefferson, 17 November through the 
end of the season (SKi, JKi, m.ob.) and on 
KY Lake, Marshall, 21 November (*BPa). 


Black Scoter — There were five reports: 3 on 
the Ohio River at Louisville, Jefferson, 25 
October (ph. EHo, m.ob.); 5 on the Ohio 
River at Six-Mile Island, Jefferson, 26 
October (ph. BPa); 1 east of Shepherdsville, 
Bullitt, 27 October (ph. LMc); 8 above Wolf 
Creek Dam, Russell, 7 November (ph. LBo); 
and one on KY Lake, Marshall, 21 Novem- 
ber (f BPa). 


Long-tailed Duck — There were no reports. 


Bufflehead — Singles on Camp Ernst Lake, 
Boone (OSI) and above Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, (LBo), both 25 October, were the 
earliest to be reported; 130 on Lake Barkley, 
Trigg, 18 November (JHa, IKi) represented 
the peak count for the season. 


Common Goldeneye — | on a farm pond in 
Bourbon 2 November (ph. RGr) and 30 on 
KY Lake, Marshall, 3 November (CBI) were 
the earliest to be reported; 400 at Green 
Turtle Bay 24 November (HCh, JPo, MEa) 
represented the peak count for the season. 


Common Merganser — | at Jacobson Park, 
Fayette, 31 October/1 November (ph. CFi, 
m.ob.) was quite early. 


Red-breasted Merganser — 4 on the Ohio 
River at Louisville, Jefferson, 28 October 
(+SBr, ,MBr) were the earliest to be report- 
ed. 


Ruddy Duck — | at Camp #9 Coal Preparation 
Plant ponds, Union, and 17 at Former Camp 
#11 Mine, Union, both 14 October (BPa, 
RHi, EHo) were the earliest to be reported. 
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Pied-billed Grebe — As is the norm, a few 
apparent migrants began showing up by mid- 
August with the earliest being one on the 
Ohio River, Boone, 11 August (ph. TYo). 


Horned Grebe — 75 on the Ohio River at 
Louisville, Jefferson, 22 November (JBa, 
m.ob.) represented a modest peak count for 
the season. One above Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, 11 October (fLBo) was the earliest 
to be reported 


Red-necked Grebe — There was one report: 
one on Barren River Lake 5/7/11 November 
(TDu/+RWa/tLBo). 


Eared Grebe — There were no reports. 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE — KBRC review 
required. 1 was present on the southside of 
Lexington (some distance from where others 
have been present the past couple of years), 
Fayette, 5/23 September (ph. DPa). 


Yellow-billed Cuckoo — Several individuals 
lingered into the last week of October, but 
singles at Oak Grove, Christian, 2 Novem- 
ber (ph. STh, m.ob.) and at Milton, Carroll, 
3 November (*RGm) were particularly 
tardy. 


Black-billed Cuckoo — There were three 
reports: singles at Mammoth Cave NP, 
Barren, 5 September (*LCr), on Anchorage 
Trail, Jefferson, 12 September (PBI, JBI), 
and at Riney B. Park, Jessamine, 12 October 
(FSPe). 


Common Merganser—Fayette Co. 
1 November 2020, Teresa Noel 
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Common Nighthawk — 270 over Somerset, 
Pulaski, 30 August (EWe, BWe); 250-300 
over Bowling Green, Warren, 13 September 
(TDu); 150 over Elizabethtown, Hardin, 26 
August (JSn); and 100 over southwest 
Wayne 2 September (LBo) represented the 
season’s peak counts. Singles north of 
Wilmore, Jessamine, 12 October (SPe) and 
at Lexington, Fayette, 15 October (MOI) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Eastern Whip-poor-will — 1 heard at King- 
dom Come SP, Harlan, 12 September 
(*DPa) was the latest to be reported. 


Chimney Swift — 405 at Lexington, Fayette, 7 
August (TBr) and 200 at the J.J. Audubon 
SP wetlands, Henderson, 18 September 
(KM1) represented the season’s peak counts; 
5 at Lexington, Fayette, 18 October (DSt) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird -— A_ few 
individuals lingered into the 3™ week of 
October, but 1 at Crestwood, Oldham, 
lingered to 17 November (ph. JCa). 


Rufous Hummingbird — There were four 
reports: an immature male at Paducah, 
McCracken, from late October (DHa, ph. 
JTe, ba. BPa); an immature male on Old 
Tousey Road, west Grayson, around 6-11 
November (ph. MNe, ba. BPa); an immature 
male on the northwest side of Danville, 
Boyle, from early November (KWa,_ ph. 
EWa, ba. BPa); an adult female east of 
Winchester, Clark, from 16 November (ph. 
LFi, ba. BPa). Also reported was a female/ 
immature type Rufous/Allen’s in Boone, 24 
September (fTY0). 


YELLOW RAIL — KBRC review required. 
Singles were flushed at Sauerheber, Hender- 
son, 4/10 October (*BPa, m.ob./ }BPa, 
m.ob.). 


Virginia Rail — There were reports from two 
locales: singles at Muck Lake, Sinclair, 
Muhlenberg, 5/8 August (TGr, SGr/JSo) and 
2 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 4 October (BPa, 
ph. STh, m.ob.). 


Sora — 25 at the Duck Island Refuge, Lake 
Barkley, Trigg, 1 October (WGr) and at least 
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15 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 4/10 October 
(EHo, m.ob./JWh, m.ob.) represented the 
peak counts for the season. One heard at 
Jacobson Park, Fayette, 3 November (DSv, 
KBu) was the latest to be reported. 


Purple Gallinule—Fayette Co. 
2 November 2020, Fred Fahmy 


PURPLE GALLINULE -— KBRC review 
required. Quite extraordinary was 1 at 
Jacobson Park, Fayette, 2 November (ph. 
FFa). 


Common Gallinule — There were two reports: 
2 at Former Camp #11 Mine, Union, during 
12-31 August (ph. BPa) and 1 heard at Long 
Point, Fulton, 21 September (ALy). 


American Coot — Singles likely continuing 
from summer were reported at Lexington 
Reservoir #4, Fayette, 10 August (DSv, 
LCo) and along Upper Bottom Road, Fulton, 
6/17 August (HCh, JPo). 


Sandhill Crane — Around 2000 over Hundred 
Acre Pond, Hart, 28 November (JSo, ASo) 
represented the season’s peak count and was 
part of the first good flight of the fall season 
that day. 


Black-necked Stilt — 4 (a likely migratory 
family group) at the Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, 
Franklin, 29 August (ph. KWi, m.ob.) 
represented the season’s only report and 
second for the locale (the state’s first ever 
report of this species came from this locale 
in July 1976!). 


American Avocet — There were reports from 
seven locales: 2 at the Falls of the Ohio, 
Jefferson, 18 August (JSd, m.ob.); 47 at 
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Horse Pond Slough, Henderson, 31 August 
(ph. BPa) with 1 there 14 September (ph. 
CCr, RRo ); 1 at the Little River embayment, 
Lake Barkley, Trigg, 2 September (ph. CBI) 
with 7 there 8 September (ph. BPa, m.ob.); 4 
at the Louisville Water Company Ponds, 
Jefferson, 13 September (ph. JBa, m.ob.); 1 
at Former Camp #11 Mine, Union, on 22 
September (ph. BPa); 1 at Cave Run Lake 
Dam, Bath, 29 September (ph. ALy); and 1 
at Bailey’s Point, Barren River Lake, Allen, 
5 November (TDu, *BBr). 


Black-bellied Plover — 2 at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, were the latest to be reported 
(HCh, JTe). 


American Golden-Plover — 7 at Melco, 
Jefferson, 28 September (ph. BPa) represent- 
ed a relatively modest peak count for the 
season; 3 on a farm pond southwest of 
Trenton, Todd, 4 October (JHa) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Killdeer — Peak counts during the season 
included 490 along Smokey Road, Ballard, 
19 August (BPa) and 300 at Guthrie Swamp, 
Todd, 27 November (JHa, IK1). 


Semipalmated Plover — The first fall migrants 
for this species were recorded in the previous 
seasonal report. 1 at Blood River, Calloway, 
2 October (HCh) was the latest to be report- 
ed. 


Piping Plover — There was one report: | at Fox 
Chase Pond, Wayne, 13—14 September (ph. 
RDe, m.ob.). 


— : a ae = 
Piping Plover—Wayne Co. 
14 September 2020, Tommy Quarles 
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Upland Sandpiper — 3 heard over Open Pond, 
Fulton, 20 August (fBPa) represented the 
only report for the season. 


Ruddy Turnstone — There were only three 
reports: 1 at the mouth of Lick Creek, Lake 
Barkley, Lyon, 29 August (CBI, BPa, m.ob.); 
6 at the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 31 
August (RHi, m.ob.); and 1 at Island No. 9, 
Fulton, 14 September (BPa). 


Stilt Sandpiper — The first fall migrants for 
this species were recorded in the previous 
seasonal report. 17 at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, 8 September (BPa) and 25 along 
Uniontown-Mt. Vernon Road, Union, 22 
September (ph. BPa) represented the 
season’s peak counts. Singles at Former 
Camp #11 Mine, Union, on 14 October 
(EHo, RHi, BPa) and along Love Knob 
Road, Metcalfe, 3 November (ph. RSh) were 
the latest to be reported. 


Sanderling — A very poor showing this season 
with only 1-4 reported as follows: 1 at 
Melco, Jefferson, 30 August—2 September 
(ph. MCa, m.ob.); singles at the Falls of the 
Ohio, Jefferson, on several dates 31 August— 
13. September (RHi, m.ob.) with up to 4 
there 28 September (JBa); 1 at Minor Clark, 
Rowan, \—11 September (DSv, LCo, m.ob.); 
1 at the Fishing Creek embayment of Lake 
Cumberland, Pulaski, 9 September (RDe); 2 
on the Mississippi River, Hickman, 14 
September (ALy); and 3 at Island No. 1, 
Carlisle, 15 September (BPa); 


Dunlin — 3 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 28 
September (HCh) were the earliest to be 
reported; 63 at Guthrie Swamp, TJodd, 25 
October (ph. JHa) and 166 at Jonathan 
Creek, Marshall, 28 October (HCh, MEa) 
represented the peak counts for the season. 


Baird’s Sandpiper — 1-3 were reported at 
mostly traditional locales 23 August—23 
October; 2 north of Wilmore, Jessamine, 29 
August (ph. ROc) represented a first for the 
county; singles at Melco, Jefferson, 19 
October (ph. BPa) and at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, 23 October (HCh) were the latest 
to be reported. 
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Least Sandpiper — Around 100 at Island No. 
9, Fulton, 20 August (BPa) and 65 at Melco, 
Jefferson, 30 August (MAu) represented the 
only counts of more than 50 reported during 
the season. As has become the norm, small 
numbers lingered at several locales into late 
November. 


Stilt Sandpiper—Rowan Co. 
30 August 2020, Teresa Noel 


White-rumped Sandpiper — There were only 
three reports: singles at Minor Clark, Rowan, 
16/21 August (ph. DLa, m.ob./JSo) and 2 at 
Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 24 September 
(HCh). 


Buff-breasted Sandpiper — 1-6 were reported 
from mostly traditional locales 14 August— 
20 September; the high count (6) was 
reported from Horseshoe Road Slough, 
Henderson, 4 September (RRo); 3 were at 
Minor Clark, Rowan, 1-2 September (DSv, 
LCo, m.ob.); 2 at Frogue Pond, Todd, 27 
August (ph. JHa) were a local first. 


Pectoral Sandpiper — 61 at Horseshoe Road 
Slough, Henderson, 16 August (BPa) 
represented a very modest peak count for the 
season; 3 north of Whickerville, Hart, 27 
November (JSo) were exceptionally late. 


Semipalmated Sandpiper — 31 on the Missis- 
sipp! River, Hickman, 14 September (ALy), 
30 at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 4 September 
(JHa), and 25 at Minor Clark, Rowan, 20/22 
August (DSv, LCo/RDe) represented modest 
peak counts for the season. One at Jonathan 
Creek, Marshall, 5 October (CBI) was the 
latest to be reported. 
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Western Sandpiper — Reports of interest 
included 2 at Lake No. 9, Fulton, 6 August 
(HCh, JPo); 1-2 at Minor Clark, Rowan, 19 
August-11 September (ph. VSa, m.ob.); a 
peak count of 7 at Frogue Pond, Todd, 27 
August (ph. JHa); and 2 at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, 7 October (HCh) with 1 lingering 
there to 23 October (HCh). 


Short-billed Dowitcher — Quite a _ poor 
showing this fall with only 1—2 reported at 
about a half-dozen locales; 1 was at Minor 
Clark, Rowan, 29 August (ph. BWu, m.ob.). 


Long-billed Dowitcher — There were reports 
from five locales: 5 at Former Camp #11 
Mine, Union, on 14 October (BPa, RHi, 
EHo); 1-3 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 20- 
28 October (BPa, HCh, MEa); 2 at Blood 
River, Calloway, 23 October (HCh); 1 at the 
Fishing Creek embayment of Lake Cumber- 
land, Pulaski, 24 October (ph. RDe); and 2 
north of Whickerville, Hart, 17 November 
(ph. RSh). 


American Woodcock — 7 at the Jenny Hole 
Unit Sloughs WMA, Henderson, 30 October 
(+KM1) represented a nice peak count for the 
Species in a season when it is seldom 
encountered. 


Wilson’s Snipe — Singles at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 22 July (+BPa) and at Horseshoe 
Road Slough, Henderson, 7 August (BPa) 
were the earliest to be reported; 30 at 
Sauerheber, Henderson, 4 October (MAu) 
represented a very modest peak count for the 
season. 


Spotted Sandpiper — Singles on the Ohio 
River at Louisville, Jefferson, 26 October 
(tRMa), at Minor Clark, Rowan, 28 October 
(ph. JHn), and at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, 
Franklin, 7 November (ph. RCh) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Solitary Sandpiper — | with an injured leg at 
Hays Kennedy Park, Jefferson, 16 October 
(ph. WBI) was the latest to be reported. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — 1 at Bailey’s Point, 
Barren River Lake, Allen, 11 November 
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(TDu), 2 at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 11 
November (JHa), and 1 north of Whicker- 
ville, Hart, 27 November (ph. JSo) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Willet — There were no reports. 


Greater Yellowlegs — Singles at Pfeiffer Fish 
Hatchery, Franklin, 20 November (ph. JSo, 
m.ob.), at the Van Buren boat ramp, Taylors- 
ville Lake, Anderson, 20 November (ph. 
RDe), and at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 27 
November (ph. I[Ki, JHa) were the latest to 
be reported. 


Wilson’s Phalarope — There were no reports! 


Red-necked Phalarope — There was one 
report of a single bird at Island No. 1, 
Carlisle, 15 September (ph. }BPa). 


Bonaparte’s Gull — 1 above Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, 9 October (*RDe) was the earliest to 
be reported; 2300 were estimated to be at 
Barren River Lake 11 November (TDu). 


Laughing Gull — There were two reports: | at 
KY Dam 28 August (JBa, JTe, m.ob.) and 1 
on the Mississippi River at Wickliffe, 
Ballard, 28 August (*SHu, m.ob.). 


Glaucous Gull—Marshall Co. 
20 November 2020, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


Franklin’s Gull — Reports of interest included 
3 at the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 31 
August (ph. ENa, RHi, m.ob.) with 1 there 
16 November (ph. JBa, m.ob.); small 
numbers at Barren River Lake 21 October— 
early November (TDu, m.ob.) with a peak 
count of 12 there 11 November (TDu); 7 at 
the Calvert City Landfill, Marshall, 20 
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October (ph. BPa); and 8 at Blood River, 
Calloway, 31 October (HCh). 


Ring-billed Gull — 1000 were at the Calvert 
City Landfill, Marshall, 20 November (BPa, 
m.ob.); an estimated 1750 were counted at 
the roost on Barren River Lake 24 November 
(BPa). 


Herring Gull — 2 continued from summer at 
the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, through 
August (m. ob.); about 100 were at the 
Calvert City Landfill, Marshall, 20 Novem- 
ber (BPa, m.ob.). 


Iceland Gull — There were reports of L. g. 
thayeri from two locations: an adult at KY 
Dam 20-24 November (ph. BPa, ph. JBa, 
CBI, m.ob.) and a first-year bird at the 
Calvert City Landfill, Marshall, 20 Novem- 
ber (*BPa, JBa, CBI, JTe). 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — An adult was 
very early at the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 
5—6 August (ph. TBe, CCv, m.ob.); 1 was at 
KY Dam 28 August (m. ob.); 6 were on 
Lake Barkley at Kuttawa, Lyon, 24 Septem- 
ber ({BPa); 9 were at the Calvert City 
Landfill, Marshall, 20 November (BPa, 
m.ob.). 


Glaucous Gull — A first-year bird was present 
at the Calvert City Landfill, Marshall, 20 
November (ph. JBa, ph. CBI, BPa, JTe). 


| Least Tern — 6 apparently independent 


juveniles were seen at Camp #9 Coal 
Preparation Plant ponds, Union, 12 August 
(ph. BPa) with 1 nearby at Former Camp #11 
Mine, Union, on 31 August (*BPa) being the 
latest to be reported. 


Caspian Tern — Peak counts during the season 
mostly came from the Falls of the Ohio, 
Jefferson, and included 38 there on 4 
September (ENa, m.ob.) and 23 there on 13 
September (TBe, CCv). 


Black Tern — Small numbers were reported at 
more than a dozen locales late July-9 
September; reports of interest included 9 at 
Barren River Lake 11 August (JBa); 6 at 
Cave Run Lake, Bath/Rowan, 24 August 
(LKa); at least 9 at KY Dam 28 August (JPo, 
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m.ob.); and 14 at Lake Cumberland, Russell, 
29 August (LBo); 1 at Pfeiffer Fish Hatch- 
ery, Franklin, 1 September (ph. CCt, m.ob.); 
and 1 east of Shepherdsville, Bullitt, 7 
September (ph. LMc); . 


Common Tern — There were five reports: 1 on 
Lake Cumberland, Russell, 29 August (LBo) 
with 2 there 26 September (LBo); 1 at 
Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 6 September 
(HCh); 1 above Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 
23 September (LBo); and 2 at Jacobson 
Park, Fayette, 24 September (DSv, ph. ROC, 
m.ob.). 


Forster’s Tern — Local peak counts during the 
season included 132 on Lake Barkley off 
Green Road, Lyon, 20 October (BPa); 128 at 
Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 7 October (HCh); 
and around 120 on the Sledd Creek embay- 
ment of KY Lake, Marshall, 30 October 
(JBa). 


Red-throated Loon — There were only two 
reports, both from Lake Cumberland, 
Russell. singles off Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, 25 October (LBo) and off Rowena 
Road 31 October (*LBo) 


PACIFIC LOON — KBRC review required. 
The only report was of 1 on Lake Peewee, 
Hopkins, 5-8 November ({CBI, ph. RSh, 
m.ob.). 


Common Loon — Peak counts during the 
season included 112 on Barren River Lake 
11 November (TDu); 62 on Green River 
Lake, Taylor, 29 October (BPa); 52 on Lake 
Cumberland at Rowena Road, Russell, 8 
November (RDe); and 50 on KY Lake, 
Marshall, 21 November (CBI, CSo). Two 
individuals possibly or likely continuing 
from summer were present above Wolf 
Creek Dam, Russell, 19-20 August (ph. 
KBo); also earlier than normal or continuing 
from summer was one on Cave Run Lake, 
Bath, 24 August (ph. LKa). 


WOOD STORK — KBRC review required. 
One of the highlights of the season was an 
immature at the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 
13—22 August (ph. EHo, m.ob.). 
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MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD — KBRC 
review required. Remarkably there were two 
reports: a female over the Equestrian Lakes 
west of Finchville, southwest Shelby, 24 
September (*MEI) and a female over the 
Van Buren boat ramp, Taylorsville Lake, 
Anderson, 8 November (ph. MMy). Both 
reports came during a season when the 
remnants of several tropical cyclones passed 
through or near to the region; it is unclear if 
the two reports involved the same individual, 
but there were other reports in the Midwest- 
ern United States during the interim period. 


Magnificent Frigatebird—Anderson Co. 
8 November 2020, Michael Montgomery 


American White Pelican — An injured bird 
continued above KY Dam from summer well 
into the fall season (m. ob.); also relatively 
early or summering were 3 on Lake Barkley, 
Lyon, during the latter half of August (HCh, 
MEa, m.ob.); 204 were at Blood River, 
Calloway, 21 September (HCh). Other 
reports of interest included 150 over the 
Lower Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 1 October 
(BPa); 16 on Dewey Lake, Floyd, 27 
October (ph. TSh per. comm. SFr); 36 
(presumably the same flock) over east 
Jefferson (ph. LHe) and north Bullitt (+JBa) 
3 November; and singles (same bird?) on the 
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Ohio River at Louisville 19/28—30 Novem- 
ber (ENa, m.ob./MAu, m.ob.). Peak counts 
included 850 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 2 
October (HCh, JTe) and 894 on Lake 
Barkley at Boyd’s Landing, Lyon, 5 October 
(HCh, JPo). 


BROWN PELICAN — KBRC review re- 


quired. There were two reports: 1 on the 
Beaver Creek embayment of Barren River 
Lake, Barren, 5 August (ph. SYo); 1 at Doe 
Valley Lake, Meade, 22-24 August (AWi1, 
ph. PSp, m.ob.). 


American Bittern — There were no reports! 


Least Bittern — There were reports from two 


locales: 1-3 at Muck Lake, Sinclair, Muhlen- 
berg, 5/26 August (SGr, TGr); and 2 heard at 
Former Camp #11 Mine, Union, 23 August 
(au. BPa) with singles heard there 31 August 
and 22 September (7BPa). 


Cattle Egret—Jefferson Co. 
1 November 2020, Rob Chadwick 


Great Egret — Peak counts included around 


200 at Horseshoe Road Slough, Henderson, 
9 September (ph. CCr); around 200 along 
Uniontown-Mt. Vernon Road, Union, 19 
September (CCr); and 152 at the Falls of the 
Ohio, Jefferson, 28 September (EHo); 
individuals lingered at several locales into 
mid-November with 1 last seen at Pfeiffer 
Fish Hatchery, Franklin, 1 December 
(*RCh), 2 lingering into December at Sledd 
Creek, Marshall, (m. ob.), and 1 near 
Goshen, Oldham, 29 November (*BDa) 


Snowy Egret — Small numbers were reported 


at mostly traditional locales during the 
season; reports of interest included 1—2 off 
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and on at the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 
into early September with 2 very tardy birds 
there 24 October (*JBa); 4 at Guthrie 
Swamp, ZJodd, 3 September (ph. JHa); a 
peak count for the season of 21 at Blood 
River, Calloway, 8/15 September (HCh) 
with 1 last seen there 2 October (HCh); and 
1 at Melco, Jefferson, 28 September (ph. 
BPa, EHo). 


Little Blue Heron — Peak counts during the 


season included 17 at Blood River, Callo- 
way, 8 September (HCh); 9 on KY Lake at 
Hamlin, Calloway, 13 September (HCh); 8 
along Pond Creek west of Smith Mills, 
Henderson, 14 August (ph. BPa); and 6 at 
Adkins Swamp, Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 5 
September (RRo). Other reports of interest 
included 1 off and on at Minor Clark, 
Rowan, 14 August-7 September (RDe, 
m.ob.) 


Cattle Egret — 1 lingered on the Ohio River at 


Louisville, Jefferson, to 2 November (MAu); 
also of interest was 1 at Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson, 29 October (WGu, ph. PBI, 
m.ob.). 


Green Heron — 26 at Minor Clark, Rowan, 16 


August (DSv, LCo) was the highest number 
reported. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — Up to around 


50 were counted at the Falls of the Ohio, 
Jefferson, during the season (m. ob.) and a 
few lingered there into late October. There 
were a few reports away from known 
breeding locations including 1 at Muck 
Lake, Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 5 August (TGr, 
SGr); 1 at Barren River Lake SRP, Barren, 
12 August (LCr); 2 at Guist Creek Lake, 
Shelby, 17 August (DLa); 1 at Persimmon 
Ridge Golf Club, Shelby, 17 September 
(JMa); 1 at Minor Clark, Rowan, 21 August 
(JSo) and 5 September (RDe). 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — There were 


reports from four locales: 1 at the South 
Beargrass Creek flood retention — basin, 
Jefferson, 1/11 August (JBa/PSp); 1 
(probably same juvenile) at Melco, Jeffer- 
son, on several dates 2-29 August (m. ob.); 1 
at Sauerheber, Henderson, 7 August (CBI, 
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CSo); 1 at Boyd Lake, south Christian, 8 
August (CBI, CSo). 


Ibis spp. — There were no reports of any of the 
three species during the season. 


ROSEATE SPOONBILL — KBRC review 
required. There were three reports from 
Horseshoe Road Slough, Henderson, 
(possibly all of the same individual): 7 
August (ph. CCr, m.ob.), 17 August (ph. 
RRo), and 22 September (ph. BPa). 


Osprey — Up to 16 [2 August (SBr, MBr, 
JWh)] were counted at KY Dam during the 
season. Singles on the Fishing Creek 
embayment of Lake Cumberland, Pulaski, 
10 November (ph. RDe) and at Green River 
Lake, Taylor, 3 November (RMe) were the 
latest to be reported. 


SWALLOW-TAILED KITE — KBRC review 
required. There were four reports: 2 west of 
Harvey, Marshall, 28 July—1 August (ph. 
GHo, m.ob.) with 1 continuing in the 
vicinity to 6 August (ph. DLa, ph. ENa); 1 at 
Barren River Lake, Barren, 11 August (ph. 
DRo); 1 northwest of Steubenville, Wayne, 
20 August (fRBo); 1 along the Natcher 
Parkway southeast of Hartford, Ohio, 20 
August (7 DAy). 


Golden Eagle — At Bernheim Forest, Bullitt/ 
Nelson, where research on the species is 
ongoing, | was first observed 3 November 
(KVo); the 2 birds with satellite transmitters 
returned 8 & 23 November (KVo). Also 
reported was 1 at the end of Figett Bend 
Road, Hart, 23 November (+JSo). 


Northern Harrier — 1 near Thurston’s Pond, 
Wayne, 20 August (ph. RDe, RBo) was the 
earliest to be reported away from known 
breeding areas; 12 at Schochoh, Logan, 26 
November (STy) represented the peak count 
for the season. 


Bald Eagle — An impressive tally of 16 was at 
Horseshoe Road Slough, Henderson, 19 
September (ph. CCr). 


Mississippi Kite — Around 50 over Ballard 
WMA, Ballard, 16 August (SRe) represent- 
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ed an impressive peak count; 1 along 
Anchorage Trail, Jefferson, 22 September 
(+ENa) was the latest to be reported. 


7 August 2020, Charlie Crawford 


Red-tailed Hawk — The winter resident B. 7. 
harlani that has been present for no fewer 
than six winters at Schochoh, Logan, was 
first noted 19 October (STy). 


Rough-legged Hawk — 1 over Crestwood, 
Oldham, 25 November (*JCa) was the only 
one reported. 


Barn Owl — The eBird database contains 
reports of 1-3 from five locales in Barren, 
Boyle, Franklin, Jefferson, and Logan. 


Short-eared Owl — There were three reports: 2 
at Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 2 November with 1 
continuing there through the month (PFo, 
SFo); 1 along US 79 southwest of Rus- 
sellville, Logan, 16 November (MOm); 1 
along Horntown Road, Grayson, 29 Novem- 
ber (SKi, JKi). 


Northern Saw-whet Owl — There was an 
excellent movement this fall; 43 new birds 
were banded at Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 
16 October—23 November (MMo, m.ob.). In 
addition, 3 foreign recaptures (all hatch-year 
birds) were encountered: 30 October (banded 
2 October 2020 near Gilford, ON, Canada), 
2 November (banded 8 October 2020 near 
Toronto, ON, Canada), and 12 November 
(banded 31 July 2020 at Whitefish Point. 
MI). The flight began early but slowly, and it 
did not peak until mid-November when the 
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following peak nights occurred: 8 on the 
night of 11-12 November; 9 on the night of 
13-14 November; and 5 on 17-18 Novem- 
ber (MMo). There were three additional 
reports: 1 east-southeast of Powersburg, 


Wayne, 4 November (ph. LBo); 1 heard 
south of Hatton, west Franklin, 12 Novem- 
ber (JSo); 1 captured and banded south- 
southwest of Lawrenceburg, Anderson, 13 
November (ph. BWu, ba. BPa). 


Olive-sided Flycatcher—Adair Co. 
7 September 2020, Roseanna Denton 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker -— Singles at 
Cherokee Park, Jefferson (RHi, CBe), and in 
south Jessamine (DCh), both 18 September, 
were the earliest to be reported. 


Merlin — 1 at Louisville 2 August (ph. JBa) 
was extraordinarily early; next earliest was 1 
at Schochoh, Logan, 13 September (ph. 
STy). The eBird database contains reports of 
single birds from no fewer than 30 locations 
during the period with 2 at Hisle Farm Park, 
Fayette, 17 October (MEr). 


Peregrine Falcon — The eBird database 
contains no fewer than two dozen reports of 
presumed migrants away from known 
nesting territories during the season. 


Prairie Falcon — Probably the same individual 
that has been present off and on during the 
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past few winters north of Anton, Hopkins, 
was seen there 27 November (ph. BPa). 


Great Crested Flycatcher — 3 south of Austin, 
Barren, 3 October ({BBr) and 1 north of 
Wilmore, Jessamine, 13 October (fSPe) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Eastern Kingbird — A loose group of 30 in 
east Fayette, 9 August (ROc) represented the 
peak count for the season; 2 at Union, 
Boone, 29 September (*SJo) were the latest 
to be reported. 


Olive-sided Flycatcher — The eBird database 
contains no fewer than 20 records during the 
season; | at Fox Run Park, Kenton, 20 
August (ph. RCr) and 2 along Upper Bottom 
Road, Fulton, 22 August (ph. JPo, HCh) 
were the earliest to be reported; 1 at Big 
Bone Lick SP, Boone, 1 October (tHWr) 
was the latest to be reported. 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher — The eBird 
database contains no fewer than 30 reports 
during the season; singles on Anchorage 
Trail, Jefferson, 22/23 August (JBI, PBI) 
were the earliest to be reported; 1 on the 
Eddy Creek embayment of Lake Barkley, 
Lyon, 3 October (DCs) was the latest to be 
reported. 


Acadian Flycatcher — 1 east of Elk Creek, 
Spencer, 14 October (au. JWh) was relative- 
ly tardy. 


Alder Flycatcher — There were two reports: 1 
calling that responded to playback at Former 
Camp #11 Mine, Union, 12 August (au. 
+BPa) and 2 north of Lake No. 9, Fulton, 20 
August (+ BPa). 


Willow Flycatcher — A report of note was a 
Willow Flycatcher feeding a Brown-headed 
Cowbird at Hisle Farm Park, Fayette, 1 
August (*ROc) which may be the first noted 
parasitism here in Kentucky. 1 at Bluff 
Road, Hickman, 14 September (*ALy) was 
the last to be reported. 


Least Flycatcher — A very early bird was at 
Schochoh, Logan, 18-19 July (ph. STy); 
next earliest was one (presumably a different 
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individual) at the same locale 22 August 
(STy). 


Loggerhead Shrike — The eBird database 
contains reports from 11 counties during the 
season. 


NORTHERN SHRIKE — KBRC review 
required. 1 was present at Sinclair, Muhlen- 
berg, 26 November—5 December (ph. BPa, 
m.ob.). 


White-eyed Vireo — Singles at Shaker Village, 
Mercer, 24 October (*KBi) and south of 
Murray, Calloway, 28 October (ph. ALy) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Bell’s Vireo — There were a number of reports 
from traditional locales, latest being along 
Bogle Road, Warren, 7 September (ph. 
RSh). 


Yellow-throated Vireo — 1 on the Muhlenberg 
County Rail Trail, Muhlenburg, 15 October 
(+TGr) was the latest to be reported. 


Blue-headed Vireo — Singles at Cave Hill 
Cemetery, Jefferson, 27 November (*PBI, 
JJo) and at Jacobson Park, Fayette, 30 
November (*DPa) were quite tardy. 


Philadelphia Vireo — A tally of 9 at Caperton 
Swamp Park, Jefferson, 25 September (PBI, 
JBI, CBe, m.ob.) was impressive. 


Red-eyed Vireo — Singles at KY Dam 25 
October (NKI) and Lake Liberty, Casey, 26 
October (fRDe) were the latest to be 
reported. 


Common Raven — There were a few reports of 
birds at or near traditional locales; the origin 
of a tame individual at Lexington during 
November (TBr) was unknown. 


Bank Swallow — Around 3000 in the Lower 
Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 13 August (DRe) 
represented the season’s peak count. 


Tree Swallow — An impressive flock of around 
1000 was present along McCubbins Lane, 
Larue, 19 September (ph. RMe); 1 at 
Schochoh, Logan, 8 November (STy) was 
the latest to be reported. 
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow — 2 at 
Sandy Watkins Park, Henderson, 26 October 
(CCr) were the latest to be reported. 


Purple Martin — 20,000 were reported at the 
roost at Richmond, Madison, 15 August 
(DSv); 2 along the Mississippi River near 
Laketon, Carlisle, 15 September (MMo) 
were the latest to be reported. 


Purple Martin—Fayette Co. 
9 August 2020, Katey Buster 


Barn Swallow — 200 in north Fayette, 6 
September (CFi) represented the peak count 
for the season. 


Cliff Swallow — 120 at Frogue Pond, Todd, 22 
August (JHa) represented a modest peak 
count for the season. 


Cave Swallow/Cliff Swallow — A tardy bird 
was present over Douglass Hills, Jefferson, 
24 October (ph. MYa). 


BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE — KBRC 
review required. | was found at the Chero- 
kee Unit, Yatesville Lake WMA, Lawrence, 
where the species has shown up during prior 
flight years, 28 November+ (ph./au. BPa). 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — The region experi- 
enced one of the bigger irruptions in recent 
years. Singles at Noble Park, McCracken, 22 
August (*KRo), at Independence, Kenton, 23 
August (ph. RCr), and east of Powersburg, 
Wayne, 1 September (LBo) were the earliest 
to be reported. The species was widespread 
in good numbers by early October and 
lingered in similar abundance into the winter 
season. 
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Brown-headed Nuthatch -— Birds were 
reported only at the now traditional locale in 
London, Laurel (m. ob.). 


Brown Creeper — | north of Glasgow, Barren, 
27 September (SMo) was the earliest to be 
reported. 


House Wren — As has become the norm, a few 
individuals lingered well into November 
with reports ranging from Robertson to 
Muhlenberg. 


Gray-cheeked Thrush—Edmonson Co. 
19 September 2020, Rickey Shive 


Winter Wren — | at Blue Licks Battlefield SP, 
Robertson, 30 September (fJSo) was 
relatively early. 


Sedge Wren — Reports of interest included 1 at 
Maceo, Daviess, 7 August (ph. CWa):; 
singing birds in suitable breeding habitat at 
Former Camp #11 Mine, Union, on 12 
August (ph. BPa); north of Hailwell, Hick- 
man, 19 August (ph. BPa); and at Long 
Point, Fulton, 19 August (ph. DRe, ALy); at 
least 5 in soybean fields at KY Bend, Fulton, 
1 October (BPa); and a very tardy bird at the 
Ken Unit Peabody WMA, Ohio, 26 Novem- 
ber (ph. BPa). 


Marsh Wren — Reports of interest included an 
early migrant or possible summering bird at 
Long Point, Fulton, 13 August (ph. DRe); at 
least 7 in soybean fields at KY Bend, Fulton, 
1 October (ph./fBPa); 5 at Hays Kennedy 
Park, Jefferson, 9 October (ph. JWH, SBr, 
MBr); at least 5 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 
10 October (BPa, ph. TNo, m.ob.); 1 at 
Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln, 29 October (ph. 
RDe) that was the latest to be reported. 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher —1 east of Shepherds- 
ville, Bullitt, 16 November (ph. LMc) was 
very tardy. 


Golden-crowned Kinglet — 25 at Lexington 
Cemetery, Fayette, 31 October (ROc) 
represented the peak count for the season. 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet — 1 at Cave Hill 
Cemetery, Jefferson, 19 September (SBr, 
MBr, JWh) was the earliest to be reported. 


Veery — There were a handful of reports of 
migrants in Wayne, Jefferson, Spencer, 
Daviess and Adair, 1-29 September (m. ob.). 


Gray-cheeked Thrush — A tardy bird lingered 
south of Austin, Barren, to 26 October (ph. 
BBr). 


Swainson’s Thrush — | on Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson, 26 August (MKo, PBI, JBI) was 
the earliest to be reported. 


Hermit Thrush — | at Brown Park, Jefferson, 
27 September (ph. BWo) was the earliest to 
be reported. 


Gray Catbird — A few lingered in the central 
parts of the state into the last week of 
October (im. ob.). 


Cedar Waxwing — Tallies of 176 at Cave Hill 
Cemetery, Jefferson, 6 November (LPa) and 
110 at Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 8 
November (BPa) represented the peak counts 
for the season. 


American Pipit — 1 at Horseshoe Road 
Slough, Henderson, 22 September (BPa) was 
the earliest to be reported. 


EVENING GROSBEAK — KBRC review 
required. The species staged its first flight 
since 2012-2013, and all reports are includ- 
ed: 2 first seen at Sturgeon, Owsley, 30 
October, with 4 there 6 November and 7 on 
8 November (ph. KEm); 2 southwest of 
Wheatley, Owen, 3 November (ftJDu); 9 
northeast of Waynesburg, Lincoln, 5 Novem- 
ber (ph. NKi); 1 heard at the Lexington 
Cemetery 7 November (fJAr); 1-2 s. of 
Yosemite, Casey, 9-12 November (*LLe); 1 
at Jeffersontown, Jefferson, 14 November 
(+ASa); 1 west of Grants Lick, Campbell, 15 
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November (ph. TOs); 1 south of Clay City, 
Estill, 16 November (*CSt); 3 at Lexington, 
Fayette, 17 November (ph. ROC); 1 north of 
Glasgow, Barren, 21 November (fSMo); a 
small flock heard on the west side of KY 
Lake, Marshall, 21 November (*BPa); 1 east 
of Hodgenville, Larue, 21 November+ (ph. 
RMe, m.ob.); up to 6 west of Parrot, Jack- 
son, 25-26 November (ph. DP1); 4 at Berea, 
Madison, 26 November (ph. GBo); and 1 
southeast of Graham, Muhlenberg, 29 
November (ph. TGr, SGr). 


Purple Finch — The species staged the best 
flight into the region in many years; early 
reports set new records for fall arrival dates 
and included singles at Abraham Lincoln 
Birthplace National Historical Site, Larue, 4 
September (ph. JMi); north of Anton, 
Hopkins, 5 September (ph. BCa); at Mam- 
moth Cave NP, Edmonson, 18 September 
(TDu); and at Berea, Madison, 26 Septem- 
ber+ (*RFo, RBa). Small numbers were 
present by the second week of October with 
flocks of up to 10—12+ birds present by late 
November (m. ob.). 


White-winged Crossbill — The species staged 
a modest flight into the region; there was one 
Kentucky report: 1 at Logan Hubble Memo- 
rial Park, Lincoln, 3 November (ph. DPa) 
that tied the early fall date for the state. 


Pine Siskin — The species staged an impressive 
flight into the region that commenced rather 
early. The earliest reports included | east of 
Hanson, Hopkins, 15 September (*DSt); 2 at 
Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 29 September 
(+BPa); and 1 heard over KY Bend, Fulton, 
1 October (BPa). Numbers increased quickly 
during the first week of October; by mid- 
October, flocks were relatively widespread 
and numbers continued through November. 
Peak counts included 82 east of Beaverlick, 
Boone, 21 October (TY0); 100 at Lexington, 
Fayette, 26 October (ROc); and 70 south of 
Yosemite, Casey, 11 November (BPa). 


Lapland Longspur — | heard over KY Lake, 
Marshall, 21 November (BPa) was the 
earliest to be reported. 
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Grasshopper Sparrow — | north of Wilmore, 
Jessamine, 27-28 October (fSPe) was 
relatively late. 


Lark Sparrow — There were two reports: 
singles at Schochoh, Logan, 31 August—2 
September (ph. STy, RSh) and at Calvert 
City, Marshall, 1 September (ph. JTe). 


Chipping Sparrow — A tally of 150 at Lexing- 
ton, Fayette, 27 October (,MTr) represented 
an impressive peak count during the season. 


Fox Sparrow — | east of Beaverlick, Boone, 9 
October (ph. TYo) was the earliest to be 
reported. 


White-crowned Sparrow — | on Anchorage 
Trail, Jefferson, 29 September (*PBI, JBI, 
CBe) was the earliest to be reported. 


White-throated Sparrow -— 1 at Berea, 
Madison, 26 September (ph. RFo, RBa) was 
the earliest to be reported. 


White-winged Crossbill—Lincoln Co. 
3 November 2020, Dan Patrick 


Vesper Sparrow — 3 in east Fayette, 4 August 
(DSv, ph. LCo), one being a juvenile, is 
evidence of the first state breeding record for 
the species since the 1960s (the last breeding 
season record was 1n 2009). Other reports of 
interest included 4 early migrants at Horse- 
shoe Road Slough, Henderson, 19 Septem- 
ber (ph. CCr) and a relatively tardy bird 
southwest of Crofton, Christian, 21 Novem- 
ber (ph. SAr). 
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LeConte’s Sparrow — There were reports from 
two locales: 1 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 13 
October (ph. ALy) and 1—2 east of Rowletts, 
Hart, 5-12 November (*NTr, ph. m. ob.). 


Nelson’s Sparrow — There were only two 
reports (probably the same bird): 1 at Hardy 
Slough, Sauerheber, Henderson, 4/14 


October (fEHo, JBa/JBa, ph. RHi, BPa). 


Nelson’s Sparrow—Henderson Co. 
14 October 2020, Ron Hirsch 


Henslow’s Sparrow — A few lingered at likely 
breeding locales into mid-August (m. ob.); 
also reported was | (presumably same bird) 
at Sauerheber, Henderson, 4-10 October 
(BPa, TGr, ph. m. ob.). 


Savannah Sparrow — | east of Georgetown, 
Scott, 4 August (ph. TQu) was likely 
summering; otherwise, 5 at Horseshoe Road 
Slough, Henderson, 19 September (CCr) 
were the earliest migrants to be reported. 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — Singles on Anchorage 
Trail, Jefferson, 18 September (fPBI) and at 
E.P. “Tom” Sawyer SP, Jefferson, 20 
September (ph. MCa) were the earliest to be 
reported. 


Swamp Sparrow — 2 at Hays Kennedy Park, 
Jefferson, 25 September (PBI, JBI, CBe) 
were the earliest to be reported. 


Yellow-breasted Chat — Singles at Schochoh, 
Logan, 1 October (ph. STy) and southeast of 
Arlington, Hickman, 4 October (*JRu) were 
relatively tardy. 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD - 
KBRC review required. There were two 
reports: | at Minor Clark, Rowan, 16 August 
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(ph. TNo, m.ob.) and 1 at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 19 August (TGr, SGr). 


Bobolink — Reports of interest included 10 
continuing breeders on Haley Downs Drive, 
east Fayette, 9 August (ph. ROC) with 3 still 
there 13 October (ph. KBu), and 30 in north 
Fayette, 6 September (ph. CF). 


Western Meadowlark — there was one report: 
1 south of Schulztown, Ohio, 26 November 
(ph. TBPa). 


Rusty Blackbird — Singles at Lexington 16 
October (JSt) and 18 October (ph. TNo) 
were the earliest to be reported. 


Brewer’s Blackbird — Reports of interest 
included 18 at Schochoh, Logan, 23 Novem- 
ber with up to 35 there on 27 November (ph. 
STy); at least 600 at the end of Frostburg 
Road, east Hopkins, 26 November (ph. 
+BPa) that tied the state high count. 


Ovenbird — 2 at Lexington, Fayette, 25 
October (ph. CVe, BVe) and 1 at Melco, 
Jefferson, 27 October (*EHo) were the latest 
to be reported. 


Worm-eating Warbler — At least 1 at KY 
Bend, Fulton, 1 October (f{BPa) was rather 
tardy. 


Northern Waterthrush — 1 at Schochoh, 
Logan, 23 August (ph. STy) was the earliest 
to be reported. 2 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 
28 October ({RRO) were quite tardy. 


Golden-winged Warbler — The eBird database 
contains reports from 22 counties 30 August 
—8 October. 


Yellow-headed Blackbird—Rowan Co. 
16 August 2020, Teresa Noel 
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Prothonotary Warbler — | on Lake Barkley 
southeast of Eddyville, Lyon, 6 October 
(+ AFr) was the latest to be reported. 


Tennessee Warbler — | on Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson, 20 August (PBI, JBI) was the 
earliest to be reported; 1 that lingered at 
Madisonville, Hopkins, to 10 November 
(DSt) was the latest to be reported. 


Orange-crowned Warbler — As has become 
the norm as this species has increased in 
occurrence over the past 10-15 years, there 
were several reports of birds lingering well 
into November. 


Nashville Warbler — 1 on Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson, 22 August (JWh, SBr, MBr) was 
the earliest to be reported. 


Connecticut Warbler — There was one report: 
1 on the east side of Lexington, Fayette, 26 
September (fDSv). 


Mourning Warbler — There were several 
reports 29 August—3 October; 1 at LBL, 
Trigg, 8 November (tMEa) established a 
new late departure date for the state. 


Common Yellowthroat — Singles at the Ken 
Unit Peabody WMA, Ohio, 26 November 
(tBPa) and at the Garvin Brown Preserve, 
Jefferson, 29 November ({EHo, AAI) were 
quite tardy. 


Hooded Warbler — | in the Red River Gorge, 
Menifee, 7 October (JSo) was the latest to be 
reported. 


American Redstart — Singles at Louisville, 
Jefferson, 25 October (¢APr) and at Lexing- 
ton, Fayette, 26 October (ph. TNo) were the 
latest to be reported. 


Cape May Warbler — The eBird database 
contains more than two dozen _ reports, 
mostly in the center and east of the state, 4 
September—14 October. 


Cerulean Warbler — 1 singing at Reservoir 
Knob, Pulaski, 30 August (au. RDe) was 
noteworthy. 
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Northern Parula — Singles at KY Dam 22 
October (ph. TSm) and at Liberty, Casey, 26 
October (ph. RDe) were relatively late. 


Magnolia Warbler — Singles at Lexington, 
Fayette, 25 October (MTr) and north of 
Anton, Hopkins, 9 November (ph. BCa) 
were relatively late. 


Bay-breasted Warbler — Many observers 
remarked about the overall general abun- 
dance of this species during the season (a 
notable decline in numbers of migrants has 
been noted during recent years in the 
region); 23 at Logan Hubble Memorial Park, 
Lincoln, 23 September (JEl) represented an 
impressive peak count for a single site; 
singles at Logan Hubble Memorial Park, 
Lincoln, 4 November (*RDe) and at Beckley 
Creek Park, Jefferson, 6 November (7SBr, 
MBr) were relatively late. 


Bay-breasted Warbler—Jefferson Co. 
20 September 2020, Eric Nally 


Blackburnian Warbler — 3 on Anchorage 
Trail, Jefferson, (JBI, PBI) and 1 on the 
Skaggs Creek Unit Barren River Lake 
WMA, Barren (ph. RSh), all 20 August, 
were the earliest to be reported; | east of 
Munfordville, Hart, 22 October (SKi, JK1) 
was the latest to be reported. 


Yellow Warbler — Singles at the Lexington 
Cemetery, Fayette, 12 October (fKBu) and 
at Griffin Park, Warren, 13 October (ph. 
RSh) were quite tardy. 


Chestnut-sided Warbler — 1 at Lexington, 
Fayette, 18 August (DPa) was quite early; 
singles at Berea, Madison, 25 October (RFo, 
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RBa) and at Lexington, Fayette, 26 October 
(ph. TNo) were the latest to be reported. 


Blackpoll Warbler — There were nearly a 
dozen reports across central and eastern 
portions of the state 17 September—17 
October (m. ob.); singles on Lake Barkley, 
Lyon, 20 September (TGr) and at KY Dam 
24 September (HCh) were significant for 
being so far west. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — There were 
several reports of migrants scattered across 
central and eastern portions of the state 5 
September—12 October; singles at Paintsville 
Lake WMA, Johnson, 17 October (*BPa) 
and at Yatesville Lake WMA, Lawrence, 19 
October (*TGr, SGr) were the latest to be 
reported. 


Palm Warbler — 1 at Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson, 10 September (BPa) and 2 at 
Shaker Village, Mercer, 11 September (SPe, 
JWa) were the earliest to be reported. 


Pine Warbler — As has become the norm, a 
few birds lingered across the state to the end 
of November (m. ob.). 


Yellow-rumped Warbler — 3 on Anchorage 
Trail, Jefferson, 19 September (PBI, JBI, 
CBe) were the earliest to be reported. 


Yellow-throated Warbler — Singles at 
Beckley Creek Park, Jefferson, 15 October 
(ph. LKa) and at Schochoh, Logan, 27 
October (*STy) were the latest to be report- 
ed. 


Prairie Warbler — | at Riney B. Park, Jessa- 
mine, 12 October (SPe) was the latest to be 
reported. 


Black-throated Green Warbler — | at Hisle 
Farm Park, Fayette, 7 November (MTr) was 
the latest to be reported. 


Wilson’s Warbler — 1 on Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson, 24 August (,MKo, WAh) was the 
earliest to be reported; 1 at Buckley Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Woodford, 25 October (*DPa) 
was quite tardy. 


Summer Tanager — Singles south of Austin, 
Barren, to 26 October (*BBr) and at Jeffer- 
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sontown, Jefferson, 8 November (+ASa) 
were tardy, the latest representing a new late 
departure date for the state by a day. 


Scarlet Tanager — 1 at Cherokee Park, 
Jefferson, 21 October (*EHo) was the latest 
to be reported. 


XX 


Scarlet Tanager—Jefferson Co. 
18 September 2020, Greg Walker 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak — Singles lingered at 
Elizabethtown, Hardin, to 29 October (SCI) 
and northeast of Waynesburg, Lincoln, to 2 
November (NKi). A female lingered in 
Jackson until 18 November (SAI). 


Blue Grosbeak — Singles at Garvin Brown 
Preserve, Jefferson, 21 October (fMKo), and 
at Schochoh, Logan (+STy) and at Melco, 
Jefferson, (+BPa), both 25 October, were the 
latest to be reported. 


Indigo Bunting — There were several tardy 
individuals including 1 at Beckley Creek 
Park, Jefferson, 2 November (ph. PSp); 4 
south of Murray, Calloway, 16 November 
(au. tALy); 1 southeast of Schulztown, 
Ohio, 26 November (*BPa); and 1 at Garvin 
Brown Preserve, Jefferson, 29 November 
(tEHo, AAI). 


Dickcissel — 1 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 13 
October (ph. ALy); 4 at Sauerheber, Hender- 
son, 14 October (EHo, ph. RHi, BPa, m.ob.); 
and 1 at Schochoh, Logan, to 8 November 
(ph./+ STy) were the latest to be reported. 
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LOCATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (/alics indicate a county name) 


Most locations are based on their eBird Hotspot Name 


Barren River Lake, A//en/Barren (unless 
otherwise noted) 


Blood River = Blood River embayment of KY 
Lake, Calloway 


Green Turtle Bay = Lake Barkley off Green 
Turtle Bay Resort, Livingston/Lyon 


Jonathan Creek = Jonathan Creek embayment, 
Kentucky Lake, Marshall 


KY Bend = Kentucky Bend, w. Fulton 


KY Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/ 
Marshall 


KY Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/ 
Marshall/Trigg 


LBL = Land Between the Lakes National 
Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 


Long Point = Long Point Unit Reelfoot NWR, 
Fulton 


Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, 
Jefferson 


Minor Clark = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, 
Rowan 


NP = National Park 


Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit Sloughs WMA, 
Henderson 


Sinclair = Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA, 
Muhlenberg 


SP = State Park 

SRP = State Resort Park 

WMA = Wildlife Management Area 

Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Russell 
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AAI—Aida Almasalkhi 
AFr—Anita Frazer 
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ALy—Andrew Lydeard 
APr—Anne Proffitt 
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AWi—Athleen Wiles 
BBr—Barbara Brand 
BCa—Beverly Carrico 
BDa—Brian Davis 
BPa—Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
BVe—Barbara Vellios 
BWe—Benjamin Wells 


CBe—Carol Besse 
CBl—Clay Bliznick 
CCr—Charlie Crawford 
CCt—Corey Critchfield 
CCv—Colleen Craven-Becker 
CFi—Colin Fisher 
CSo—Christy Soldo 
CSt—Caleb Stickney 
CVe—Charles Vellios 
CWa—Craig Waltrip 
DAn—Debra Anglin 
DAy—David Ayer 
DCh—Don Chesnut 
DCs—Dan Collins 


DHa—Dabney Haugh 
DLa—David Lang 
DPa—Daniel Patrick 
DPi—Diana Piep 
DRe—Daniel Redwine 
DRo—David Roemer 
DSt—Dan Stone 
DSv—Dave Svetich 
EHo—Eric Hope 
ENa—Eric Nally 
EWa—Elsa Wachter 
EWe—Ethan Wells 
FFa—Fred Fahmy 
GBo—Gretchen Bolton 
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GHo—Gloria Hollifield LCr—Linda Craiger 


GWa—Greg Walker 
HCh—Hap Chambers 
HWr—Helen Wright-North 
IKi—Iris Kilpatrick 
JAr—Jim Arnett 
JBa—Jamie Baker 
JBe—Jamin Beachy 
JBl—Jane Bell 
JCa—John Callahan 
JDu—Joyce Duvall 
JEl—Jackie Elmore 
JHa—Joseph Hall 
JHn—Jan Hansen 
JJo—Jean Jones 
JKi—Janet Kistler 
JMa—John Mann 
JMi—Jeremy Miller 
JPo—Josh Powell 
JRu—Jarrin Rudd 
JSd—Jake Souder 
JSn—Jennifer Snyder 
JSo—Jeff Sole 
JSt—Josh Stapleton 
JTe—Jeremy Teague 
JWa—Johnny Walker 
JWh—James Wheat 
IKi—Iris Kilpatrick 
KBi—Kyle Bixler 
KBo—Karen Bonsell 
KBu—Katie Buster 
KEm—Katrina Emerson 
KMi—Keith Michalski 
KVo—Kelly Vowels 
KWa—Kathleen Wachter 
KWi—Karol Wilson 
LBo—Lyle Bontrager 
LCo—Lisa Combs 


LFi—LaShawna Finney 
LHe—Lea Henze 
LKa—Linda Kavanaugh 
LLe—Linda Lee 
LMc—Lindsey McMahon 
MAu—AMichael Autin 
MBr—Meg Brown 
MCa—Mike Callan 
MEa—Melissa Easley 
MEI—Mark Elkins 
MEr—Mark Ernstes 
MKo—Mearia Koukoulas 
MMo—Mark Monroe 
MMy—Michael Montgomery 
MNe—Matilda Nelson 
MOI —Marjorie Oliver 
MOm—Mike O’ Malley 
MTr—Mark Tower 
NBr—Nancy Braun 
NKi—Nancy Kitchen 
NKI—Niklas Klauss 
NTr—Neil Troyer 
OSt—Olivia Staten 
PBl—Pat Bell 
PFo—Preston Forsythe 
PSp—Pam Spaulding 
RBa—Rebecca Bates 
RBo—Ray Bontrager 
RCh—Robert Chadwick 
RCr—Rodney Crice 
RDe—Roseanna Denton 
RFo—Rob Foster 
RGr—Rex Graham 
RGm—Rachel Grimes 
RHe—Richard Healy 
RHi—Ron Hirsch 
RMa—Richard Mayfield 
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RMe—Rosemary Meredith 
ROc—Ronan O’Carra 
RRo—Robert Rold 
RSh—Rickey Shive 
RWa—Richard Waldrop 
SAl—Shirley Gregory Allen 
SAr—Sharon Arnold 
SBr—Steve Brown 
SCl—Sean Clinning 
SFo—Shari Forsythe 
SFr—Scott Freidhof 
SGr—Steve Graham 
SHu—Steve Huggins 
SJo—Suzy Jones 
SKi—Steve Kistler 
SMo—Sandra Moss 
SPe—Sydney Penner 
SRe—Scott Record 
STh—Sunil Thirkannad 
STp—Simon Thompson 
STy—Steve Tyson 
SYo—Steve Young 
TBe—Tom Becker 
TBr—Tony Brusate 
TDu—Tom Durbin 
TGr—Teresa Graham 
TNo—Teresa Noel 
TOs—Ted Ossege 
TQu—Tommy Quarles 
TSh—Trinity Shepherd 
TSm—Tammy Vied Smith 
TYo—Travis Young 
VSa—Vicki Sandage 
WAh—Win Ahrens 
WBI—William Blodgett 
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WGu—Wallace Gullett 
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The 121* Christmas Bird Count in Kentucky 
James A. Wheat 


Thirty-six Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) were conducted this year in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. A total of 145 species was recorded; the same as last year (which includes only birds 
identified to species). There were two additional species seen during Count Week: Pacific Loon 
seen at Land Between the Lakes, and Evening Grosbeaks observed at Lincoln’s Birthplace and 
Bernheim Forest. Total individuals counted were 297,532. Top species count for this CBC season 
was Ballard County with a remarkable 103 species. Allen County East was next, with 94 species. 
Eleven count circles reported between 80 and 89 species; eight observed between 70 and 77 spe- 
cies; and the remaining 15 counted between 36 and 68 species. 


Weather was again mild in Kentucky, as it has been in recent years. The low temperatures ranged 
from 15°F to 51°F. The high temperatures ranged from 30°F to 69°F. Both these ranges are with- 
in a few degrees of last year. All-day or most-day cloudy weather predominated the counts (total 
of 33); but only 13 reported precipitation. Of these 13 counts, eight reported rain; five of which 
were all-day, mostly light, rain. Light snow was reported on five counts, all in the morning hours. 
Rivers and creeks were open, except in Hardin County where there was some ice in smaller 
creeks and drainages. Lakes and ponds were open, with ten counts reporting some ice on smaller 
ponds. While the distribution of count days across the count period was not uniform (this is typi- 
cal), no doubt the COVID pandemic skewed the selected count days. The traditional holidays fell 
at the beginning of the week this year, and holiday travel was curtailed. Counts were distributed 
across 16 of the 23 days of the count period. There were only six weekend days this CBC season, 
and they hosted only eight of the 36 CBCs. Typically, the percentage of CBCs held on weekends 
is significantly higher. 


There were numerous highlights this CBC season. Most are on eBird checklists, documented by 
photographs, and all have considerable identification notes on the rarities. Ross’s Goose (2 on two 
counts); Blue-winged Teal (6 on two counts); Red-throated Loon (1 at Calloway County); Eared 
Grebe (2 at Russell-Adair County); Great Egret (1 at Land Between the Lakes); Golden Eagle (3 
on two counts); Virginia Rail (2 at Paradise); Sora (1 at Paradise); Lesser Black-backed Gull (7 
on two counts); Snowy Owl (1 at Sorgho); Merlin (16 on five counts); Brown-headed Nuthatch (3 
at London); House Wren (17 on seven counts); Sedge Wren (2 at Ballard County); Marsh Wren 
(1 at Paradise); Gray Catbird (2 at Hardin County); Tennessee Warbler (2 on two counts); Orange 
-crowned Warbler (6 on five counts); Common Yellowthroat (3 on two counts); LeConte’s Spar- 
row (4 on two counts); Harris’s Sparrow (1 at Shelbyville);Vesper Sparrow (3 on two counts); 
Lincoln’s Sparrow (1 at Ballard County); Western Meadowlark (1 at Paradise); Brewer’s Black- 
bird (3 at Otter Creek); and Red Crossbill (8 at Allen County East). 


The ten most numerous species were European Starling (84,189); Common Grackle (54,660); 
Red-winged Blackbird (13,907); Brown-headed Cowbird (12,292); Mourning Dove (8,132); 
American Robin (7,990); Canada Goose (7,379); Mallard (7,220); American Crow (6,227); and 
Northern Cardinal (6,178). There were 21 common species that were reported on all 36 counts, 
and 21 species were observed on only one CBC. Three CBCs tallied over 20,000 birds: Paradise 
(68,765), Ballard County (24,933), and Allen County East (22,690). 


The 420 participants, including some multi-CBC observers, logged a total of 1,261 party-hours 
and 7,541.5 party-miles. With 28 fewer participants than last year, these hardy birders actually 
increased party hours and party miles! Birders spent 31 hours owling while travelling 85.75 miles, 
both of which were down this year. Forty-four feeder watchers—double last year’s number— 
logged 67 hours observing birds. This was an outstanding effort! 
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I offer sincere thanks to the 420 observers who participated in this year’s counts. Once again, 
most of these observations have also been reported in eBird. My special gratitude goes to the 29 
hard-working compilers who organized and executed their counts, submitted count results online, 
and endured my many requests and questions. I want to commend especially compilers who vol- 
unteer to run multiple CBCs: Kathy Caminiti (2), Roseanna Denton (3), Blaine Ferrell (2), Steve 
Kistler (2), and Brainard Palmer-Ball (3). To those who completed Rare Bird Reports or other- 
wise documented the unusual birds, thank you very much for your contributions to the CBCs and 
citizen science. 


LOCATION SUMMARIES 


The following CBC summaries are grouped by Kentucky physiographic region (see Figure 1), 
and are listed alphabetically within those groups. A table of the results for all 36 CBCs held this 
CBC season is provided on the KOS website (visit birdky.org and navigate to the CBCs page). 
Please note that the table only includes birds identified to the species level (1.e., there is no row 
for Accipiter sp. or Greater/Lesser Scaup, etc., though the individuals count for each CBC in- 
cludes them). Printed copies are available upon request to the Editor. 


JACKSON PURCHASE 


Ballard County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. KY 358 and Stove Corner 
Road; 37.1228°, -088.9518°). Habitat as described in 1984. Dec. 21; 5:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST. 
Partly cloudy; temp. 40—58°F; wind SW 5—20 mph. Water: open. 


Ten observers in six to seven parties. Total party-hours: 38 (17.5 on foot, 20.5 by car). Total party 
-miles: 183.5 (9.5 on foot, 174 by car). Hours owling: 2. Total species 103; 24,933 individuals. 


Observers: Clay Bliznick, Hap Chambers, Steve Graham, Teresa Graham, Andrew Lydeard, 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), Josh Powell, Scott Record, Christy Soldo, and Jeremy 
Teague. 


Compiler Comments: The day started out mostly cloudy but the afternoon turned mostly clear 
with breezy but mild conditions. The species total (103) represented a new count-high. Num- 
bers of waterfowl were generally unimpressive due to mild weather prior to the count, but the 
species count (18) was above-average for recent years. Highlights included at least one Ross’s 
Goose, a Barn Owl, a Merlin, two Loggerhead Shrikes, a House Wren, two Sedge Wrens, three 
LeConte’s Sparrows, a Lincoln’s Sparrow, a Common Yellowthroat, an Orange-crowned War- 
bler, and three Palm Warblers. Worst misses included Sharp-shinned Hawk, Eurasian Collared- 
Dove, and Pine Warbler. Red-headed Woodpeckers were present in very modest numbers in 
the bottomland forests; this typically occurs in the absence of a good hard mast crop. Other- 
wise, natural food supplies appeared to be in relatively good supply. A Western Meadowlark 
was seen the day prior to the count but could not be found on count day. 


Calloway County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Douglas Cemetery; 36.5984°, 
-088.1958°). Habitat: lake shoreline and streams—20%, open fields—35%, residential—30%, 
and deciduous and pine woods—15%. Dec. 30; 6:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST. Cloudy with light 
rain (a.m.) and heavy rain (p.m.); temp. 51—57°F; wind calm. Water: open. 


Ten observers in two to seven parties (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 42.75 (6.25 on foot, 36.5 
by car). Total party-miles: 205 (11 on foot, 194 by car). Hours owling: 0.5. Hours feeder watch- 
ing: 2. Total species 80; total individuals 6,411. 
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Observers: Gage Barnes, Hap Chambers (compiler), Melissa Easley, Susan Hart, Bob Head, An- 
drew Lydeard, Mike Miller, Josh Powell, Jeremy Teague, and Aviva Yasgur. 


Compiler Comments: Wind in the morning and torrential downpour in the afternoon. Owl species 
and numbers were very low. Observers managed to do very well in the conditions this count 
day offered. On December 30 ten participants endured strong winds and torrential rain to con- 
duct the Calloway County CBC. Despite the weather we managed to tally 80 species on count 
day. Highlights included Red-throated Loon, Forster’s Terns, Palm Warbler, 13 Bald Eagles 
and continuing American White Pelicans. Thank you to all who participated. Count week spe- 
cies: Common Loon, Lesser Black-backed Gull. 


SHAWNEE HILLS 


Daviess County South (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center just S of jct. Hwy. 142 
and KY 762 in Habit, KY; 37.693778°, -086.99575°). Habitat: undescribed. Jan. 2; 7:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. CST. Cloudy with light rain (a.m. and p.m.); temp. 34—40°F; wind SW from 3—10 mph. 
Water: open. 


Sixteen observers in one to ten parties (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 37.25 (7.75 on foot, 29.5 
by car). Total party-miles: 353.75 (7.25 on foot, 346.5 by car). Hours feeder watching: 1.25. Total 
species 60; total individuals 8,090. 


Observers: Judy Adams, Patricia Augenstein, Alec Hahus, Steve Hahus (compiler), Mike Hen- 
shaw, Sherry Henshaw, Janet Howard, Mary Kissel, Merry Miller, Edna Murphey, Jeff Murphey, 
Roseann Radolovich, Robert Rold, David Stratton, Marilee Thompson, and Wendell Thompson. 


Compiler Comments: The day ended as it began, cold and cloudy with intermittent light rain. 
Although the number of species was about what was expected, there were some notable high 
and low numbers. We saw unusually high numbers of diurnal raptors, such as Red-tailed 
Hawks, American Kestrels and Bald Eagles. Also, Eastern Bluebirds and American Crows 
were seen in much larger numbers than the past couple of counts. A guild of birds normally 
seen feeding together were observed in lower numbers, including Carolina Chickadee, White- 
breasted Nuthatch, Tufted Titmouse and Downy Woodpecker. These low numbers may be 
attributed to our method of counting. Also, Wild Turkeys seem to continue their recent decline 
in our area. Count week species: None. 


Mammoth Cave National Park (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at Park Head- 
quarters; 37.18644°, -086.1101°). Habitat as described in 1980. Dec. 17; 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Cloudy with light snow (a.m.) to partly cloudy (p.m.); temp. 23-30°F; wind NE 3 mph. Water: 
open. 


Four observers in two parties. Total party-hours: 7.5 (3 on foot, 4.5 by car). Total party-miles: 
72.5 (10.5 on foot, 62 by car). Total species 36; total individuals 549. 


Observers: Valerie Brown, Blaine Ferrell (compiler), Janet Kistler, and Steve Kistler. 


Compiler Comments: Despite the weather being less than desirable, with snow showers in the 
morning, the count numbers were fairly typical. We missed expected birds such as the Winter 
Wren, Cedar Waxwing and Great Blue Heron. Water levels were up due to recent rains and this 
seems to be undesirable for Great Blue Herons. Also, there were no cedar berries, hence the 
low numbers of robins, finches and waxwings. Count week species: None. 
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Nolin River (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center 0.5 miles S of Hilltop, eastern Gray- 
son Co.; 37.38964°, -086.1137°). Habitat: woodland, farmland, river and Nolin Reservoir. Dec. 
24; 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Clear; temp. 22-51°F; wind calm. Water: open. 


Five observers in one to two parties. Total party-hours: 11.5 (3.5 on foot, 8 by car). Total party- 
miles: 92.5 (2.5 on foot, 90 by car). Total species 68; total individuals 2, 251. 


Observers: Bonnie Avery, Carol Friedman, Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler (compiler), and Jeff Sole. 


Compiler Comments: A fine December day produced a nice variety of birds, totaling 68 species 
on the day. Highlights included a nice flight of 235 Sandhill Cranes, nine Red-headed wood- 
peckers, and good showings of Horned Larks (55) and American Pipits (50). Two Northern 
Harriers and two Short-eared Owls at dusk rounded out a great winter day. Count week species: 
Pine Siskin. 


Paradise (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at Hopewell Cemetery in southern 
Ohio Co.; 37.27755°, -086.95868°). Habitat as described in 1993. Jan. 2; 5:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 
CST. Cloudy with light rain (p.m.); temp. 34-41°F; wind W 0-15 mph. Water: open. 


Seven observers in four parties (+2 at feeders). Total party-hours: 37.5 (23.5 on foot, 14 by car). 
Total party-miles: 178 (11 on foot, 167 by car). Hours owling: 1.5. Hours feeder watching: 1. 
Total species 87; 68,765 individuals. 


Observers: Michael Autin, Preston Forsythe, Shari Forsythe, Steve Graham, Teresa Graham, 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), and Matt Stickel. 


Compiler Comments: A cloudy day with patchy drizzle made for some difficulty in finding birds 
and depressed the number of raptors. The species total (87) was slightly above-average for this 
count during recent years. Highlights included two Virginia Rails, a Sora, several performing 
American Woodcocks, three Merlins, seven House Wrens, a LeConte’s Sparrow, a Western 
Meadowlark (farmland tin Ohio County), and a Palm Warbler. A huge roost of what seemed to 
be primarily Common Grackles lifted off from the phragmites stands on the north side of South 
Lake on the Ken Unit in Ohio County at dawn. Count week species: None. 


Sorgho (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. Hwy. 279-S and Audubon Park- 
way; 37.76297°, -087.23086°). Habitat: farmland, river, creeks, river bottoms, urban parks and 
county parks. Dec. 17; 4:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. CST. Partly clear (a.m.) to partly cloudy (p.m.); 
temp. 32-—37°F; wind NW 0-7 mph. Water: open. 


Thirteen observers in two to eight parties (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 37.5 (7.5 on foot, 30 
by car). Total party-miles: 259 (7 on foot, 252 by car). Hours owling: 2. Hours feeder watching: 
.5. Total species 76; total individuals 8,359. 


Observers: Judy Adams, Pat Augenstein, Mike Brown, Mike Henshaw, Janet Howard (compiler), 
Mary Kissel, Cathy Rogier, Steve Rogier, Marilee Thompson, Wendell Thompson, Frances 
Tichenor, Lynn Tichenor, and Harold Wilson. 


Compiler Comments: A Snowy Owl, a first for this CBC circle, had been present for about ten 
days before the count date. Extra effort and time spent by participants contributed to a high 
species count. Count week species: Short-eared Owl. 
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HIGHLAND RIM 


Allen County East (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center along Rhoden Creek, 3 miles 
N of Holland, KY., Post Office; 36.7426°, -086.06855°). Habitat as described in 2014. Dec. 23; 
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. CST Partly clear (a.m.) to partly cloudy (p.m.); temp. 26—-50°F; wind SW 5 
—10 mph. Still water partly open, moving water open. 


Fifteen observers in four to five parties (+3 at feeders). Total party-hours: 53 (9 on foot, 44 by 
car). Total party-miles: 325 (18 on foot, 307 by car). Hours owling: 1. Hours feeder watching: 
2.5. Total species 94; total individuals 22,690. 


Observers: Frieda Beachy, Jamin Beachy (compiler), Kenneth Beachy, Nathan Beachy, Victor 
Beachy, Lyle Bontrager, Ray Bontrager, Asher Higgins, Aaron Stoll, Albert Stoll, Joshua Stoll, 
Laverne Stoll, Ruben Stoll, Victor Stoll, and Judith Troyer. 


Compiler Comments: Waterfowl numbers were low. Highlights were having abundant winter 
finches again, and Least Sandpiper and Dunlin on the mud flats. The finishing touch was a 
flock of eight Red Crossbills seen by Ray and Lyle Bontrager. Count week species: None. 


Allen County West (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center 0.5 mile W of jct. KY 2136 
Towe Road and Shores Road; 36.71278°, -086.3469°). Habitat as described in 2012. Jan. 2; 6:45 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST. Partly clear (a.m.) to partly cloudy (p.m.); temp. 43—50°F; wind NW 0-5 
mph. Water: open. 


Fifteen observers in one to eight parties (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 31 (10 on foot, 26 by 
horse and buggy, | on horseback). Total party-miles: 56 (15 on foot, 40 by horse and buggy, | on 
horseback). Hours owling: 3. Hours feeder-watching: .5. Total species 77, total individuals 5,799. 


Observers: Abraham Brubaker, Amanda Brubaker, Evan Brubaker, John David Brubaker 
(compiler), Matthan Brubaker, Ethan Hoover, Matthew Hoover, Alicia Sensenig, Bethann 
Sensenig, Darrel Sensenig, Jadon Tupper, Jared Tupper, Dorothea Weaver, Edna Weaver, and 
Karl Weaver. 


Compiler Comments: Though the count was pretty good with three owl species, waterfowl were 
scarce. Vesper Sparrow was probably the best find by a friend, feel pretty positive that's what 
he saw. Bufflehead, Loggerhead Shrike, American Woodcock, were good ones, with 33 Snipe 
being a max count. Two Bald Eagles were highlights late in the day. House Wren was missed 
on count day mostly due to limited time and was seen again the next morning. Had the privi- 
lege of taking a young friend along on a long drive and he enjoyed it and got to see some new 
birds. Count week species: House Wren. 


Barren River Lake (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center 2.3 mi. ESE of jct. KY 1402 
and KY 101, Barren Co.; 36.933002°, -086.170535°). Habitat: agricultural—S0%, woodlands— 
20%, urban/suburban—20%, open water—10%. Dec. 17; 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. CST. Cloudy 
with light snow (a.m.) to partly cloudy (p.m.); temp. 30—35°F; wind W 0-7 mph. Water: open. 


Four observers in two to three parties. Total party-hours: 24 (6.5 on foot, 17.5 by car). Total party 
-miles: 181 (5 on foot, 176 by car). Total species 87; total individuals 5,131. 


Observers: Brooks Atherton, Lyn Atherton, David Roemer, and Stephen Stedman (compiler). 


Compiler Comments: There were 15 Euphagus sp. also noted, making 87 spp. Count week spe- 
cies: None. 
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Bowling Green (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Basil Griffin Park, 6 miles S of 
Bowling Green; 36.9159°, -086.4359°). Habitat: deciduous woods—20%, fields and pastures— 
60%, and town and parks—20%. Dec. 15; 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. CST. Clear (a.m.) to cloudy 
(p.m.); temp. 38-43°F; wind N 3-15 mph. Water: open. 


Three observers in two parties. Total party-hours: 16.5 (7.5 on foot, 9 by car). Total party-miles: 
245.5 (6.5 on foot, 239 by car). Total species 70; total individuals 3,454. 


Observers: Sarah Bell, Valerie Brown, Blaine Ferrell (compiler), and David Roemer. 


Compiler Comments: This count followed a very warm period for the season. This might account 
for the lingering Common Yellowthroats, Orange-crowned Warbler, Palm Warbler and Ten- 
nessee Warbler. Otherwise, there was nothing unusual about the count other than it was hard to 
attract more participants because of the COVID-19 virus. Count week species: Lesser Scaup, 
Wild Turkey, Ring-billed Gull, Rusty Blackbird. 


Elkton (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center just N of jct. KY 102 Allensville Road 
and Gardner Road; 36.7605°, -087.1016°). Habitat: agricultural fields—73%, woodland—15%, 
brushy fencerows—8%, rural areas—2%, small ponds and streams—2%. Count not run this 
year. 


Glasgow (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Barren Co. courthouse; 36.9956°, - 
085.9127°). Habitat: deciduous woods—20%, fields and pastures—60%, and town and parks— 
20%. Dec. 14; 8:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. CST. Cloudy; temp. 31—40°F; wind N 10-15 mph. Water: 
open. 


Six observers in two to three parties (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 9.75 (3 on foot, 6.75 by 
car). Total party-miles: 90.25 (3.25 on foot, 87 by car). Hours feeder watching: .25. Total species 
67; total individuals 3,159. 


Observers: Barbara Brand, Tom Durbin (compiler), Carol Friedman, Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler, 
and Sandra Moss. 


Compiler Comments: It was a blustery day. Very low cloud base and cold. This kept most of the 
hawks grounded. Low numbers of individual species. We did manage 67 species which was 
only four less than last year. Because of the Covid 19 virus, two of our regulars did not partici- 
pate this year. We did not find anything that I would consider out of the ordinary. Count week 
species: None. 


Green River Lake (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Green River Memorial Bap- 
tist Church, Taylor Co.; 37.2987°, -085.3688°). Habitat: old fields, agricultural fields and borders, 
second growth forest, Green River riparian areas, open water, including Green River Lake, and 
Campbellsville City Lake. Dec. 28; 7:45 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. EST. Partly cloudy (a.m.) to cloudy 
(p.m.); temp. 35—52°F; wind S 0-15 mph. Water: open. 


Eleven observers in six parties. Total party-hours: 29.75 (19.5 on foot, 10.25 by car). Total party- 
miles: 127 (9.5 on foot, 117.5 by car). Total species 81 total individuals 8,573. 


Observers: Lloyd Curry, Gayle Dalton, Steve Dalton, Richie Kessler, Sam Kessler, Brainard 
Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), Jeff Sole, Aaron Yoder, Amos Yoder, Elmer Yoder, and Vernon 
Yoder. 
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Compiler Comments: Mostly cloudy, but relatively pleasant conditions occurred for the count this 
year. The species total (81) was above-average for recent years. Highlights included six Com- 
mon Mergansers, a few small flocks of Sandhill Cranes, and a Chipping Sparrow. The season’s 
boreal forest songbird flight was represented by only a few Red-breasted Nuthatches and Pine 
Siskins. Count week species: Great Horned Owl. 


Hart County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center near the end of Obanion Road; 
37.26271°, -085.841364°). Habitat: agricultural fields—73%, woodland—15%, brushy fencer- 
ows—8%, rural areas—2%, small ponds and streams—2%. Dec. 18; 5:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. 
Clear (a.m.) to partly clear; temp. 23-46°F; wind variable 0-5 mph. Still water partly frozen, 
moving water open. 


Ten observers in two to four parties. Total party-hours: 24 (4 on foot, 20 by car). Total party- 
miles: 214 (4 on foot, 210 by car). Total species 76; 3,204 individuals. 


Observers: Bonnie Avery, Tom Durbin, Carol Friedman, Carol Huber, Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler 
(compiler), Rickey Shive, Jeff Sole, Mitch Sturgeon, and Neil Troyer. 


Compiler Comments: Perfect December weather and a good showing of waterfowl combined to 
produce the highest number of species (76) in the thirty-four-year history of this count. Eastern 
Bluebird (115), Loggerhead Shrike (6), and Golden-crowned Kinglets (16) all put in good 
showings; two Blue-winged Teal were unexpected. Merlin was a new count species, and we 
had two! Count week species: Common Grackle. 


Hopkinsville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. US 68 and Pennyrile Park- 
way; 36.861547°, -87.472963°). Habitat is mainly urban with outlying areas being farmland. The 
north part of the circle is much more wooded. There has been substantial loss of habitat over the 
years due to urban development. Dec. 27; 6:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST. Partly cloudy; temp. 27— 
61°F; wind SW from 2—15 mph. Still water partly frozen, moving water open. 


Seven observers in one to three parties (+4 at feeders). Total party-hours: 23.5 (12.25 on foot, 
11.25 by car). Total party-miles: 241 (11 on foot and 230 by car). Hours owling: 0.5. Hours feed- 
er watching: 6. Total species 66; individuals 1,666. 


Observers: Candace Batchelder, James David Chiles (compiler), Hannah Grace, Irene Grace, Jeff 
Grace, Tom Jones, Sandra Price, Tom Price, Maggie Selvidge, David Smith, and Ken Utting. 


Compiler Comments: Highlights included seeing three Bald Eagles harassing waterfowl at Lake 
Morris, four Ruddy Ducks, four Sandhill Cranes, and a Barn Owl; 66 species total. Count week 
species: None. 


Land Between the Lakes (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center northern edge of 
mouth to Pisgah Bay, south of Pisgah Point boat ramp and near the end of Forest Service Road 
1111-A; 36.936736°, -88.168328°). Habitat as described in 1984. Dec. 19; 6:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
CST. Cloudy with some light rain (a.m., p.m.); temp. 41-44°F; wind SW 0-9 mph. Water: open. 


Twenty-four observers in one to thirteen parties. Total party-hours: 61.5 (22.5 on foot, 39 by car). 
Total party-miles: 321.5 (19.25 on foot, 302.25 by car). Total species 81; total individuals 11,900. 


Observers: Shannon Brockway, Arrianne Byrum (compiler), Hap Chambers, Melodie Cunning- 
ham, Melissa Easley, Jan Gray, Gabe Holcomb, Jaden Holcomb, Noah Holcomb, Patrick Hol- 
comb, Stephanie Holcomb, Melissa Johnson, Tim Johnson, Marissa Lindstrom, Kevin Mardell, 
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John Pollpeter, Andy Radomski, Elizabeth Raikes, Darrin Samborski, Tammie Smith, Jeremy 
Teague, Monica West, Nickolaus Willis, and Aviva Yasgur. 


Compiler Comments: This year, the weather was fairly typical for December with temperatures in 
the low 40s for count day. The day was mostly overcast, with rain holding off until most teams 
were done for the day. It seems due to weather and previous circle standardization, we did rec- 
ord lower numbers of waterfowl and other species than historically. 


We tallied 81 bird species for the day, which is relatively low for our average count yet seems 
to be becoming more the norm—but we did have many to add to the count week: Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, Fox Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Barred Owl (all usually seen on count day), 
Sandhill Crane, Greater White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose, and a Pacific Loon (possibly seen 
on count day but not positive enough to confirm; recorded in eBird for count week). Unusual 
for this year is a Great Egret, as well as low waterfowl numbers across the board. We had our 
lowest ever numbers for Ring-billed Gull and Mockingbird, and lower than usual numbers for 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Field Sparrow, Northern Cardinal (3 years in a row), and American 
Goldfinch. We saw higher than usual Forster's Tern, American Robin, and Red-winged Black- 
bird. We also were happy to see significant tallies for birds not always present on our counts: 
Redhead, Northern Pintail, Cooper’s Hawk, Winter Wren, and Hairy Woodpecker. Interesting- 
ly, European Starling was not a record high, but still the highest we've seen in over ten years. 
Thank you to all who helped us this year—we look forward to 2021! 


Lincoln’s Birthplace (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at courthouse square in 
downtown Hodgenville; 37.57375°, -085.74038°). Habitat as described in 2011. Dec. 26; 6:45 
a.m. to 5:45 p.m. EST. Partly cloudy; temp. 26—44°F; wind NE 2-3 mph. Water: open. 


Ten observers in one to seven parties (+3 at feeders). Total party-hours: 40.5 (10 on foot, 30.5 by 
car). Total party-miles: 301.25 (12.5 on foot, 288.75 by car). Hours owling: 1. Hours feeder 
watching: 5.5. Total species 81; total individuals 6,026. 


Observers: Brooks Atherton, Lyn Atherton, Sean Clinning, Bill Friel, Terri Friel, Brenda Gaddie, 
Nicole Hurt, Otis Meredith, Rosemary Meredith, Ross Parker, Jennifer Snyder, and Marsha Stew- 
art. Barbara Woerner (compiler) supported the team in the field. 


Compiler Comments: The final total for the Lincoln's Birthplace-Hodgenville CBC 2020/2021 is 
81 species + eight species for count week. That is really good for this year as waterfowl & 
blackbirds have been relatively scarce in this general area thus far this winter resulting in low 
to average totals for many CBCs in the state this year. 


Highlights from this year’s CBC include two species found for the first time since the count 
started (2004): American Woodcock, and a state rarity of three Evening Grosbeaks during 
count week. The number of Bald Eagles (seven, found in different areas), American Tree Spar- 
rows (30), and Pine Siskins (57) are the highest yet for this CBC. The total for Palm Warblers 
(25) is close to a record high for winter for the state. This included a small flock that was 
found, which is unusual in winter (usually found singly or in small groups of perhaps three to 
four). It was a “sweep” with nine sparrow species reported including Chipping, Savannah, Fox, 
and a flock of American Tree Sparrows, a species we often miss. The number of waterfowl 
species (13 sp. ducks, two sp. grebes, three sp. geese) found was really good especially given 
the scarcity of migrants thus far this winter. The Snow Geese and Greater White-fronted Geese 
found during count week were good finds. Other nice finds included two Cedar Waxwings 
which are hard to find around here this winter and a Wilson’s Snipe which is a well- 
camouflaged, often hard to find species. Count week species: Snow Goose, Greater White- 
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fronted Goose, Green-winged Teal, Sandhill Crane, Hermit Thrush, Fox Sparrow, Brown- 
headed Cowbird, Evening Grosbeak. 


Otter Creek Park (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center just W of jct. KY 1238 and 
Pack Lane, about 2 miles SW of the Park entrance; 37.91409°, -086.069836°). Habitat as de- 
scribed in 2001. Dec. 26; 6:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. EST. Partly cloudy (a.m.) to clear (p.m.); temp. 
15—39°F; wind NW 0-6 mph. Still water partly open, moving water open. 


Seven observers in one to six parties. Total party-hours: 42.5 (18.75 on foot, 23.75 by car). Total 
party-miles: 223 (16 on foot, 207 by car). Hours owling: 1.25. Total species 74; 5,726 individuals. 


Observers: Michael Autin (compiler), Meg Brown, Steve Brown, Asher Higgins, Brainard Palmer 
-Ball, Jr., James Wheat, and Barbara Woerner. 


Compiler Comments: Seven participants in six parties braved not the snowiest, but certainly one 
of the coldest counts in recent memory, starting out at 15 degrees and maybe getting into the 
low 40s, with an occasional light wind and no discernible precipitation. We ended up with 74 
species, and three count week species, with the biggest highlight on the count that almost never 
was being four reported Loggerhead Shrikes. Other highlights were American Black Duck, 
Eurasian Collared-Doves, a single American Coot, six Red-headed Woodpeckers, a decent 
showing of phoebes, Brown Thrashers, I feel a good number of Ruby-crowned Kinglets, three 
Brewer's Blackbirds, two Palm Warblers, all the expected sparrows. Misses were some com- 
mon waterfowl (often missed on this count), House Wren, which it should have been a good 
year for, Pine Warbler, siskin, a few blackbird species, and no owls detected. Thank you to 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, James Wheat, Barbara Woerner, Meg and Steve Brown, and Asher Hig- 
gins who came all the way from Somerset to help us out; a truly collaborative effort. You made 
this a success. Count week species: Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Russell-Adair County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. Owensby Road and 
Hwy. 3281; 36.965809°, -085.121701°). Habitat: mixed and deciduous woodland, pasture fields, 
streams and lake, mostly rural with a small percentage of urban. Dec. 26; 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
CST. Clear; temp. 16—44°F; wind variable, 2-15 mph. Still water partly frozen, moving water 
open. 


Nine observers in one to four parties. Total party-hours: 34.25 (5.25 on foot, 29 by car). Total 
party-miles 245.25 (2.25 on foot, 243 by car). Hours owling: .75. Total species 87; total individu- 
als 6,971. 


Observers: Kevan Albrecht, Ray Bontrager, Derek Coomer, Roseanna Denton (compiler), Steve 
Denton, Carolyn Gay Hodges, Cathy Jo Rogers, Mark Rogers, and Rickey Shive. 


Compiler Comments: We started the count with a temperature of 16 with about an inch of snow 
on the ground, which mostly melted as the temperature rose to a fairly pleasant high of 44 by 
midafternoon. Many of the area ponds were frozen. Nine participants in five parties counted 87 
species and 6,971 individuals. The species count is above average all time, but about average 
for the past few years, since we've had more participants counting. No new species were added 
to the count. We didn't get much in the way of unexpected species, but didn't miss too many of 
the expected ones. 


Highlights were the continuing Eared Grebes, Herring Gull (only the third time on this count) 
and Palm Warbler. Low counts were made for Northern Harrier (one), Pileated Woodpecker 
(five), Eastern Meadowlark (37), and Yellow-rumped Warbler (two). We had high counts for 
Canada Goose 227, Eastern Phoebe 25, White-crowned Sparrow 49 and Savannah Sparrow 23. 
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Small numbers of Sandhill Cranes were reported by all parties. Winter finches were mostly 
absent, but five Pine Siskins were found by one party, and an additional ten, plus 12 Purple 
Finches, were reported from a feeder. Wilson's Snipe was missing for the first time since 2009 
(possibly due to frozen habitat); Common Grackle was missing for the first time since 2013. 
Count week species: None. 


Somerset (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. Bypass Hwy. 80 and Hwy. 39; 
37.102452°, -084.603757°). Habitat as described in 2000. Jan. 1; 7:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. 
Cloudy with heavy rain (a.m.) to partly clear with light rain (p.m.); temp. 43-69°F; wind variable, 
0-25 mph. Water: open. 


Eleven observers in five to six parties (+4 at feeders). Total party-hours: 38.5 (10 by foot, 28.5 by 
car). Total party-miles: 182.75 (3.25 on foot, 179.5 by car). Hours owling: 1. Hours feeder watch- 
ing: 16. Total species 72; total individuals 8,192. 


Observers: Rhonda Bryant, Roseanna Denton (compiler), Steve Denton, Gay Hodges, Scott 
Marsh, Lynda Mills, Tom Mills, Arlene Morton, Rickey Shive, Benjamin Wells, and Ethan 
Wells. 


Compiler Comments: Heavy rain in the a.m. and fairly strong wind in the p.m. likely contributed 
to lower-than-average individual counts of several species. 72 is a bit below our 78average 
from our 25 CBCs. Highlights included four Bald Eagles, a Palm Warbler, and 16 Pine Siskins. 
One Red-breasted Nuthatch was found. 11 Eastern Phoebes was an above average count. Four 
Yellow-rumped Warblers was our lowest count ever for that species. Brown Creeper and most 
blackbirds were missing with only one Common Grackle and Eastern Meadowlark found. 
Count week species: Ross’s Goose, Northern Pintail, Great Horned Owl, Merlin. 


Wayne County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. Hwy. 1275 and Hwy. 
3106; 36.897211°, -084.821301°). Habitat as described tn 2002. Dec. 19; 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
EST. Partly clear (a.m.) to cloudy (p.m.); temp. 30-49°F; wind variable, 0-25 mph. Water: open. 


Six observers in four parties. Total party-hours: 35.25 (10 on foot, 25.5 by car). Total party-miles: 
220 (6 on foot, 214 by car). Hours owling: 3.5. Total species 80; total individuals 5,775. 


Observers: Lyle Bontrager, Roseanna Denton (compiler), Gay Hodges, Bret Kuss, Arlene Mor- 
ton, and Paul Mullet. 


Compiler Comments: A total of 80 species were found, which 1s near average for this count. Total 
individuals 5,775. No new species were added to the count. We tallied low numbers of most 
berry eaters. No winter finches were observed. Despite good numbers of Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches moving through during the fall only one was found on the count. We had good num- 
bers of both kinglets, Brown Creepers and Winter Wrens compared to past counts. Highlights 
were Golden Eagle, Barn Owl 4, House Wren 4, American Pipit 50, and Palm Warbler 11. 
Count week species: None. 


BLUEGRASS 


Bernheim Forest (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at Forest lookout tower, 2.75 
mi. SE of Forest entrance; 37.902405°, -085.62752°). Habitat as described in 1974. Dec. 30; 7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Partly cloudy (a.m.) to cloudy with light rain (p.m.); temp. 49-57° F; wind 
SW 9-13 mph. Water: open. 
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Nineteen observers in one to 12 parties (+3 at feeders). Total party-hours: 66.25 (32 on foot, 
34.25 by car). Total party-miles: 306.25 (30.5 on foot, 275.75 by car). Hours feeder watching: 
1.5. Total species 77; 4,867 individuals. 


Observers: Michael Autin, Jamie Baker, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Meg Brown, Steve Brown, Mike 
Callan (compiler), Hanah Carter, Dona Coates, Terri Friel, Lindsey McMahon, Eric Nally, Megan 
Nally, Bill Napper, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Jim Scout, Karen Scout, Kelly Vowels, and James 
Wheat. 


Compiler Comments: First ever Orange-crowned Warbler on Count Day. Evening Grosbeak on 
Count Week. New Technology Utilized: Google Map of circle, sections, and stops/locations to 
bird available to all members during the count. Live Count Checklist provided by Gerald 
"Jake" Souder. All count checklists entered into eBird for the first time. 


Burlington (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center near Camp Michaels; 38.9493°, - 
084.7463°). Habitat as described in 1992. Jan. 3; 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EST. Cloudy; temp. 36— 
38°F; wind NE 5-11 mph. Water: open. 


Twenty-one observers in one to eight parties (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 32 (12 on foot, 20 
by car). Total party-miles: 160 (10 on foot, 150 by car). Hours owling: 2.5. Hours feeder watch- 
ing: 2. Total species 61; total individuals 2,519. 


Observers: Linda Altevers, Kimmy Birrer, Susan Brown, Joe Caminiti, Joey Camuiniti, Kathy 
Caminiti (compiler), Elaine Carroll, Pat Carroll, Melissa Desjardin, Ed Groneman, Nora 
Honkomp, Mark Jacobs, Jessica Nienaber, Mark Nienaber, Gayle Pille, Ken Renner, Presley 
Riggs, Olivia Staten, Tommy Stephens, Chrisula Stone, and Ann Williams. 


Compiler Comments: We had great participation this year with eight groups in the field and one 
feeder watcher. This resulted in better coverage and high counts on 30 species. Highlights in- 
cluded three Bufflehead, one Pied-billed Grebe, Red-headed Woodpeckers in five locations, 
one Eastern Phoebe, one Red-breasted Nuthatch at a feeder, Purple Finches in two locations, 
and Pine Siskins in two locations. Absent for this count were Wild Turkey and gulls. Count 
week species: None. 


Danville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Boyle Co. Courthouse; 37.646268°, - 
084.773268°). Habitat: water edge—15%, urban—8%, cultivated—10%, field/fence row—35%, 
wooded edge—25%, and feeder—7%. Dec. 19; 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. Partly cloudy; temp 
27-44°F; wind S 9-11 mph. Water: open. 


Nine observers in five parties (+3 at feeders). Total party-hours: 34 (9.5 on foot, 24.5 by car). 
Total party-miles: 249 (12 on foot, 237 by car). Hours feeder watching: 4. Total species 55; total 
individuals 2,467. 


Observers: Laura Baird, Ben Leffew (compiler), Anne Lubbers, Preston Miles, Michael Patton, 
Rachel Patton, Milton Scarborough, Kate Slankard, and Patsi Trollinger. 


Compiler Comments: Nothing special to report. The sightings of Pine Siskin and a Rusty Black- 
bird are checked as unusual, but not questionable. Count week species: None. 


Falmouth (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center near Caddo, KY.; 38.74738°, - 
084.24473°). Habitat: woodland and forest edge—50%, river and lake shoreline—25%, agricul- 
tural—20%, and residential—5%. Count not run this year. 
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Frankfort (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. US 127 and KY 1900; 
38.227051°, -084.852521°). Habitat as described in 1977. Dec. 19; 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Partly 
cloudy; temp. 28—45°F; wind S 5—13 mph. Still water partly frozen, moving water open. 


Nineteen observers in one to nine parties (+2 at feeders). Total party-hours: 44.5 (36.25 on foot, 
8.25 by car). Total party-miles: 151.25 (31.75 on foot, 119.5 by car). Hours feeder watching: 3. 
Total species 56; total individuals 3,506. 


Observers: Joyce Bender, Jane Bogardus, Robert Chadwick, Angela Eldridge, Jacob Eldridge, 
Lisa Gabbard, Peggy Gould (compiler), Ralph Gould, Pat Hankla, Scott Hankla, Jeff Jones, Joel 
Jones, Geoffrey Roberts, Nour Salam, Edwin Shouse, Mary Shouse, David Smith, Gary Sprandel, 
and Rachel Young. 


Compiler Comments: Although we had a decent weather day, reports stated that birds were quiet 
that day. However, the combination of efforts made for a good count result! A total of three 
Bald Eagles tied our high number (but a total of four were seen at one time during count week). 
Other high total numbers were the Belted Kingfisher, Eastern Phoebe and Hermit Thrush. Jun- 
cos were at an all-time low. Count week species: Mute Swan, Pied-billed Grebe, Great Horned 
Owl, Merlin, Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 


Hardin County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. KY 1357 St. John Road 
and Kamber Lane, circa 6 miles W of Elizabethtown; 37.69825°, -85.96565°). Habitat: rural 
farmland—70% (c. row crop—75%, hayland and pasture—25%), rural and suburban settle- 
ment—20%, deciduous woodland blocks and wooded fence lines—5S%, and riparian/floodplain 
woodland—5%. Dec. 26; 6:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. EST. Partly cloudy with light snow in the morn- 
ing; temp. 20-39°F; wind S 4-8 mph. Still water frozen, moving water partly open. 


Four observers in three parties (+4 at feeders). Total party-hours: 7.5 (2 on foot, 5.5 by car). Total 
party-miles: 226 (1 on foot, 225 by car). Hours owling: 1. Hours feeder watching: 6. Total species 
90; 9,644 individuals. 


Observers: Sean Clinning, Georgia Elliot-Roberts, Kathy Lee, Mickey Marche, Rosemary Mere- 
dith, Mari Nall, Jennifer Snyder (compiler), and Jerry Snyder. 


Compiler Comments: Two unusual species for the date, Gray Catbird and House Wren, seen at 
the same location. Both species can be found in our area almost year-round. This location has 
had them in the past during the winter months. Count week species: Northern Bobwhite, Win- 
ter Wren, Cedar Waxwing, Savannah Sparrow, Common Grackle. 


Henry County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at end of Fern Castle Lane; 
38.39183°, -085.03719°). Habitat: mostly open farmland with most trees along fence lines; a lot 
of small farm ponds. Jan. 2; 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. Cloudy with light rain (a.m. and p.m.); 
temp. 35—45°F; wind calm. Water: open. 


Four observers in three parties. Total party-hours: 18 (.75 on foot, 7.5 by car, and 9.75 by bicy- 
cle). Total party-miles: 140.5 (1.5 on foot, 45 by car, and 94 by bicycle). Hours owling: 1.5. Total 
species 74; 5,412 individuals. 


Observers: Joel Raber, Reuben Raber (compiler), Rickey Shive, and Neil Troyer. 


Compiler Comments: Despite the fact of only four observers, we had a great day. It was very 
cloudy with an occasional drizzle. Vultures were pretty hard to come by, with only two Turkey 
Vultures seen. Worthy of comment was the number of blackbirds, including one Rusty Black- 
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bird. Other highlights were: Brown Thrasher, Loggerhead Shrike, Barn Owl, American Wood- 
cock, and also an Eastern (Yellow) subspecies of Palm Warbler. Count week species: None. 


Kleber Wildlife Management Area (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at Hensler, 
Owen Co.; 38.46333°, -084.776749°). Habitat as described in 1972. Jan. 2; 7:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 
Cloudy; temp. 38—56°F; wind NW, 1-9 mph. Water: open. 


Twelve observers in one to six parties. Total party-hours: 29.5 (6 on foot, 23.5 by car). Total party 
-miles: 232.75 (5.5 on foot, 227.25 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 51; total individuals 
2595; 


Observers: Caleb Ashcraft, Meg Brown, Steve Brown, Bernie Engleman, Ellen Engleman, Grace 
Engleman, Jeff Jones (compiler), Joel Jones, Amy Powell, Tony Powell, Kevin Talbert, and 
James Wheat. 


Compiler Comments: An overcast, calm and quiet day with, notably, a virtual absence of water- 
fowl. Greatest number of participants in recent years. Count week species: None. 


Lexington (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center East Hickman Church on Tates Creek 
Road; 37.9198°, -084.4693°). Habitat: suburban farms, woodlots, water company reservoirs, Ken- 
tucky River cliffs and bottomland. Dec. 19; 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. EST. Cloudy; temp. 30—44°F; 
wind S 8 mph. Still water partly frozen, moving water open. 


Forty observers in one to 15 parties. Total party-hours: 59 (25 by foot, 34 by car). Total party- 
miles: 253 (20 on foot, 233 by car). Total species 83; total individuals 6,769. 


Observers: Chris Ashline, Kelly Ashline, Kyle Bixler, Gretchen Bolton, Nancy Bowling, Tina 
Brouwer, Tony Brusate, Katey Buster, Lisa Combs, Martha Davenport, Matt Ernstes, Mark Far- 
man, Colin Fisher, Cynthis Higgs, Jim Hodge, Beverly James, Joni Kling, Terri Koontz, Pete 
Kraska, Betsy Lang, David Lang, Judy Lundquist, Scott Marsh, Josie Miller, Ronan O’Carra, 
Beth Oleson, Jennifer Perkins, Susan Pollack, James Scout, Karen Scout, Lou Shain, Nathan 
Skinner, Greg Smith, Dave Svetich, Billy Thomas, Laurie Thomas, Mark Tower (compiler), 
Charles Tremoulet, Johnny Walker, and George Weams. 


Compiler Comments: Unusual species observed: Two Orange-crowned Warblers (CBC ed.). 
Count week species: None. 


Louisville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. US 42 and KY 22; 38.28126°, - 
085.63481°). Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 20; 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. EST. Cloudy (a.m.) to 
partly cloudy (p.m.); temp. 38—47°F; wind E, 3-12 mph. Water: open. 


Thirty-nine observers in two to 23 parties (+8 at feeders). Total party-hours: 125.75 (93.5 on foot, 
32.25 by car). Total party-miles: 296.5 (73 on foot, 223.5 by car). Hours owling: 1.5. Hours feed- 
er-watching: 10.25. Total species 84; total individuals 12,595. 


Observers: Win Ahrens, Michael Autin, Jamie Baker, Tom Becker, Sherm Bedford, Jane Bell, Pat 
Bell, Carol Besse, Wanda Bilkey, Warren Bilkey, Rod Bokins, Paula Bower, Meg Brown, Steve 
Brown, John Callahan, Mike Callan, Dona Coates, Marge Constan, Colleen Craven-Becker, Wes 
Cunningham, Rod Goforth, Ron Hirsch, Maria Koukoulas, John Krull, JoAnn Luyster, Richard 
Mayfield, Lindsey McMahon, Andrew Melnykovych, Eric Nally, Lee Payne, Patrice Pittman, 
Anne Proffitt, Michael Riggs, Steve Rogers, Pam Spaulding, Dave Stewart, Greg Walker, James 
Wheat (compiler), and Barbara Woerner. 
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Compiler Comments: Highlights included a Tennessee Warbler and an Orange-crowned Warbler. 
We ran the table on woodpeckers and owls, and had good numbers for all the normal bird feed- 
er species (we had no Pine Siskins, despite this being a strong irruption year; siskins can hardly 
be described as a "normal" occurrence most years), and had three Purple Finches. We only 
missed Fox and Savannah of the sparrows. Another delight was a record-high eight Merlins. 
They were observed in six of the nine count circle sections—two of which had two Merlins 
each! 


Duck diversity was a little low; we missed Wood Duck, American Black Duck, Northern Pin- 
tail, Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, and Ruddy Duck. Hooded was the only merganser seen 
this year. With all the Sandhill Cranes flying by this week, it was a shame to have missed them 
on count day. Other waterbird misses were Common Loon and American Coot. Ring-billed 
Gull was the only gull species observed. The big surprise in this year's CBC was the near ab- 
sence of blackbirds. We had only 110 Red-wingeds; no Cowbirds, Grackles, or Rustys. A sec- 
ond surprise was the number of new high counts we had: Wild Turkey (49); Red-shouldered 
Hawk (35); Hairy Woodpecker (28); "Whitehatch" (80); Carolina Wren (279); Golden-crowned 
Kinglet (77); and Ruby-crowned Kinglet (37). Count Week species: Bufflehead, Common 
Goldeneye, Sandhill Crane, Gray Catbird, Fox Sparrow, Common Grackle, and Pine Siskin. 
Three additional Count Week species were observed in Indiana: Wood Duck, Common Mer- 
ganser, and Common Loon. 


Richmond (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center ca. 0.7 air miles E of jct. US 25 
and KY 1983 White Station Road; 37.6311°, -84.2638°). Habitat: fencerows and roadsides— 
20%, woodland—20%, pasture/open fields—55%, lawns—4%, and lakes and ponds—1%. Dec. 
19; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EST. Cloudy; temp. 39-45°F; wind E, 0-5 m.p.h. Water: open. 


Ten observers in one to five parties (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 21 (10 on foot, 11 by car). 
Total party-miles: 119 (7 on foot, 112 by car). Hours feeder watching: 2.75. Total species 54; 
4,012 individuals. 


Observers: John Abrams, Rebecca Bates, David Brown, Maria Brown, Sevi Brown, Josh Castle, 
Robert Foster, Brianna Ritchison, Gary Ritchison (compiler), Tameria Ritchison, and CareyJo 
Titus. 


Compiler Comments: Count week species: None (CBC ed.). 


Shelbyville (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center .75 mile S of US 60 and Guist 
Creek Lake on KY 714; 38.18997°, -85.14535°). Elevation 640-1190 ft. Habitat: farmland, fallow 
land, suburban, woodland, and grassland. Dec. 19; 6:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Partly cloudy 
(a.m.) to cloudy (p.m.); temp. 30—45°F; wind S 0-5 m.p.h. Still water partly frozen, moving water 
open. 


Eleven observers in one to five parties. Total party-hours: 27.5 (11.5 on foot, 16 by car). Total 
party-miles: 323 (9.5 on foot, 313.5 by car). Hours owling 2.5. Total species 61; 9,449 individu- 
als. 


Observers: Lori Ault, Brian Baker, Joan Brown, Sean Brown (compiler), Todd Brown, Hannah 
Crepps, Kevin Flowers, Cathy King, Walt Reichert, Jeff Sole, and Neil Sweeney. 


Compiler Comments: Seeing a male Cooper’s Hawk hit a bird feeder was the highlight of the day. 
Also the number (20) of Kestrels was nice to see! Hansborough Road, Bob Rogers, Buzzard 
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Roost Road, and Guist Creek Marina area were the most productive areas. The continuing Har- 
ris’s Sparrow was seen on count day (ed.). Count week species: None. 


Warsaw (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center Gallatin Co. Courthouse; 38.78387°, - 
084.90227°). Habitat as described in 1992. Dec. 20; 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EST. Cloudy with 
light rain (a.m.) to partly cloudy (p.m.); temp. 39-42°F; wind NE 6-14 mph. Water: open. 


Six observers in one to four parties. Total party-hours: 20 (4.50 on foot, 15.5 by car). Total party- 
miles: 167 (3.5 on foot, 163.5 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 60; total individuals 1,840. 


Observers: Joe Caminiti, Kathy Caminiti (compiler), Gary Duvall, Joyce Smith Duvall, Ed 
Groneman, and Tommy Stephens. 


Compiler Comments: Red-headed Woodpecker (1), found by Tom Stephens, was recorded for the 
first time for this count area. Number of waterfowl species was low due to no access to Ghent 
Power Plant. Count week species: None. 


CUMBERLAND PLATEAU / CUMBERLAND MOUNTAINS 


Ashland, Boyd County (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at 3722 Emitt Drive, 
Ashland, KY; 38.466993°, -082.699916°). Habitat: forest—60%, suburban—20%, roadside and 
brushy edges—15%, open land—3%, and open water and streams—2%. Dec. 26; 7:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. EST. Cloudy (a.m.) to partly cloudy (p.m.); temp. 16-34°F; wind SW, 0-9 mph. Snow 
2—4 inches. Still water partly frozen, moving water open. 


Two observers in one party (+1 at feeders). Total party-hours: 10 (3.5 on foot, 6.5 by car). Total 
party-miles: 112 (6.5 on foot, 110 by car). Hours owling: 2. Hours feeder watching: 2. Total spe- 
cies 67; total individuals 5,087. 


Observers: Lucas Canterbury, Ronald Canterbury (compiler), and Beverly Canterbury. 


Compiler Comments: With the relatively cold weather start, numerous sparrows, cardinals, and 
other birds were foraging at most of our stops and ducks were seen along the Ohio River and 
wetlands in decent numbers. Species noted in above average or relatively atypical for this count 
included Wood Duck (n = 6), Double-crested Cormorant (n = 7), American Coot (n = 4), East- 
ern Phoebe (n = 4), American Crow (n = 300), Eastern Bluebirds (n = 53), Northern Mocking- 
bird (n = 20), and European Starling (n = 3,006), Swamp Sparrow (n = 13), and Northern Car- 
dinal (n = 84). We were excited with the number of perched and foraging bluebirds in habitats 
along the open, riparian areas. Other than two noted Merlins at one cemetery, no other observa- 
tions merited a Rare Bird Report. Count week species: None. 


Cumberland Falls (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center on upper Bark Camp Creek; 
36.889994°, -084.261105°). Habitat: mostly forest (about 70% upland oak and pine, mixed forest, 
and hemlock forest), about 20% in small rural home lots, small farm holdings, and minimal resi- 
dential and urban areas, one large reservoir (Laurel River Lake), and about 17 miles of Cumber- 
land River/Lake Cumberland and its riparian forest. Dec. 14; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Cloudy, 
with light rain and snow (a.m.); temp. 33-41°F; wind NE, 0-10 mph. Water: open. 


Ten observers in four to six parties. Total party-hours: 43 (7 on foot, 36 by car). Total party- 
miles: 287.5 (8.5 on foot, 279 by car). Total species 65; total individuals 2,927. 


Observers: Wendi Allen, Sara Ash, Roseanna Denton, Steve Denton, James Kiser, Bret Kuss 
(compiler), Libby Megna, Doug Stephens, Sue Tucker, and Renee Yetter. 
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Compiler Comments: Though not unexpected in the area, this was the first occurrence of Ruffed 
Grouse on the Cumberland Falls count. Vesper Sparrow was added as new to the count as well. 
Gulls were absent and waterfowl counts were low but Common Mergansers have been regulars 
the past few years. High counts included 175 Mourning Dove and 159 Tufted Titmouse. For 
the second time, two House Wrens showed up in the count. Notable misses include Killdeer, 
Ring-billed gull, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Chipping Sparrow, and House Sparrow. Count week 
species: None. 


London (all points within a 7.5-mile radius circle, center at jct. Rte. 3432 and US 25; 37.135376°, 
-084.094161°). Habitat as described in 2014. Dec. 17; 6:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Partly cloudy with 
light rain and snow (a.m.) to clear (p.m.); temp. 32—34°F; wind NW, 0-10 mph. Water: open. 


Nine observers in nine parties. Total party-hours: 41.25 (2.5 on foot, 38.75 by car). Total party- 
miles: 200 (1 on foot, 199 by car). Total species 62; total individuals 5,257. 


Observers: Wendi Allen (compiler), Roseanna Denton, Steve Denton, Gay Hodges, Bret Kuss, 
Barbara McIntosh, Arlene Morton, Marie Oakley, and Sue Tucker. 


Compiler Comments: The day was overcast with occasional showers and mist. The number of 
birds overall was down but we had a good species number. Enjoyable day. Count week species: 
None. 


CBC RESULTS 


Christmas Bird Count data for 2020-2021 are provided on the KOS website (visit birdky.org and 
navigate to the CBCs page). This table is arranged in order of Kentucky physiographic regions, 
from west to east, and organized alphabetically within each region. Please note that the table only 
includes birds identified to the species level [1.¢., there is no row for Accipiter sp. or Greater/ 
Lesser Scaup, etc., though the individuals count for each CBC includes them]. 


Figure 1 below locates the CBCs on a map of Kentucky. 


Burlington 

- Nolin River - Jackson Purchase Falmouth 
- Mammoth Cave N. P. - Shawnee Hills Warsaw 
- Bowling Green - Highland Rim Ashland 
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Figure 1. Kentucky CBCs, 2020-2021 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Available 


The Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor the 
memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions of Ginny and her hus- 
band, Wendell, to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The scholarship 
is available to birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. The Fund will pay 
tuition to attend an American Birding Association (ABA) Summer Camp. Details about the ABA 
camps can be found on the ABA website. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants 
should fill out the form found on the KOS website (https://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny- 
kingsolver-fund.html), write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend, 
and include a brief recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Applications should be 
sent to Carol Besse (csbesse@bellsouth.net). Recipients will be asked to report on their camp 
experience either in person to their local bird club, to KOS at a meeting, or in writing. Scholarship 
applications are due by May | each year, however grants will be subject to ABA camp’s space 
availability. 


At the time of publication the Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship is well funded and do- 
nations are currently closed. Donations to the general funds, and to those funds below, are still 
welcome. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports the education of children in the deeper ap- 
preciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of up to $5000, visit 
the KOS website (http://birdky.org/anne-stamm-fund.html) or contact Scott Marsh by mail at 
4401  Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY, 40509, or via email _ at 


(SMarsh@Clayingels.com). 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with mon- 
etary awards of up to $5000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website 
(https://birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund. html) ) or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 40601 


(kate.slankard@ky. gov). 


Recipients of KOS grants are expected to submit research articles or summary reports, which will 
be published in future issues of The Kentucky Warbler. 


Gordon Wilson Fund Grants Available 


The Gordon Wilson Fund was established in honor of Dr. Gordon Wilson, respected Kentucky 
ornithologist and one of the three founders of KOS. Grants of up to $5,000 may be requested to 
fund research, publication costs, and environmental education projects. Members of the Society 
will receive preference for funding, but others are encouraged to apply. For guidelines on how to 


apply, visit the KOS website (http://birdky. org/kos-funds-scholarships-and-endowments.html) or 
contact Jeremy Teague by mail at 379 Sir Charles Court, Calvert City, KY, 42029-7519, or via 


email at (jeremy.teague@birdky.org). 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky (3rd ed.) now available. 


By Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


Annotated Checklist 
of the 


Kentucky Ornithological Society 
Paperback 276 pages. 1 August 2019. Birds of Kentu cky 


“The 3rd edition of the Annotated Checklist of the 
Birds of Kentucky updates the status and abundance of 
390 species that have been documented to have 
occurred in Kentucky. The 3rd edition has been 
expanded to include more detailed lists of county 
distribution of many less common species. Included in 
species descriptions are brief summaries of status, 
distribution, seasonal occurrence, and abundance.” 


Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr 


— Kentucky Ornithological Society website. 


This important reference is available at meetings of the 
society, through Aerio Book Sales (https://aerbook.com/maker/productcard-4886075-6955. html) 
and wherever books are sold. 


ooo 


Brown Pelican—Meade Co. 
22 August 2020, Pam Spaulding 
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Membership Application for the Kentucky Ornithological Society 


Save time and effort and renew or join online at birdky.org. 
Renew by mail using this form and the enclosed self-addressed envelope. 


Please mail your dues to Steve Kistler, 1335 Sam Goodman Rd, Munfordville KY 
42765. Please make checks payable to Kentucky Ornithological Society. 
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LeConte’s Sparrow—Hart Co. 
8 November 2020, Jeff Sole 


Wy, - 
Lark Sparrow—Logan Co. 
1 September 2020, Steve Tyson 


Western Meadowlark—Ohio Co. 
26 Nov. 2020, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


Black-capped Chickadee—Lawrence Co. 
28 Nov. 2020, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
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Black Fon beanklin Co. 
1 September 2020, David Lang 


Northern Saw-whet Owl—Jefferson Co. 
24 October 2020, Steve Brown 
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Evening Grosbeak 
Jackson Co., 26 November 2020 
Diana Piep 


White-winged Scoter 
Jefferson Co., 29 November 2020 
Win Ahrens 


Barn Owl 
Franklin Co., 11 November 2020 
David Lang 


Wood Stork 
Jefferson Co., 13 August 2020 
Steve Brown 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Dear Birders, 


A recent article in the American Birding Association’s Birding magazine had the author 
birding in the US county with the least number of eBird checklists. That county was 
Martin County, Kentucky. In fact, Kentucky is home to three of the lowest six counties 
and seventeen of the lowest fifty. Not everyone uses eBird but it gives an indication of 
the areas of Kentucky that are under-birded. As one would expect most of the counties 
are in eastern Kentucky. It may be that these areas will need outreach (birding kits at 
libraries or schools) to try and introduce people to the joys of birding or simply try to get 
birders in the areas to start using eBird. There are a number of counties on the list of 
fifty least ebirded counties that were surprising, namely Green, Hancock and Webster. 
These counties are next to counties that are highly birded so if you are traveling to bird 
in Hart, Daviess, Henderson or Hopkins why not take a slight detour through neighbor- 
ing counties and add a checklist or two. 


Social media, 1n recent years, has had a massive influence on how we communicate with 
each other and in birding it is no different. Many birding groups have been set up on the 
different platforms and during the pandemic these have been a boon for those new to 
birding. Some of the photography is amazing and people enjoy posting and seeing these 
great photos. These platforms go through cycles of popularity and it is difficult to keep 
track of which platform that best engages the younger audience to get them to try 
birding. If there is a platform on which the Kentucky Ornithological Society should have 
a presence, let us know. These platforms can miss out on a lot of birding as I don’t think 
people are willing to put up imperfect shots (not everyone has a high magnification lens) 
or simple notes on what they are seeing. For these reasons, I would like to remind 
people that the KOS Birdky LISTSERV is still active (Find out how to sign up for the 
KOS LISTSERV by going to the Birding Resources page at Birdky.org). If you notice 
interesting bird sightings on any of the different platforms please relay them to the 
Birdky LISTSERV. This is the best way to have a record of these sightings as many 
users on these platforms don’t record their sightings on eBird. 


Happy Birding 


Ronan O’ Carra 


Note: This issue was published later than normal, and after the annual KOS Board member elec- 
tions occurred. The listing at left shows the board composition at the time of normal publication. 
Below are the new board members elected in September of 2021: 


e Vice-President, Jeremy Teague, Calvert City 

e § Councillor, 2019-2022, Nancy Braun, Lexington (finishing Jeremy Teague’s term) 
e Councillor, 2021—2024, Carol Besse, Louisville 

e Councillor, 2021-2024, Donna Stricklin, Madisonville 
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THE WINTER SEASON, DECEMBER 2020-FEBRUARY 2021 


Ronan O’ Carra 


Climatic conditions during Winter 20/21 were variable. Temperatures for December and January 
were up to 2 degrees above normal but a cold blast came through in February resulting in a 
statewide average temperature 6 degrees below normal [-8.1°F (West), -6.0°F (Central), -5.8°F 
(Bluegrass), -4.5°F (East)]. The February low temperatures included 3 major winter storms (ice 
and snow) with some locations dipping into the single digits. These had a major negative effect on 
resident bird species. Rainfall in Kentucky was highly variable, both as a whole and across the 
regions, through the season. December precipitation had a statewide average loss of 0.71n [-1.3in 
(West), -0.8in (Central), -1.0in (Bluegrass), +0.2in (East)]; January was close to average with a 
statewide average increase of 0.4in (+.91n, +0.8in, +0.61n, -0.41n) but was the result of heavy rain 
at the start and end of the month with little in between; February had a statewide average increase 
of 0.7in (-0.6in, +0.7in, +0.7in, +1.6in) but, similar to January, was the result of major rain (2.8in) 
in the last few days of the month as well as frozen precipitation from the storms. 


Sightings are extracted mainly from eBird with supplementary records from the BirdKy listserv. 
Comments about previous Kentucky bird records rely on the Annotated Checklist (Palmer-Ball, 
Jr., 2019). The species order is based on the Kentucky State List of Birds (Yandell, 2019), with 
review species being capitalized and state firsts underlined. The list of rarities for the winter 
season included Western Grebe, California Gull, Pacific Loon, Snowy Owl, continuing Prairie 
Falcon, Northern Shrike, Varied Thrush, and Harris’s Sparrow. The major winter finch irruption 
continued with increasing numbers of those previously reported with the additional reports of 
Common Redpoll and Red Crossbill. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these reports have 
been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports of out-of-season 
birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic documentation. This 
documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (K BRC). Decisions 
regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The 
Kentucky Warbler. 


Abbreviations — County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/’ symbol is 
used in place of “and”; “ba.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the bird was banded; 
“ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was documented with photo- 
graph(s); “au.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was documented with a 
voice recording; “+” next to an observer’s initials indicates that written details about identification 
or number were submitted with the report; “m.ob.” within observer initials indicates that the 
observation was seen by multiple observers. “per. comm.” after an observer’s initials indicates 
that the report was personally communicated to the subsequent reporter. Location information and 
observer codes are listed after the report. 


Snow Goose — 4,000 at Sauerheber, Hender- Anderson, 30 January (ph. fJSo), 2 in north 
son, 4/17 January (SRe/KM1) was the Fayette 4 February (ph. tJHe) and 1 at 
highest number reported. Campbellsville Reservoir, Taylor, 14 


Ross’s Goose — 8 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 4 February (ph. TJSo). 


January (ph. tSRe) was the highest number Greater White-fronted Goose — An estimated 


reported; other reports of interest included 1 2,000 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 21 Decem- 
flying over Milton, Trimble, 2 December ber (JTe) and 1,500 at Sauerheber, Hender- 
(tBWu), 1 at Duckers Lake, Franklin, 9 son, 1 December (KMi) were the highest 


December (ph. tRCh), 2 northwest of Alton, numbers reported. 
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Cackling Goose — There were reports from 14 
counties. 10 at KY Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources Headquarters, Franklin, 
8 January (ph. RCh) were the first reported. 
14 at Louisville Water Company Ponds, 
Jefferson, 19 February (ph. +JBa) was the 
highest number reported. 


Tundra Swan -— Birds continued at Sauer- 
heber, Henderson, with 116 there on 28 
October (*SRe) being the highest number 
reported. Reports outside of Henderson 
include 17 at Former Camp #11 Mine, 
Union, 16 December (BPa) with 5 there on 
26 February (BPa) and 2 east of Hanson, 
Hopkins, 16 January through the end of the 
season (ph. }BCa, m.ob.). 


Blue-winged Teal — 2 near Hundred Acre 
Pond, Hart, 18 December (SKi, JKi, JSo) 
were probably late migrants whereas | at 
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Mercer, 31 
January (*DPa) was probably an early 
migrant. 2 at Former Camp #11 Mine, 
Union, 26 February (BPa) were the next 
birds to be reported. 


Northern Shoveler — 70 at Sauerheber, 
Henderson, 19 January (JSo) was a modest 
high number for the season. 


Gadwall — 200 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 21 
December/6 January (JTe/SRe) and 150 at 
Kuttawa, Lyon, 18 February (CBI) represent- 
ed modest peak counts for the season. 


American Wigeon — 150 near Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, 21 December (SRe) was the highest 
number reported. 


American Black Duck — 56 at Louisville 
Water Company Ponds, Jefferson, 3 January 
(+ JWh) was the highest number reported. 


Northern Pintail — 300 at Sauerheber, Hender- 


son, 19 January (JSo) was the highest 
number reported. 
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Green-winged Teal — 200 at Honker Bay, 
LBL, Lyon, 24 January (CBI) was the 
highest number reported. 


Canvasback — 300 on the river at Uniontown, 
Union, 22 February (ph. CCr) was the 
highest number reported. 


Redhead — 175 on ponds east of Paris, Bour- 
bon, 27 February (ph. +RDe) was the highest 
number reported. 


Ring-necked Duck — 500 at Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, 6/28 January (SRe) was the highest 
number reported. 


Greater Scaup — 80 at Barkley Bridge, LBL, 
Trigg, 19 February (CBI) was a modest high 
number for the season. 


Lesser Scaup — 300 at Honker Lake, LBL, 
Lyon, 2 December (HCh), Green Turtle Bay, 
Livingston, 28 December (JWh) and Long 
Run Park, Jefferson, 28 February (ph. JEl) 
were the highest number reported. 


Greater/Lesser Scaup — An estimated 1200+ 
reported at Little Bear Creek, Marshall, 4 
Jan (CBI, CSo) was the highest number 
reported. 


Scoter Sp. — There was a flock of Scoters at 
Smithland Dam, Livingston, 5 December 
(ph. }BPa) that contained the 3 species 
regularly seen in Kentucky namely Surf, 
White-winged, and Black. 


Northern Pintail — Fayette Co. 
6 February 2021, Colin Fisher 
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Surf Scoter — There were three reports: 6 at 
Smithland Dam, Livingston, 5 December 
(ph. *BPa, CBI); 10 at Equestrian Lakes, 
Shelby, 11 December (ph. *MEI); 1 at 
Cooley’s Pond, Wayne, 13 February (*LBo). 


White-winged Scoter — There were 8 reports. 
1 continuing on the Ohio River at Louisville, 
Jefferson, until 5 December (RCh, DCh); 1 
at Smithland Dam, Livingston, 5 December 
(ph. tBPa, CBI); 3 at Little Bear Creek, 
Marshall, 4/6 January (*CBI/+LBo, BPa); 1 
at Lake Linville, Rockcastle, 14 February 
(ph. MFa); 24 on the Ohio River at Louis- 
ville, Jefferson, 17—26 February (ph. CBI, 
m.ob.); 1-4 on the Ohio near Covington, 
Kenton/Campbell, 19-21 February (ph. 
+RCr, m.ob.); 3 at Lake Barkley Dam, Lyon, 
26 February (ph. +BPa); 3 on the Ohio River 
in Crittenden 28 February (ph. fWAh). 


Black Scoter — There were 3 reports: 1 at 
Smithland Dam, Livingston, 5 December 
(ph. tBPa, CBI); 2 at Lake Barkley Dam, 
Lyon, 20-26 February (CBI, ph. TNo, NBr, 
m.ob.); 1 on the Ohio River at Louisville, 
Jefferson, 22 February (*MBr, SBr). 


Black Scoter — Lyon Co. 
20 February 2021, Teresa Noel 


Long-tailed Duck — There were five reports. 1 
on the Ohio River at Carrollton, Carroll, 2 
December (*BWu); 2 at KY Lake Dam, 
Marshall, 17 December (*NSt); 1 on a small 
pond prior to the arrival of a winter storm in 
Georgetown, Scott, 15 February (ph. tHVo); 
1 on the Ohio River in Louisville, Jefferson, 


17-26 February (BPa, *JAr, ph. SBr, m.ob.); 


1 at KY Dam Village SRP, Marshall, 27 
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February into the next season (ph. +JTe, 
m.ob.). 


Common Goldeneye — 400 on Kentucky Lake 
off Sherwood Shores, Marshall, 6 January 
(*BPa) represented the peak count for the 
season. 


Hooded Merganser — As is the norm the 
seasonal peak count was at Lexington 
Reservoirs #2 & #3, Fayette, with 300 there 
on 13 February (RCh, m.ob.). 


Common Merganser — 17 at Minor Clark, 
Rowan, 14 February (ph. fTNo, NBr) was a 
low peak count for the season. 


Red-breasted Merganser — 15 at Wolf Creek 
Dam, Russell, 16 December (LBo) was a low 
peak count for the season. 


Ruddy Duck — 300 at Lake Barkley SRP, 
Trigg, 13 February (*KCI), which were 
noted to have been at the location for 2 
months, was the highest number reported. 


Ruffed Grouse — There was one report on 
eBird of a single bird at Hensley Pine 
Mountain WMA, Letcher, 23 December 
(*BPa). 


Pied-billed Grebe — 72 on Green River Lake, 
Taylor, 28 December (*BPa) was the highest 
number reported. 


Horned Grebe — 86 at Lake Cumberland SRP, 
Russell, 16 December (*LBo) was the 
highest number reported. 


Red-necked Grebe — There were no reports. 


Eared Grebe — There were three reports. 2 at 
Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, first reported 5 
December (ph. tLBo, m.ob) overwintered 
through the season; | at Lake Peewee, 
Hopkins, 8 December (*ZPo); 1 at Sledd 
Creek Boat Ramp, Marshall, 6-9 February 
(ph. TSm, m.ob.). 


WESTERN GREBE — KBRC review re- 
quired. 1 on the Ohio River in Louisville, 
Jefferson, 1-13 December (ph. {MKo, 
m.ob.) 
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WHITE-WINGED DOVE — KBRC review 
required. 1 was reported at a residence in 
Horse Cave, Hart, 14 January (*JRs). 


Rufous Hummingbird — There were four 
reports: an immature male at Paducah, 
McCracken, continuing from late October 
was last reported 10 December (*SRe); an 
immature male continued on the northwest 
side of Danville, Boyle, and was joined by a 
female 1/9 December (ph. BPa/ ba. BPa) and 
were last reported 21 January and 16 
January, respectively (KWa per. comm. 
BPa); an adult female continuing east of 
Winchester, Clark, was last reported 4 
February (LFi Per. Comm. BPa); 1 immature 
female at Calvert City, Marshall, 9 January 
(ph. LBo, ba. BPa), present since the fall, 
was last reported 14 February (PWe per. 
comm. BPa). 


Virginia Rail — There were 5 reports: 3 at 
Long Point, Fulton, 19 December (BPa) was 
the highest number reported; singles were 
reported at Former Camp #11 Mine, Union, 
16 December (BPa), on the Sinclair, 
Muhlenberg, 2 January (¢TGr) and off 
Rockport Paradise Road, Muhlenberg, 2 
January (*BPa). 


Sora — There was one report of a calling bird 
off Rockport Paradise Road, Muhlenberg, 2 
January (*BPa). 


American Coot — 94 at KY Dam Village SRP, 
Marshall, 25 February (JPo) was the highest 
number reported. 


Sandhill Crane — 13,700 were estimated to 
have flown over Douglass Hills, Jefferson, 
over a three hour period on 25 December 
(tMYa, BYa) and was the highest number 
reported. 5,500 northwest of Cecelia, 
Hardin, 15 February (fKTh) was the second 
most reported. 


Killdeer — 575 at Barren River Lake, Barren, 
23 December (RSt) was the highest number 
reported. 


Dunlin — There were reports from 4 locations. 
2 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 4 December 
(HCh) with 9 there on 8 December (MEa, 
HCh) being the highest number reported for 
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the season. 2 were reported from this 
location on 18 January (ph. tJPo, HCh); 3 at 
Barren River Lake, Barren, 23 December 
(*RSt); 2 off Whickerville Road, Hart, 31 
December (ph. JSo); 2 at Wilson Creek 
Recreation Area, Zaylor, 16 January (ph. 
RDe). 


Rufous Hummingbird — Clark Co. 
7 January 2021, Jeff Sole 


Least Sandpiper — Small numbers were 
reported through the season in Todd, Mar- 
Shall, Daviess, Barren, and Warren. 28 at 
Big Pond Rd, Todd, 1 February (ph. IKi) was 
the highest number reported with birds being 
present at this location until 4 February (ph. 
SHa). 


American Woodcock — Reports of birds 
lingering at Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg, 
until 2 January (BPa) with the next report 
being 2 at Figett Bend Road, Hart, 22 
January (JSo). 


Wilson’s Snipe — Reported throughout the 
season. 53 at Whickerville Area, Hart, 22 
January (ph. JSo) represent a modest peak 
count. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — 1 west of Cecilia, Hardin, 
23 February (*BPa) was the only report. 


Greater Yellowlegs— 1 at Guthrie Swamp, 
Todd, 15 December (ph. SAr) was the only 
report. 


Bonaparte’s Gull — 1,155 at Barkley Canal 
Overlook, Lyon, 30 January (ph. fCRu) was 
the highest number reported. 
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Ring-billed Gull — 10,000 at Calvert City 
Landfill, Marshall, 28 December (*JWh) 
was the highest number reported. 


CALIFORNIA GULL — KBRC review 
required. There was a report of a single bird 
at Calvert City Landfill, Marshall, 2 Febru- 
ary (ph. *BPa) with an in-depth discussion 
on the ID which was further corroborated by 
other photos on 8/9 February (ph. tALy/ 
+JPo, ph.HCh). 


Herring Gull — 600 at Calvert City Landfill, 
Marshall, 9 February (CBI) was the highest 
number reported. 


Iceland Gull — An adult and up-to 2 first-year 
birds continued in the vicinity of Calvert/KY 
Dam/Lake Barkley area, Marshall/ 
Livingston/Lyon, with a single bird at KY 
Lake Dam 6 Jan (*BPa) being the last 
reported. 


Red-throated Loon — Trimble Co. 
23 February 2021, Ron Hirsch 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — 23 at Calvert City 
Landfill, Marshall, 20 February (HCh) was 
the highest number reported with birds being 
reported in the area throughout the season. 1 
at Lake Pewee, Hopkins, 8 February (*CBI, 
RRo) was the only report away from the 
LBL area. 


Glaucous Gull — A continuing first-year bird 
was present at the KY Lake Dam area until 6 
December (ph. *GHi). A second bird, an 
adult, was first reported at the KY Lake 
Dam, Marshall, 3 February (ph. *BPa) and 
was present at the Calvert City Landfill until 
20 February (ph. }TNo, ph. NBr). 
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8 February 2021, Andrew Lydeard 


Great Black-backed Gull — A first-cycle bird 
was first reported at the Calvert City Land- 
fill, 4 December (ph. +BPa) and continued in 
the area through the season. 


Forster’s Tern — A number of birds overwin- 
tered on KY Lake through the season with 
28 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 8 December 
(HCh) the highest number reported. 


Red-throated Loon — There were four reports. 
1 on KY Lake east of New Concord, Callo- 
way, 30 December (tJPo, HCh); 2 at Wolf 
Creek Dam, Russell, 27 January (*LBo); 1 
on the Ohio River at Louisville, Jefferson, 17 
February (ph. CBI); 1 at Milton Boat Ramp , 
Trimble, 23 February (ph. WAh, m.ob.). 


PACIFIC LOON — KBRC review required. 
The only report was of 1 at Sledd Creek Boat 
Ramp, Marshall, 14—20 December (tJSo, 
CBI, m.ob.) 


Common Loon — 15 at Sledd Creek Boat 
Ramp, Marshall, 17 December (NSt) was 
the highest number reported. 


Double-crested Cormorant — 300 at Honker 
Lake, LBL, Lyon, 2 February (CBI) was the 
highest number reported. 


American White Pelican — 184 at Jonathan 
Creek, Marshall, 27 December (HCh) was 
the highest number reported. 


Great Egret — As noted in the previous report 
1 was at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, Franklin, 
until 1 December (RCh) with other singles 
being reported; west of Paducah, McCrack- 
en, 5 December (*SRe); at the industrial 
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ponds in Calvert City, Marshall, 12/17 
December (ph. BPa, m.ob./TSm ); a flyover 
southeast of Carrollton, Carroll, 26 Decem- 
ber (fDWt); at Melco, Jefferson, 28 Decem- 
ber (fMAu); and north of Hickman, Fulton, 
6 January (*CBI). 2 continued from the 
previous season at Sledd Creek, Marshall, 
until 24 January (CBI) and were the last 
reported. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — There were 
reports from four locations; 5 at South 
Beargrass Creek Retention Basin, Jefferson, 
20 December (MAu); 2 at Melco, Jefferson, 
1 January (MAu); up to 3 in the vicinity of 
Louisville Zoo, Jefferson, 4/26 January 
({SWa) and 21 February (MKa, SWa); and 1 
at Reservoir #2, Fayette, 8 February (ph. 
+DSe). 


Golden Eagle — At Bernheim Forest, Bu//itt/ 
Nelson, a peak count of 6 (4 adults and 2 
juveniles; all thought to be unique individu- 
als based on location of observation) was 
tallied 17 January (KVo pers. comm. BPa). 1 
at Bernheim Forest, Ne/son, 23 January 
(+BPa, LMc) was the last to be reported. 


Northern Harrier — 12 at Guthrie Swamp, 
Todd, 15 December (SAr) was the highest 
number reported. 


Bald Eagle — A summary of winter counts is 
included in the issue. 17 at Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, 21 December (ph. JTe) was the 
highest number reported. 


Red-tailed Hawk — A number of reports of the 
Harlan’s subspecies (B. j. harlani) were 
noted in Fulton, Hopkins, Ballard, Muhlen- 
berg, Butler, and Logan. 


Rough-legged Hawk — 2 birds, a light and a 
dark morph, were reported north of Bedford, 
Trimble, 21/22 February (ph. + WAh/ph. 
+BPa). 


Barn Owl — 1-2 birds were reported from 6 
locales in Allen, Ballard, Hardin, Shelby, 
Todd and Lincoln. 


SNOWY OWL - KBRC review required. 
There were 2 reports. 1 at Owensboro 
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Airport, Daviess, was present and gave good 
views from 7—26 December (BNo, ph. 
m.ob.); 1 at Somerset, Pulaski, first reported 
on 16 December was confirmed 17 Decem- 
ber (ph. fBWe, EWe). 


Long-eared Owl — There were reports of 
roosts in Marshall and Bourbon. The roost 
group of 5, first noted February 14 in 
Bourbon, remained through the end of the 
season. 


Short-eared Owl — There were reports from 19 
counties through the whole season. 9 at 
Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 18 January (ph. BWu) 
was the highest number reported. 


Northern Saw-whet Owl — There was one 
report of a single bird at Little Lick Recrea- 
tion Area DBNF, Pulaski, 13 January 
(+RDe). 


Merlin — 3 at Carrie Gaulbert Cox Park, 
Jefferson, 30 December (ph. RHi) was the 
highest number reported. Reported at 42 
different locations in 18 counties. 


Peregrine Falcon — Reported in 17 different 
counties. 


PRAIRIE FALCON —- KBRC review re- 
quired. Individual bird continuing north of 
Anton, Hopkins, was last reported 11 
December (*JBa). 


Loggerhead Shrike — The eBird database 
contains reports from 17 counties during the 
season. 


Snowy Owl — Pulaski Co. 
17 December 2020, Ethan Wells 
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Brown-headed Nuthatch — Laurel Co. 
2 January 2021, Tommy Quarles 


NORTHERN SHRIKE — KBRC review 
required. 1 continuing at Sinclair, Muhlen- 
berg, was last reported 5 December (+JHa, 
SAr). 


American Crow — 2,000 at a roosting spot 
around Shillito Park, Lexington, Fayette, 28 
January (LCo) was the highest number 
reported. 


Fish Crow — 40 north of Mayfield, Graves, 18 
January (au. TMc) was the highest number 
reported. Birds were reported at 10 different 
locations in 6 counties 1n the western end of 
the state. 


Common Raven — There were reports of birds 
from Letcher, Lawrence, Martin, Floyd, 
Magoffin, and Clay. 


Horned Lark — 200 north of Bedford, Trimble, 
22 February (ph. }BPa) was the highest 
number reported. 


Tree Swallow — | at KY Lake Dam, Marshall, 
22 February (JSo) was the first seen. 


Purple Martin — 2 at Lake Barkley SRP, 
Trigg, 28 February (*SW1) were the first 
reported. 


BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE — KBRC 
review required. | continued at Cherokee 
Unit, Yatesville Lake WMA, Lawrence, (ph. 
JWh, JBa, NBr, TNo). 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — The major irruption 
continued with 26 at Bernheim Arboretum & 
Research Forest, Bullitt, 13 December 
(+PBI) being the highest number reported. 
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Brown-headed Nuthatch — Birds were 
reported only at the now traditional locale in 
London, Laurel (m. ob.). 


House Wren — A number of birds were 
reported in the state, mainly to the south and 
west. A group of 6, associated with flocks of 
passerines, was a significant number at 
Peabody WMA, Ken Unit, Ohio, 2 January 
(ph. *BPa). 


Sedge Wren — There were three reports. 2 at 
Reelfoot NWR, Long Point Unit, Fulton, 19 
December (BPa); 2 at West KY WMA, 
McCracken, 21 December (BPa); 1 at Bogle 
Road, Warren, 29 December (au. f AHu). 


Marsh Wren — There were 4 reports. 1 west of 
Mayfield, Graves, 17 December (*CBI). 1 
east of Wickliffe, Carlisle, 17 December 
(+CBI); 2 at Reelfoot NWR, Long Point 
Unit, Fulton, 19 December(*BPa). 


Golden-crowned Kinglet — 16 at Bernheim, 
Bullitt, 13 December (PBI) was the highest 
number reported. 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet — 16 at Yatesville 
Lake WMA, Lawrence, 6 December (*JWh, 
m.ob.) was the highest number reported. 


Eastern Bluebird — 50 at Sinclair, Muhlen- 
berg, 2 December (RH1) was the highest 
number reported. The heavy winter storms 
and freezing temperatures had a severe effect 
on Eastern Bluebird populations with many 
perishing in boxes huddled from the cold. 
This resulted in a subsequent 71% decrease 
in nesting attempts in the LBL area later in 
the year. 


VARIED THRUSH — KBRC review required. 
1 southwest of Burlington, Boone, 16-21 
February (ph. JCi, m.ob.) provided great 
looks for those who made the trip. 


Gray Catbird — There were 6 reports. | at 
Boone Conservancy Park, Boone, 19 
December (*CFi, m.ob.); 1 at Anchorage 
Trail, Jefferson, 22 December (PBI); | at 
Western Kentucky State WMA, McCracken, 
30 December (*KMy per. comm. ROc); 1 at 
Paris Cemetery, Bourbon, 11 January 
(,WAh); 1 at Wilmore, Jessamine, 18 
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January/17-19 February (*SPe); 1 at Clarks 
River NWR, Marshall, 3 February (+HCh, 
JPo). 


Cedar Waxwing — 75 at Fenton Bridge Area, 
LBL, Trigg, 25 January (ph. *CBI) was the 
highest number reported. 


American Pipit — 120 at Schochoh, Logan, 21 
February (*STy) was the highest number 
reported. 


EVENING GROSBEAK — KBRC review 
required. The exceptional irruption contin- 
ued through the season with reports from 12 
counties. 38 southwest of Cadiz, Trigg, 8 
January (ph. HCh) was the highest number 
reported. 


Purple Finch — The major irruption continued 
through the season with 60 northwest of 
Paducah, McCracken, 24 December (SRe) 
being the highest number reported. 


COMMON REDPOLL — KBRC review 
required. There were reports from at least 6 
locations. 1 in Warren 4 December (JEd per. 
comm. ROc); 3 at Horse Cave, Hart, 22 
December (7JRs); 1 in north Lexington, 
Fayette, 9-16 January (+ ph.RBr, m.ob.); 1 
in southeast Owensboro, Daviess, 10 January 
(ph. RRo); 1 in Lincoln 6/7 February (ph. 
DTr); 1 north of Richmond, Madison, 16 
February (ph. tLCa). 


RED CROSSBILL — KBRC review required. 
There were reports from two locations. Birds 
were first reported at KY Dam Village SRP, 
Marshall, 11 December (ph. *DRe, ph. ALy, 
m.ob) and were identified as being of Type 4 
and Type 10 (au. tJBa, MYo per. comm. 
JBa). Birds had a continuing presence until 
11 January (fSRe). 28 on 12 December (ph. 
+ALy) was the highest number reported. A 
second group of 8 was reported south of 
Barren River Lake SP, Barren, 23 (*LBo). 


White-winged Crossbill — There was a single 
report of 1 in north Fayette 3 December (ph. 
+KWi). 


Pine Siskin — Present across Kentucky (eBird 
has records from the center to the west but 
posts on social media also put it in the east) 
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through the season as part of the winter finch 
irruption. 125 or more west of Bowling 
Green, Warren, 25 December (*KBt) was 
the highest number reported. 


Lapland Longspur — 100 north of Bedford, 
Trimble, 22 February (ph. *BPa) was the 
highest number reported. 


Chipping Sparrow — 40 at Slate Branch Boat 
Ramp Environs, Pulaski, 17 January (ph. 
+EWe) was the highest number reported. 


Fox Sparrow — 36 at Peabody WMA, Ken 
Unit, Ohio, 2 January (+BPa) was the highest 
number reported. 


American Tree Sparrow — Seen throughout 
the state through the season. 35 at East Bend 
Power Plant, Boone, 3 January (tJCi, KCi) 
was the highest number reported. 


Dark-eyed Junco — 100 at Sinclair, Muhlen- 
berg, 2 January (TGr) was the highest 
number reported. There were two reports of 
the Oregon subspecies (J. hyemalis orega- 
nus). | at Murray, Calloway, early February 
(ph. fALy) and 1 north of Taylorsville, 
Spencer, 21 February (ph. tJWh). A first-for 
-the-state Gray-headed subspecies (J. 
hyemalis caniceps) was reported north of 
Whitley City, McCreary, 19 February (ph. 
JKs). 


14 December 2020, Eric Nally 


White-crowned Sparrow — 90 at Sinclair, 
Muhlenberg, 5 December (JHa) was the 
highest number reported. 
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HARRIS’S SPARROW - KBRC review 
required. There was one report of a single 
bird south of Shelbyville, Shelby, first week 
of December—24 January (TBn, ph. RHi, 
m.ob.). 


White-throated Sparrow — 112 at Peabody 
WMA, Ken Unit, Ohio, 2 January (BPa) was 
the highest number reported. 


Vesper Sparrow — There was one report of 8 
north of Mayfield, Graves, 21 January (ph. 
TMc). 


LeConte’s Sparrow — There were reports from 
2 locations. Up to 3 were reported in the 
vicinity of Ballard WMA, Ballard, 21 
December (fALy, ph. JTe, CBI, CSo) and 1 
at Peabody WMA, Ohio, 2/11 January (ph. 
BPa, ph. fRRo). 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — There were reports from 
3 locations. 1 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 21 
December (*CBI, CSo); 1 at Western 
Kentucky State WMA, McCracken, 30 
December (*{KMy, MVu, per. comm. ROc); 
1 at Peabody WMA, Ohio, 28 January 
(FRRo). 


Swamp Sparrow — 70 at Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 
18 January (BPa) was the highest number 
reported. 


Western Meadowlark — There was | report of 
a single bird west of Paducah, Ballard, 20 
December (ph. *BPa). 


Baltimore Oriole — There was a report of a 
single bird in north Richmond, Madison, 16— 
20 January (ph. *BKI) and a single bird in 
Owensboro, 27 January (ph. JAd, m.ob.). An 
unknown Oriole was also reported east of 
Hawesville, Hancock, 4 December (*BNo). 


Brown-headed Cowbird — 10,000 west of 
Fountain Run, A//en, 23 December (*JBe) 
was the highest number reported. 


Rusty Blackbird — 420 in the vicinity of 
Ballard WMA, Ballard, 21 December 
(+ALy) was the highest number reported. 
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Brewer’s Blackbird — 150 at Frostburg Road, 
Hopkins, 6 December (*CSo, CBI) was the 
highest number reported. 


Tennessee Warbler — There were 3 reports. 1 
in Bowling Green, Warren, 15 December 
(+ VBr, BFe); 1 at South Beargrass Creek 
Retention Basin, Jefferson, 20 December 
(ph. ,MAu); 1 in south Lexington, Fayette, 
from late January to mid February (*LBt per. 
comm. ROc). 


Orange-crowned Warbler — There were 
reports from 15 counties throughout the 
season. 


Nashville Warbler —There were 3 reports. | at 
Reformatory Lake, Oldham, 6 December 
(MBr, ph. SBr); 1 at Shillito Park, Fayette, 8 
December (*DPa); 1 southeast of Scottsville, 
Allen, 19 December (tJBe). 


Common Yellowthroat— There were reports 
from 5 different counties. 2 at Hobson Grove 
Park, Bowling Green, Warren, 15 December 
(+ VBr, BFe); 1 in the Bayou de Chien Area, 
Hickman, 18 December/6 January (*CBI); 1 
at Reelfoot NWR, Fulton, 19 December (ph. 
+BPa); 1 Lake Number 9, Fulton, 19 Decem- 
ber (ph. {BPa); 1 or 2 1n the vicinity of 
Ballard WMA, Ballard, 21 December (JTe, 
CSo, ph. CBI, ALy); 1 at Beckley Creek 
Park, Jefferson, 29 December/14/18 January 
(tSWa, MKa/*JBa, fAMe, ph. PBI/ph. 
+RHi). 


Palm Warbler — The species was reported 
through the season with 12 southeast of 
Hodgenville, Larue, 5 February (RMe) being 
the highest number reported. 1 Single 
Eastern/Yellow subspecies overwintered 
southeast of Trenton, Todd, 1 December 
through 2 February (ph. +IK1). 


Pine Warbler — Reported across the state 
through the season. 6 at KY Dam SP, 
Marshall, 12 December (*DSv) was the 
highest number reported. 
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Yellow-rumped Warbler — 75 at Green River Indigo Bunting — There were 5 reports. | at 
Lake, Corbin Bend, Adair, 23 December Milton Boat Ramp, Trimble, 2 December 
(TNo) was the highest number reported. (ph. BWu); 1 at Lake Number 9, Fulton, 19 

December (*BPa); 1 east of Kevil, McCrack- 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak — There was one en, 22 December (*SRe): 1 at Barren River 


report of a single bird northwest of Webster, Lake WMA, Barren, 23 December (+LBo): 
Breckinridge, 18-20 February (ph. tJWe, 1 west of B owling Green, Warren, 14 , 
m.ob., per. comm. ROc). February (ph. KBt). 
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LOCATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (/alics indicate a county name) 


Most locations are based on their eBird Hotspot Name 


Barren River Lake, A//en/Barren (unless Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, 
otherwise noted) Jefferson 

CBC = Christmas Bird Count Minor Clark = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, 

Green Turtle Bay = Lake Barkley off Green Rowan 
Turtle Bay Resort, Livingston/Lyon NP = National Park 

Jonathan Creek = Jonathan Creek embayment, Sauerheber = Sloughs WMA, Sauerheber 
Kentucky Lake, Marshall Unit, Henderson 

KY Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/ Sinclair = Peabody WMA, Sinclair Unit, 
Marshall Muhlenberg 

KY Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/ SP = State Park 
Marshall'Trigg SRP = State Resort Park 

LBL = Land Between the Lakes National WMA = Wildlife Management Area 


Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 


KEY TO OBSERVER CODES 

AHu — Aaron Hulsey BNo — Brandon Nooner CCr — Charlie Crawford 
ALy — Andrew Lydeard BPa — Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. CFi— Colin Fisher 

AMe — Andrew Melnykovych BWe- Benjamin Wells CRu — Cameron Rutt 
BCa — Beverly Carrico BWu — Brian Wulker CSo — Christy Soldo 
BFe — Blaine Ferrell BYa — Ben Yandell DCh — Debbie Chadwick 


BKI — Ben Kleppinger CBI — Clay Bliznick DPa — Daniel Patrick 
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KEY TO OBSERVER CODES 


DRe — Daniel Redwine 
DSe — Dan Stone 

DTr — Diane Trailor 
DWt — Dorinda Whitsett 
EWe — Ethan Wells 
GHi — Geoff Hill 

HCh — Hap Chambers 
HVo — Hannah Vortex 
IKi — Iris Kilpatrick 
JAd — Juddy Adams 
JAr — Jim Arnett 

JBa— Jamie Baker 

JBe — Jamin Beachy 
JCi — Joey Caminiti 
JEd — JW Eade 

JEl — Jackie Elmore 
JHa — Joseph Hall 
JKi-— Janet Kistler 

JKs — James Kiser 

JPo — Josh Powell 

JRs — Jeffrey Rose 

JSo — Jeff Sole 

JTe — Jeremy Teague 
JWe — Joshua Whetstone 
JWh — James Wheat 
KCi — Kathy Caminiti 
KCI — Karen Clement 


KBt— Kevin Burt 
KMi- Keith Michalski 
KMy — Kelly J. McKay 
KVo — Kelly Vowels 
KTh — Katie Thomas 
KWa — Kathleen Wachter 
KW1 — Karol Wilson 
LBo — Lyle Bontrager 
LBt — Liz Bennett 

LCa — Lesia Carrington 
LCo — Lisa Combs 

LFi — LaShawna Finney 
MAu — Michael Autin 
MBr-— Meg Brown 
MEa — Melissa Easley 
MEI — Mark Elkins 
MFa-— Melissa Fain 
MKa-— Meghan Kahn 
MKo — Maria Koukoulas 
MVu — Mark Vukovich 
MYa-— Mary Yandell 
MYo — Matthew Young 
NBr — Nancy Braun 
NSt — Noah Stryker 

PBI — Pat Bell 

PWe — Patricia West 
RBr — Rebecca Bruin 


099004 


Tundra Swans — Henderson Co. 
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RCh — Robert Chadwick 
RCr — Rodney Crice 
RDe — Roseanna Denton 
RHi — Ron Hirsch 

RMe — Rosemary Meredith 
ROc — Ronan O’Carra 
RRo — Robert Rold 

RSt — Ruben Stoll 

SAr — Sharon Arnold 
SBr — Steve Brown 

SHa — Susan Hamrick 
SKi — Steve Kistler 

SPe — Sydney Penner 
SRe — Scott Record 

STy — Steve Tyson 

SWa — Sean Ward 

SWI — Sheree Wilson 
TBn — Todd Brown 

TGr — Teresa Graham 
TMc — TJ McGary 

TNo — Teresa Noel 
TSm— Tammy Vied Smith 
VBr — Valerie Brown 
WAh — Win Ahrens 

ZPo — Zak Pohlen 


22 February 2021, Charlie Crawford 
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Kentucky’s Midwinter Eagle Survey: 1961-2021 


Michael D. Patton, Kate G. Slankard, and Kasia R. Bradley 


Background 


Kentucky’s Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) population peaks during the winter months, as 
eagles from Canada and the northern United States migrate south when food availability decreas- 
es (Buehler 2020). To monitor wintering eagle populations, annual surveys for Bald Eagles were 
initiated at several locations across the US during the 1960s. Members of the Kentucky Ornitho- 
logical Society assisted in conducting the first organized survey of the wintering population of 
Bald Eagles in Kentucky in 1961 (Wilson and Stamm 1961, Stamm 1962). This initial survey was 
known as the Cooperative Bald Eagle Investigation for the Mississippi River Winter Study and 
was organized by the National Audubon Society and the Continental Bald Eagle Project (Heyden 
and Palmer-Ball 2011). Winter eagle surveys were later expanded to include all of the lower 48 
states by the National Wildlife Federation in 1979. 


Since 1986, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) has managed 
the survey as the state’s coordinating agency for what has become known as the Midwinter Eagle 
Survey (MES), coordinated at the national level by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The objec- 
tive of the MES was to establish an index of the total wintering Bald Eagle population in the low- 
er 48 states and to identify previously unrecognized areas of important winter habitat (Eakle ef al. 
2015). 


Since 1980, the MES has occurred nationwide during the first two weeks of January each year 
(prior to 1980, the survey took place during the second or third weekend of February). During the 
survey, participants counted both Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles (Aquila chrysaetos) along 
standard survey routes by airplane, boat, or ground. The survey method and area covered was 
generally kept consistent from year-to-year. Participants also recorded weather conditions, survey 
effort data and the age of observed individuals (adult or immature). Some of the larger survey 
routes were split between multiple cooperators each of whom covered a portion of the target area. 
Throughout the 60 years of the survey, the number of sites surveyed per year in Kentucky ranged 
from two in 1961 to 44 in 1993. Since 2000, there have been 18—22 standardized survey routes 
covered each year. 


Further details about the history of Kentucky’s Midwinter Eagle survey (MES) can be found in 
the article “Kentucky’s Midwinter Eagle Survey, 50 Years Later” (Heyden and Palmer-Ball 
2011). 


Results of the Midwinter Eagle Survey 


During the sixty years of the MES in Kentucky, the Bald Eagle population experienced tremen- 
dous growth (Figure 1). Very few Bald Eagles were observed during the beginning of the MES, 
with only five recorded during the first survey. The population began increasing during the late 
1970s at a rate of 12.70+41.30 (+ standard error) eagles per year (1978-1989) and started to stabi- 
lize during the 1990s with a linear population trend of 2.94+0.81 eagles per year (1990-1999), 
This stability has continued through recent years. Since 2000, the survey effort and methods have 
been very consistent and the trend for this period was 0.89+1.07. During the timeframe of the 
surveys (1961-2021), the total number of Bald Eagles surveyed, including adults and immature 
eagles, had a linear population trend of 5.1+1.09. The number of adults counted increased by 
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3.61+0.96 eagles per year and the population of immature Bald Eagles increased by 1.5+0.60 
eagles per year. 


The three routes with the highest abundance of Bald Eagles were Land Between the Lakes (LBL), 
Ballard Wildlife Management Area (WMA), and Mississippi River (Table 1). LBL consistently 
had the most Bald Eagles observed during surveys, with an average of 95.9 Bald Eagles per year 
between 1990 and 2021. During this timeframe, the highest number of eagles observed at LBL 
was 215 Bald Eagles (156 adults and 59 immatures) in 2010. Ballard WMA had the second larg- 
est abundance, averaging 30.2 eagles per survey between 1990 and 2021 and had a peak of 58 
Bald Eagles (11 adults, 45 immatures, and 2 of unknown age) in 2013. The Mississippi River 
route had the third most eagles and covered the Kentucky shoreline of the river in Fulton, Hick- 
man, Carlisle, and Ballard counties. It averaged 25 Bald Eagles per year between 1990 and 2021 
and had a peak of 85 Bald Eagles (44 adults and 41 immatures) in 2001. 


In contrast to substantial increase in the numbers of Kentucky’s Bald Eagles, the number of Gold- 
en Eagles counted has remained relatively low, but stable in Kentucky (-0.06+0.21, 1961-2021 
trend). Golden Eagles were not counted during the MES until 1966 and then in numbers less than 
six until the late-1970s. In 1978, the MES’s highest number of Golden Eagles was observed dur- 
ing the survey, when 12 individuals were reported (1 adult, 1 immature, and 10 of unknown age). 
Since 2000, the number of Golden Eagles observed has remained relatively constant (Figure 2). 


Discussion and Looking Ahead 


The national survey has been the primary means for assessing winter populations of Bald Eagles 
in the United States and another method to document the comeback of the species. Even after the 
species was delisted in 2007, the nationwide MES continued to be a measure for monitoring the 
population. However, the nationally coordinated MES concluded with the 2021 survey. KDFWR 
will continue the survey in 2022 at LBL, Ballard WMA, Lake Cumberland, and Green River 
Lake. These four areas were chosen for continued surveys due to large eagle populations, geo- 
graphic location, or consistency of survey effort. The maintained routes will allow for KDFWR to 
monitor for long-term effects of remaining threats to eagles such as contaminants and climate 
change. 


The number of Bald Eagles counted during the MES steadily increased from the initial surveys. 
This increase in the number of eagles surveyed no doubt reflects the recovery of the species re- 
sulting from the ban of the insecticide DDT in 1972 (Grier 1982) and subsequent natural repro- 
duction, as well as reintroduction efforts. Another consideration for the interpretation of survey 
results is the variation in the number of surveys conducted each year. During the first decade of 
surveys there were seven survey routes per year on average. In the 1970s, the average number of 
surveys more than doubled to 17, and the number of surveys conducted peaked in 1993 with 44 
routes. However, despite an expanded survey effort during the 1990s, many of the newer routes 
didn’t yield many eagle observations and were discontinued by 2000 (Heyden and Palmer-Ball 
2011). Since 2000, 18—22 routes were conducted each year and the effort and survey methods 
have been very consistent. The trend for 2000-2021 was 0.89+1.07; thus, we assume the popula- 
tion has continued to increase in recent decades, despite variation in survey effort over the course 
of the entire MES. Further, this positive trend is supported by previous reports on the trends of 
MES counts in Kentucky and the southeastern U.S. region (Eakle et al. 2015). 


Although a sustained increase was documented through the MES, the number of Bald Eagles 
counted began to plateau in the early 1990s. Trends for the entire U.S. and the southeast region 
were also found to have a lower estimated rate of increase in the latter years of a nationwide anal- 
ysis of 1986-2010 MES data (Eakle et a/. 2015). Kentucky’s midwinter Bald Eagle counts are no 


2021 The Kentucky Warbler 61 


doubt a mix of local nesting birds, wandering immature birds and migratory birds from northern 
latitudes. Research has demonstrated a migratory link between Kentucky and the Great Lakes 
region (Mandernack ef al. 2012, Slankard et al. In Press). Kentucky’s nesting Bald Eagles do not 
migrate and are already territorial during the MES (Slankard ef a/. 2021). Most pairs are in the 
courtship and nest building phase during the survey window, but a few may have laid eggs by 
then. Kentucky’s nesting Bald Eagle population increased 800% between 2000 and 2019 
(Slankard 2019). Thus, despite high proportions of adults recorded, we assume a substantial por- 
tion of the Bald Eagles counted through the MES were not local nesting birds, since a great in- 
crease was not reflected in MES counts during the same timeframe. The survey areas may have 
neared the limit of individuals they could support in recent decades. MES routes were located on 
large rivers and lakes, whereas many new Bald Eagle nests were found on smaller creeks and 
lakes between 2000-2019. The distribution of wintering Bald Eagles may have followed a simi- 
lar, scattered pattern such that the increase in nesting Bald Eagles seen across the region (USFWS 
2020) may not have been fully recorded on MES routes. 


Our calculated trends show a greater rate of increase for adult Bald Eagles in comparison to im- 
matures. This is expected to some extent for a species that reaches mature plumage at 5 years but 
may live up to 25 years in the wild. A greater rate of increase in adults may also reflect the rate of 
survival in the population at large, or age-based migratory patterns (Buehler 2020). 


The majority of the Bald Eagles observed during the MES were counted at LBL, Ballard WMA 
and the Mississippi River (Table 1). Lake Cumberland produced the highest MES counts of any 
route outside of western Kentucky. The eagle counts at LBL were consistently higher than any 
other route each year since 2000 (Table 1). The large amount of available habitat in these areas, 
including the availability of food and communal roosting sites, allows for the wintering popula- 
tion of Bald Eagles to congregate in large numbers. Waterfowl, fish, and carrion abundance are 
important winter food sources for Bald Eagles and their availability is likely to affect patterns of 
use (Grubb 2003). The three MES routes with the highest counts were in close proximity to the 
Mississippi flyway (waterfowl migration corridor), which is likely not coincidental since water- 
fowl are a staple of the Bald Eagle’s diet (Buehler 2020). Lack of human disturbance and devel- 
opment are likely also important in areas with high counts. 


Bald Eagle migration patterns are complex, but it is well documented that severe winter weather 
can impact the movements of Bald Eagles (Lingle and Krapu 1986, Watts et al. 2007). Low tem- 
peratures and frozen bodies of water in northern latitudes drive Bald Eagles southward in search 
of better foraging opportunities (Buehler 2020). Kentucky’s resident Bald Eagles do not migrate, 
but during periods of sustained cold weather, resident birds as well as migrants are likely to move 
to larger bodies of water when smaller ponds and lakes have frozen. This effect most likely ac- 
counts for the disparity in the number of observed Bald Eagles that occurs in consecutive years, 
rather than actual, large fluctuations in population levels. Years with high counts were often those 
when it was not only exceptionally cold in Kentucky, but in the Great Lakes region as well. For 
example, harsh winter weather in 2010 and 2014 in Kentucky and further north likely led to the 
highest counts of wintering eagles in the history of the Kentucky survey (415; 383). Extreme 
weather conditions during the survey period caused many of Kentucky’s smaller creeks, rivers, 
and reservoirs to freeze over. Lack of food resources at smaller water bodies probably caused a 
push of wintering eagles to some of our larger water bodies in the state where open surface water 
remained, and where we have established survey routes. Because eagle movements are linked to 
weather, climate change has the potential to affect future eagle migration patterns and may al- 
ready be having some effects (Eakle et al. 2015). 


The MES routes in Kentucky were predominately set up in areas where there was plentiful habitat 
for Bald Eagles (e.g., lakes and rivers). As a result, the number of Golden Eagles counted during 
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the MES has been low. Bernheim Forest is the only route that was established with Golden Eagles 
as the focus and many of the counts for this species came from that route. Unlike Kentucky’s 
winter Bald Eagle population, the population of Golden Eagles is made up entirely of migrants. 
Breeding Golden Eagles have been extirpated from the eastern United States since 1997. Prior to 
that, they were found in small numbers in Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Vermont (Morneau ef a/. 2015). Any Golden Eagles found during the non- 
breeding season in the eastern United States have migrated from Canada (Miller et al. 2017). 
Despite the fact that the Golden Eagle is a rarer species than the Bald Eagle in Kentucky (Palmer- 
Ball 2019), the counts for Golden Eagles may also be underestimated during MES. Due to their 
similarity in appearance to immature Bald Eagles, Golden Eagles may be misidentified, especially 
from a distance. A camera trapping survey for Golden Eagles was conducted in Kentucky from 
2012-2017 and a better understanding of this species’ abundance and distribution in Kentucky 
resulted from that project (Taylor and Slankard 2018). 


The MES provided a yearly snapshot of the high-use, wintering areas for Kentucky’s Bald Eagles. 
Despite some irregularities and biases, we do think these data are a reasonable index on which to 
measure change in abundance at survey areas. These sixty years of survey data have informed 
wildlife managers on eagle habitat and abundance, allowing for the identification of some of the 
more important areas for wintering eagles, and in some cases, leading to habitat protection. The 
survey fulfilled its primary objective of monitoring the recovery of the Bald Eagle population, not 
only in Kentucky, but throughout their range. The legacy of the MES will continue through re- 
duced survey efforts and winter eagle-watching events at Kentucky State Parks and Land Be- 
tween the Lakes National Recreation Area. 
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Table 1. (continued) The total number of Bald and Golden Eagles, as well as eagles not identified 
to species, that were reported from 2000 to 2021 on the MES routes. Some routes dropped (due to 
low counts) prior to 2005 are not included. NS=not surveyed. 


The Kentucky Warbler Vol. 97 


450 


20 


20 
20 
29 


350 


300 23 22) 


ae oe 


250 


14 Je 
16 
20 ze 1818 
200 215 21 8g zie wht 
19 
150 | 


2357 
25 
ii 


12 
149§ 22 
814 
py 12 
50 rr) ae | 151418, 73 | 
4 
5 
a5 
i) 


Bald Eagles Counted 


2 

Lon w Lal wo Lal et Lal wo Lal 

wo wo B&B in 8 a a a Nn 

a a a a a =] =) =] 

ae el es el al 3 ei 3 Nn N N 
| UnknownAge Adult Immature Number of Surveys Conducted 


Figure 1. Total Bald Eagles recorded during Kentucky midwinter eagle surveys, 1961- 
2021. The number of survey routes completed is shown above each yearly column. 
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Figure 2. Total Golden Eagles recorded during Kentucky midwinter eagle surveys 1961 
—2021. The number of survey routes completed is shown above each yearly column. 
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Figure 3. Average number of bald eagles observed at each survey location by year. A: 1980 B: 
1990-1999, C: 2000-2009, D: 2010-2021. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Available 


The Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor the 
memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions of Ginny and her hus- 
band, Wendell, to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The scholarship 
is available to birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. The Fund will pay 
tuition to attend an American Birding Association (ABA) Summer Camp. Details about the ABA 
camps can be found on the ABA website. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants 
should fill out the form found on the KOS website (https://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny- 
kingsolver-fund.html), write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend, 
and include a brief recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Applications should be 
sent to Carol Besse (csbesse@bellsouth.net). Recipients will be asked to report on their camp 
experience either in person to their local bird club, to KOS at a meeting, or in writing. Scholarship 
applications are due by May | each year, however grants will be subject to ABA camp’s space 
availability. 


At the time of publication the Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship is well funded and do- 
nations are currently closed. Donations to the general funds, and to those funds below, are still 
welcome. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports the education of children in the deeper ap- 
preciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of up to $5000, visit 
the KOS website (http://birdky.org/anne-stamm-fund.html) or contact Scott Marsh by mail at 
4401  Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY, 40509, or via email at 


(SMarsh@Clayingels.com). 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with mon- 
etary awards of up to $5000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website 
(https://birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund. html) ) or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 40601 


(kate.slankard@ky. gov). 


Recipients of KOS grants are expected to submit research articles or summary reports, which will 
be published in future issues of The Kentucky Warbler. 


Gordon Wilson Fund Grants Available 


The Gordon Wilson Fund was established in honor of Dr. Gordon Wilson, respected Kentucky 
ornithologist and one of the three founders of KOS. Grants of up to $5,000 may be requested to 
fund research, publication costs, and environmental education projects. Members of the Society 
will receive preference for funding, but others are encouraged to apply. For guidelines on how to 


apply, visit the KOS website (http://birdky. org/kos-funds-scholarships-and-endowments.html) or 
contact Jeremy Teague by mail at 379 Sir Charles Court, Calvert City, KY, 42029-7519, or via 


email at (jeremy.teague@birdky.org). 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky (3rd ed.) now available. 


By Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
Annotated Checklist 
Kentucky Ornithological Society 


re " / 


Birds o« Kentucky 
DIFQS of NENTUC KY 


Paperback 276 pages. 1 August 2019. 


“The 3rd edition of the Annotated Checklist of the Birds 
of Kentucky updates the status and abundance of 390 
species that have been documented to have occurred in 
Kentucky. The 3rd edition has been expanded to 
include more detailed lists of county distribution of 
many less common species. Included in species 
descriptions are brief summaries of status, distribution, 
seasonal occurrence, and abundance.” 


— Kentucky Ornithological Society website. 


This important reference is available at meetings of the 
society, through Aerio Book Sales (https://aerbook.com/maker/productcard-4886075-6955. html) 
and wherever books are sold. 


Se de A A 


Wood Duck — Fayette Co. 
10 January 2021, Tommy Quarles 
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Great Black-backed Gull — Lyon Co. 
2 February 2021, Clay Bliznick 


Common Redpoll — Fayette Co. 
14 January 2021, David Lang 


“i <) \\ | ‘ ( ; Y i » 
Se KS a LA 
Evening Grosbeak — Morgan Co. 

23 January 2021, Teresa Noel 


Western Grebe — Jefferson Co. 
1 December 2020, Maria Koukoulas 
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Dark-eyed Junco (Gray-headed) 
McCreary Co., 19 February 2021 
James Kiser 


Golden Eagle — Nelson Co. Eared Grebe — Marshall Co. 
27 December 2020, Teresa Noel 6 February 2021, Tommy Quarles 


. _ 5 _* 


White-winged Crossbill — Fayette Co. 
3 December 2020, Karol Wilson 
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Harris’s Sparrow 
Shelby Co., 15 December 2020 
Jeff Sole 


Northern Shrike 
Muhlenberg Co., 2 December 2020 
Greg Walker 


| Lawrence Co., 6 December 2020 
Pam Spaulding 


Long-tailed Duck 
Jefferson Co., 19 February 2021 
Jamie Baker 
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We thank Win Ahrens for his photograph of the Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) 
taken 19 April 2021 in Butler County. 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Dear Birders, 


If you look at the number of checklists submitted into eBird over the calendar year, it is 
clear that the spring season is when birders do most of their birding. The arrival of 
warblers generates a lot of excitement but we mustn't forget the rest of the year. Spring 
gets us out of the winter doldrums but winter holds for us all the waterfowl and northern 
birds that are easily missed across the state. Summer can bring us new records for 
breeding species for the state or county. Fall (second to spring in checklist numbers) is 
equally as exciting as spring as it brings the passage of a greater number of birds than 
does spring. So make sure that you spend as much time birding in the so-called off- 
seasons as you do in times of prime birding. 


If you are interested in birding, one needs to have field guides, bird apps, birdsong 
recognition, and a means to record the rarities (photos, notes, and sound recordings). But 
equally as important is information specific to the county and state level. The Annotated 
Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (see Birdky.org for 
purchasing) has that information. This book is the primary reference for the seasonal 
reports. For migrants it has early arrival and late departure dates which will give you an 
idea of when to record more detail into your sightings of the common species. For the 
breeding birds it has listings of what county the rarer breeders have been recorded. If 
you know of breeding birds in a county that have not been recorded there before, you 
can search for evidence and add this information to your checklists. For the rarest of 
birds the Annotated Checklist documents all reports of these birds and indicates when to 
best keep an eye out for them. The seasonal reports are a means of recording infor- 
mation that can be added to future publications of the Annotated Checklist. If you find 
that a record is missing, or you do not use eBird or the Birdky LISTSERV to spread the 
word of your sightings please feel free to contact me (editor.thekywarbler@birdky.org) 
with your reports. 


Happy Birding 


Ronan O’ Carra 


Note: This issue was published later than normal, and after the annual KOS Board member elec- 
tions occurred. The listing at left shows the board composition at the time of normal publication. 
Below are the new board members elected in September of 2021: 


e Vice-President, Jeremy Teague, Calvert City 

e § Councillor, 2019-2022, Nancy Braun, Lexington (finishing Jeremy Teague’s term) 
e Councillor, 2021—2024, Carol Besse, Louisville 

e Councillor, 2021—2024, Donna Stricklin, Madisonville 
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THE SPRING SEASON, MARCH-MAY 2021 


Ronan O’ Carra 


Climatic conditions during Spring 2021 were variable. Temperatures for March were 4 degrees 
above normal [+4.4°F (West), +4.1°F (Central), +3.7°F (Bluegrass), +3.7°F (East)]. In contrast, 
the temperatures for April and May were between 2 to 3 degrees below normal across the state. 
Rainfall in Kentucky was highly variable across the months and the state, and mirrored what was 
seen for temperatures. March had an average increase in precipitation of over 2 inches (+2. 1in, 
+2.7in, +0.9in, +2.6in). April precipitation levels were nearly 2 inches below normal across the 
state with some precipitation accumulating as snow, peaking at 1 to 2 inches in the Central and 
Bluegrass areas. May averaged 1.5 inches below normal levels of precipitation (-1.5in, -0.64in, 
-1.62in, -2.1in) but most of the precipitation fell in the first week of the month (some parts of 
Central Kentucky received 2—5+ inches tn less than 6 hours), leaving the rest of the month dry. 


Sightings are extracted mainly from eBird with supplementary records from the BirdKy 
LISTSERV and social media. Comments about previous Kentucky bird records rely on the 
Annotated Checklist (Palmer-Ball, Jr., 2019). The species order is based on the Kentucky State 
List of Birds (Yandell, 2019), with review species being capitalized and state firsts underlined. 
The list of rarities for the spring season included Black-bellied Whistling Duck, Cinnamon Teal, 
White-winged Dove, Whimbrel, a returning Neotropic Cormorant, Glossy Ibis, Swainson’s 
Hawk, Evening Grosbeak, Yellow-headed Blackbird and Painted Bunting. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these reports have 
been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports of out-of-season 
birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic documentation. This 
documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions 
regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The 
Kentucky Warbler. 


Abbreviations — County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/’ symbol is 
used in place of “and”; “ba.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the bird was banded; 
“ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was documented with photo- 
graph(s) or video; “au.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was document- 
ed with a voice recording; “f” next to an observer’s initials indicates that written details about 
identification or number were submitted with the report; “m.ob.” within observer initials indicates 
that the observation was seen by multiple observers. “per. comm.” after an observer’s initials 
indicates that the report was personally communicated to the subsequent reporter. Location 
information and observer codes are listed after the report. 


BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING DUCK — Lake, Christian, 17 April (ph. SAr) was the 
KBRC review required. There were 2 last to be reported. 
reports, 5 south of Bowling Green, Warren, 
4 May (ph. RSh) and 2 at Sinclair, Muhlen- 
berg, 29 May (ph. tJTe, TGr). 


Greater White-fronted Goose — | at Minor 
Clark, Rowan, 19 May (ph. tLCo, DSv) was 
the last to be reported. 


Snow Goose — A single bird on the waterfront ; ; 
in Louisville, Jefferson, 21 March (JTr, Cackling Goose — There were three reports: | 
TKy) was the last to be reported. at the Louisville Water Company Ponds, 


Jefferson, 2 March (*SBr, MBr); 4 at 
Ross’s Goose — Single birds were seen in Campbellsville Reservoir, Taylor, 3 March 

Christian, Todd, and Warren. | at Boyd (JSo); 2 northeast of Hodgenville, Larue, 5 
March (*MSa). 


2021 


Tundra Swan — Up to six birds continued east 
of Hansen, Hopkins, until 6 March (DSk, 
BCa). 3 flying over west Henderson 11 
March (CCr) were the last to be reported. 


Blue-winged Teal — Reported throughout the 
season. 525 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 25 
April (fBPa) was the highest number 
reported. 


Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal — A hybrid 
bird was reported in the presence of Blue- 
winged Teal at Morgan Pond, Christian, 8 
April (ph. ¢CBI). 


CINNAMON TEAL — KBRC review re- 
quired. There was one report of a single bird 
at Swallow Spring Pond, Christian, 20-22 
March (ph. SAr, IKi, JHa, m.ob.) and 3 April 
(ph. SAr). 


Northern Shoveler — 250 south of Owensboro, 
Daviess, 21 March (*RRo) and similar 
numbers through the season at McElroy 
Lake, Warren, (m.ob.) were the highest 
numbers reported. 


Gadwall — 500 southwest of Hopkinsville, 
Christian, 16/20 March (SAr, JHa) and at 
McElroy Lake, Warren, 16 March (7JSo, 
DRo, RSh) were the highest number report- 
ed. A single bird at Morgan Pond, Christian, 
7 May (JHa, SAr) was the last to be reported. 


American Wigeon — 2 north of Reelfoot 
NWR, Fulton, 2 May (ph. tNKI, ALy) were 
the last to be reported. 


American Black Duck — 2 at Sauerheber, 
Henderson, 30 March (DSo) were the last to 
be reported. 


Northern Pintail — 1 at Morgan Pond, Chris- 
tian, 30 April (fRDe) was the last to be 
reported. 


Green-winged Teal — 250 at Horse Pond 
Slough, Henderson, 28 March (KM1) was 
the highest number reported. 1 at Morgan 
Pond, Christian, 29 April (BPa, TGr) was 
the last to be reported. 


Canvasback — | at Swallow Spring Pond, 
Christian, 5 April (JLe, RSh) was the last to 
be reported. 
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Redhead — 150 southwest of Hopkinsville, 
Christian, 21 March (CBe, m.ob.) was the 
highest number reported. 1 at Campbellsville 
Reservoir, Taylor, 2 May (RKe) was the last 
to be reported. 


Ring-necked Duck — 600 northeast of Madi- 
sonville, Hopkins, 14 March (*CBe) was the 
highest number reported. A single bird at 
Morgan Pond, Christian, 7 May (ph. JHa, 
SAr) was the last to be reported. 


Greater Scaup — 2 at Lake Barkley, Lyon, 5 
May (*LBo) were the last to be reported. 


Lesser Scaup — 500 northeast of Madisonville, 
Hopkins, 14 March (*CBe) was the highest 
number reported. 1 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 20 May (ph. RSh) was the last to be 
reported. 


Surf Scoter — There were two reports: 1 on the 
Ohio River at Louisville, Jefferson, 9-27 
March (ph. *BPa, m.ob.); 1 on Lexington 
Reservoirs #2 & #3, Fayette, 20 March (ph. 
+SBr, MBr, m.ob.). 


White-winged Scoter — There were 3 reports. 
1 was first reported on the Ohio River at 
Louisville, Jefferson, 9 March (+ BPa), with 
10 present on 13 March (GWa) with birds 
continuing until 28 March (*BPa); 2 at 
Markland Locks & Dam, Gallatin, 13 March 
(ph. fTNo, NBr); 1 north of Elizabethtown, 
Hardin, 20 March/4 April (MLe). 


White-winged Scoter — Hardin Co. 
20 March 2021, Marjorie Lehman 
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Black Scoter — There was one report of 2 at 
Lighthouse Landing, Livingston, 3 March 
(ph. fALy). 


Long-tailed Duck — There were three reports. 
1 continuing at KY Dam Village SRP, 
Marshall, until 8 March (ph. tALy); 1, 
possibly a continuing bird, on the Ohio River 
at Louisville, Jefferson, 12 March (ph. RGo); 
1 on transient ponds west of Franklin, 
Simpson, 20-21 March (ph. RSh, JLe, 
m.ob.). 


Bufflehead — 2 at Minor Clark, Rowan, 10 
May (ER1, RR1) were the last to be reported. 


Common Goldeneye — 100 near KY Dam, 
Marshall, 1 March (SRe) represented the 
peak count for the season. 1 at KY Dam 
Visitors Area, Livingston, 5 May (LBo) was 
the last to be reported. 


Hooded Merganser — Seen throughout the 
season across the state. 


Common Merganser — 22 at Jenny Wiley 
SRP, Floyd, 1 March (*MEr) was the highest 
number reported. Apart from two reports in 
western Kentucky, birds were reported from 
the eastern highlands with 2 south of Oneida, 
Clay, 11 April (fDSv, JWh, LCo) the last to 
be reported. 


White-winged Dove — Fayette Co. 
29 April 2021, Tony Brusate 


Red-breasted Merganser — 65 at Lake 
Peewee, Hopkins, 14 March (BPa, CBe) was 
the highest number reported. 1 at Horseshoe 
Road Sloughs, Henderson, 23 May (ph. 
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+JWh, DSv, LCo) was the last to be report- 
ed. 


Ruddy Duck — 300 at Honker Lake, LBL, 
Trigg, 16 March (*JCs), that were continu- 
ing on Lake Barkely, was the highest 
number reported. 1 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 19 May (BPa, RSh) was the last to 
be reported. 


Ruffed Grouse — There was one report on 
eBird of a single bird northeast of West 
Liberty, Morgan, 15 April (NHn). 


Pied-billed Grebe — Birds were reported 
through the season in all but the east of the 
state. 27 at Swallow Spring Pond, Christian, 
4 April (ph. tJWh, TGr) was the highest 
number reported. 


Horned Grebe — 100 around Marshall 20 
March (CSo, CBI) was the highest number 
reported. 2 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 19 
April (RDe, DRo, HCh) were the last 
reported. 


Eared Grebe — There were reports from two 
locations. 1 at Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 
continued until 6 March (*RDe) and 1-2 at 
McElroy Lake, Warren, 21-31 March/21—25 
April (ph. {BPa, RSh, CBe, m.ob./ph. RSh, 
BPa, m.ob.). 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE — KBRC review 
required. There were reports from two 
locations. 1 northeast of Adairville, Logan, 9 
March (*RSh) and the pair, returning to 
north Lexington, Fayette, 28 April through 
the end of the season (ph. *TBr, m.ob.). 


Yellow-billed Cuckoo — | at Carter Caves 
SRP, Carter, 25 April (MMm) was the first 
reported. 


Black-billed Cuckoo — 1 east of Munfordville, 
Hart, 29 April (JSo) was the first reported. 


Common Nighthawk — | in Florence, Boone, 
29 April (LBk) was the first reported. 


Chuck-Will’s-Widow — | west of Harrods- 
burg, Mercer, 2 May (KBs) was the first to 
be reported. 


2021 


Eastern Whip-poor-will — 1 at LBL, Lyon, 24 
March (au. CBI) was the first to be reported. 


Chimney Swift — 4 at Shaker Village, Mercer, 
5 April (KGe) were the first reported. 100 
west of Walton, Boone, 8 May (+ TYo) was 
the highest number reported. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird — A single bird 
east of Whitley City, McCreary, 30 March 
(+LMi) was the first reported. 


Virginia Rail — There were 4 reports; | at 
Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 6 March (*CBI); | at 
Long Point, Fulton, 14 April (ALy, DRe); 1 
east of Fort Campbell, Christian, 25 April 
(+JHa, SAr); and 1 at Sauerheber, Hender- 
son, 27 April (¥DSo). 


Sora — | at Lake Cumberland WMA, Pulaski, 
6 April (ph. RDe) was the first reported. 8 at 
Long Point, Fulton, 14 April (ph. ALy, DRe) 
was the highest number reported. 2 at 
Sauerheber, Henderson, 13 May (*CCr, 
DSe) were the last reported. 


Common Gallinule — There was one report of 
a single bird at Reelfoot NWR, Fulton, 17 
May (ph. +ALy). 


American Coot — Reported through the season 
in all but the eastern counties. 590 at 
McElroy Lake, Warren, 22 April (JBe, RSt) 
was the highest number reported. 


Sandhill Crane — | flying over east Fayette 9 
May (ph. tDSv, LCo) was the last to be 
reported. 


Black-necked Stilt — 1 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 22 March (ph. *RSh, JSo) was an 
early report. The next to be reported was in 
the second week of April. 13 in Lower 
Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 23 April (fTGr) 
was the highest number reported. 


American Avocet — There was one report of 
up to 36 at Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 23- 
24 April (ph. }BWr, m.ob.). 


Black-bellied Plover — 1 at Sauerheber, 
Henderson, 18 April (ph. *WAh, m.ob.) was 
the first reported. 33 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 16 May (¢TDu, DRo) was the 
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highest number reported. 4 at Horse Pond 
Slough, Henderson, 23 May (*JWh, DSv, 
LCo) were the last to be reported. 


American Golden-Plover — 12 at Morgan 
Pond, Christian, 2 March (CBI, ph. SAr, [Ka, 
JHa) was a record early date for the species. 
40 north of Hickman, Fulton, 15 April (CBI) 
was the highest number reported. 2 at 
Horseshoe Rd. Sloughs, Henderson, 15 May 
(ph. CCr) were the last reported. 


Semipalmated Plover — 2 at Sauerheber, 
Henderson, 10 April (fDSo) were the first to 
be reported. 300 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 
18 May (*RSh) was the highest number 
reported. The species was reported through 
the end of the season. 


Piping Plover — There were reports from 2 
locations. 4 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 21- 
23 April (ph. RSh, BPa, m.ob.) and 1 at 
Horseshoe Rd. Sloughs, Henderson, 2—3 
May (*KM1). 


Piping Plover — Warren Co. 
22 April 2021, Rickey Shive 


Upland Sandpiper — There were two reports. 
1 south of Hopkinsville, Christian, 9 April 
(7 JHa, IKi) and 1 west of Owensboro, 
Daviess, 26 April (tBNo). 


WHIMBREL - KBRC review required. There 
was one report of 3 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 16 May (*DRo, TDu). 


Marbled Godwit — There was one report of a 
single bird at McElroy Lake, Warren, 24 
April (*JWh, RSh). 


80 The Kentucky Warbler Vol. 97 


Ruddy Turnstone — There were two reports. White-rumped Sandpiper — | at McElroy 


26 at McElroy, Warren, 16 May (*DRo, Lake, Warren, 21 April (ph. RSh, BPa) was 

TDu), which was the biggest number since an early arrival. 20 at Sauerheber, Hender- 

2008 (also at the same location), and 2 at son, 22 May (BCa, DSk) was a modest peak 

Horseshoe Rd. Sloughs, Henderson, 18 May for the season. 5 at Horse Pond Slough, 

(ph. tKMi). Henderson, 28 May (BPa) were the last to be 
reported. 


Stilt Sandpiper — | at Melco, Jefferson, 11 
April (ph. BPa) was the first to be reported. Pectoral Sandpiper — 1 at McElroy Lake, 
10 at Horseshoe Rd. Sloughs, Henderson, 22 Warren, 4 March (ph. RSh) was the first to 
May (BCa, DSk) were the last reported. be reported. 500 at Lower Hickman Bot- 
' toms, Fulton, 14 April (DRe, ALy) was the 
a ae 1 HAIG see eee 5 highest number reported. 1 at Melco, 
May (*LBo, CBI) and up to 2 at McElroy eee oo May On) was hevasttows 
Lake, Warren, 17/21 May (*RSh/tJSo). 
: Semipalmated Sandpiper — | at Lower 
Dunlin — | at McElroy Lake, Warren, 11 Hickman noise Eee 28 April (BYa) 
Mae (ph. RSh) ee the first to be reported. was the first to be reported. 300 at McElroy 
1200 in Lower Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 28 Lake, Warren, 18 May (+RSh) was the 


April (fBYa) represent the largest number 
ever reported in Kentucky. 1 at Ellis Park 
Racetrack, Henderson, 28 May (BPa) was 


highest number reported with the species 
being reported through the end of the season. 


the last to be reported. Western Sandpiper — There was one report of 
rams : up to 3 at Morgan Pond, Christian, 25 April 
Baird’s Sandpiper — There were two reports. (ph. +JHa, SAr, BPa). 


1 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 19 April (HCh, 
ph. RSh, RDe, DRo) and | at Morgan Pond, —_ Short-billed Dowitcher — 2 northeast of 
Christian, 25 April (ph. BPa, JHa, SAr). Guthrie, Todd, 24 April (JHa) were the first 
to be reported. 64 at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, 
Franklin, 12 May (ph. TSh) was the highest 
number to be reported. 7 at Morgan Pond, 
Christian, 18 May (JHa) were the last to be 
reported. 


Long-billed Dowitcher — 1 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 4 March (DRo, ph. RSh) was the 
first to be reported. 100 at Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, Fulton, 28 April ({BYa) was the 
highest number reported. A further 300 
Dowitchers, not identified to species but 

Long-billed Dowitcher — Henderson Co. probably Long-billed, were also present at 

30 April 2021, Charlie Crawford this location. 1 at Morgan Pond, Christian, 9 

May (ph. *BPa) was the last to be reported. 


Least Sandpiper — 3 southwest of Hopkins- 
ville, Christian, 6 March (+SAr, IKi, JHa) Wilson’s Snipe — 55 at Sauerheber, Hender- 
were the first to be reported with birds being son, 18 April (MAu) was the highest number 
reported through the end of the season. 200 reported. | at East Bend Power Plant, Boone, 
at McElroy Lake, Warren, 21 May (JSo) was 8 May (+JCi, KCi) was the last to be 
the highest number reported. reported. 
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Spotted Sandpiper — | at Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, Fulton, 9 April (SRe) was the first 
to be reported. At least 20, possibly 30, at 
Swallow Spring Pond, Cristian, 17 May 
(*BPa) was the highest number reported. 


Solitary Sandpiper — | at Sauerheber, Hender- 
son, 28 March (*KM1ji) was the first to be 
reported. 30 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 29 
April (EVi, JFr) was the highest number 
reported. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — 1200 Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, Fulton, 21 March (CBI, CSo) was 
the highest number reported. 


Willet — 5 at Morgan Pond, Christian, 25 April 
(ph. tJHa, SAr, BPa) were the first to be 
reported. Up to 49 on the Jeffersonville 
Waterfront, Jefferson, 27 April (ph. fHNe, 
m.ob.) and up to 48 at KY Dam Village 
SRP, Marshall, 28 April (ph. tJTe, JPo) 
were the highest number reported. Other 
reports of interest include 9 at Cedar Creek 
Lake, Lincoln, 29 April (ph. ASh per. comm. 
TSh); an individual on the roof of a house in 
west Frankfort, Franklin, 29 April (ph. 
+TQu, RCh); and 3 northwest of London, 
Laurel, 2 May (ph. SWs). 2 at Horseshoe 
Rd. Sloughs, Henderson, 18 May (KM1) 
were the last to be reported. 


Greater Yellowlegs — 1 at Morgan Pond, 
Christian, 1 March (IKi, JHa, SAr) was the 
first to be reported. 300 at Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, Fulton, 21 Match (*CBI, CSo) was 
the highest number reported. 5 at McElroy 
Lake, Warren, 21 May (*RSh, JLe) were the 
last to be reported. 


Wilson’s Phalarope — Reported in Henderson, 
Warren, Todd, and Christian. | at Sauer- 
heber, Henderson, 11 April (fKM1) was the 
first to be reported. 6 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 4 May (fTDu) and at Morgan Pond, 
Christian, 5 May (ph. tCBI) were the 
highest numbers reported. 3 at Morgan Pond, 
Christian, 11 May (*BYa) were the last to be 
reported. 


Red-necked Phalarope — There were reports 
from four locations: up to 4 at McElroy 
Lake, Warren, 16-21 May (fDRo, TDu, ph. 
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RSh, m.ob.); 1 at Minor Clark, Rowan, 19 
May (ph. tLCo, DSv); 1 at Melco, Jefferson, 
22 May (ph. *BPa, m.ob.); and 1 in north 
Union, next to the Ohio river, 24 May (ph. 
CCr, ph. tJTe). 


Bonaparte’s Gull — 1 at the Lake Barkley 
Dam, Lyon, 8 May (CBI, TNo) was the last 
to be reported. 


ee 


Willet — Jefferson Co. 
27 April 2021, Indira Thirkannad 


Laughing Gull — There were reports from 3 
locations. 1 at the Falls of the Ohio, Jeffer- 
son, 24/28 April (ph. tAMe, m.ob./ph. TBe, 
RMd); 1 and 2 in the environs of KY Dam, 
Marshall, 29 April/4 May (ph. NKI/ *CBI); 
and | at McElroy Lake, Warren, 17 May 
(ph. RSh). 


Herring Gull — 1 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 
16 May (tDRo, TDu) was the last to be 
reported. 


Iceland Gull — There was one report of a 
single bird at KY Lake Dam, Marshall, 
14/20 March (ph. *BPa/CSo, CBI). 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — | at KY Dam, 
Livingston, 5 May (+LBo) was the last to be 
reported. The previous report was of a single 
bird west of Hopkinsville, Christian, 20 
March (ph. JHa, SAr). 


Great Black-backed Gull — A first-cycle bird 
was last reported at Lake Barkley Dam, 
Lyon, 2 March (ph. RRo). 


Least Tern — 2 at Horseshoe Rd. Sloughs, 
Henderson, 17 May (ph. ¢CCr) were the first 
to be reported. 
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Caspian Tern — 3 at Kuttawa Park on Lake 
Barkley, Lyon, 1 April (KM1) were the first 
to be reported. 


Black Tern — | at McElroy Lake, Warren, 23 
April (ph. TNo, m.ob.) was the first to be 
reported. 2 at Morgan Pond, Christian, 11 
May (*BYa) were the last to be reported. 


Common Tern — There were 2 reports. 2 at 
KY Dam, Livingston, 5 May (LBo) and | at 
Equestrian Lakes, Shelby, 17 May (ph. 
+ME]). 


Forster’s Tern — The first report away from 
the overwintering areas in western Kentucky 
was a single bird on the Ohio River in 
Louisville, Jefferson, 17 April (BPa). 1 on 
Lake Barkley, Lyon, 30 May (DCs) was the 
last to be reported. 


Common Loon — 22 at Wilson Creek Recrea- 
tion Area, Taylor, 24 April (*RDe) was the 
highest number reported. 


NEOTROPIC CORMORANT — KBRC 
review required. A probable returning bird 
was reported at the reservoirs at Lexington, 
Fayette, 19-22 March (ph. tROc, DSv, 
m.ob.). 


Neotropic Cormorant — Fayette Co. 
20 March 2021, Greg Walker 


Double-crested Cormorant — 1,000 at Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 17 April (JBe) and 1,000 
at LBL, Trigg, 18 April (HCh) were the 
highest numbers reported. 
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American White Pelican — 200 at LBL, Lyon, 
24 March (CBI) was the highest number 
reported. 


American Bittern — There were four reports. 1 
at Sauerheber, Henderson, 29 March (*CCr); 
1 east of Lancaster, Garrard, 15 April 
(+TBw); 1 at Long Point, Fulton, 5 May (ph. 
DRe); | at Reelfoot NWR, Fulton, 17 May 


(TAL). 


Least Bittern — There were reports from three 
locations. 1 at Sauerheber, Henderson, 1—2 
May (*DSo, RRo); 1 south of Rockport, 
Muhlenberg, 5 May (+LBo); up to 3 at 
Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 21/29 May (ph. TGr/ 
+JTe). 


Great Egret — 100 near Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, 30 May (ph. *RCr) was the largest 
number reported. 


Snowy Egret — 2 east of Cadiz, Trigg, 14 April 
(CBI) were the first to be reported. 


Little Blue Heron — 1 at LBL, Trigg, (GBa), 1 
at Lower Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, (SRe), 
and | at Long Point, Fulton, (SRe), all on 9 
April, were the first to be reported. 


Cattle Egret — 2 west of Paducah, McCracken, 
24 March (tSRe) were the first to be 
reported. 62 east of Cadiz, Trigg, 19 May 
(TSm) was the highest number reported. 


Green Heron — | at Crooked Creek Bay on 
Lake Barkley, Trigg, (BCa), 1 at Wood 
Creek Lake, Laurel, (AKa) and 1 at Dunham 
Lake, Metcalfe, (WAh), all 7 April, were the 
first to be reported. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — 26 at the Falls 
of the Ohio, Jefferson, 31 May (TBe) was 
the highest number reported. 


Yellow-crowned Night Heron — 2 returning to 
the east side of Louisville, Jefferson, were 
first reported from 17 March (*PSp, m.ob. ). 


GLOSSY IBIS — KBRC review required. 
There was one report of a single bird at 
Swallow Spring Pond, Christian, 14 May 
(ph IKi, JHa, TGr). 
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Osprey — 2 at KY Lake Dam, Marshall, 7 
March (GBa) were the first to be reported. 
12 at the KY Dam Visitors Area, Livingston, 
10 APril (BCa) was the highest number 
reported. 


Bald Eagle — The results of annual winter 
surveys by the KDFWR are summarized in 
this issue. 16 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 30 
May (ph. *RCr) was the highest number 
reported. 


Mississippi Kite — 1 north of Hickman, Fulton, 
2 May (CBI) was the first to be reported. 


Broad-winged Hawk — | in east Louisville, 
Jefferson, 6 April (MYa) was the first to be 
reported. 


SWAINSON’S HAWK - KBRC review 
required. A single bird at Open Pond, 
Fulton, 21—22 April (ph. fHCh, LCl) was 
the fifth record for the state. 


Barn Owl — 1-2 birds were reported from 10 
locales in Muhlenberg, Crittenden, Boyle, 
Ballard, Logan, Henderson, Shelby, Mercer, 
Warren, and Franklin. 


Long-eared Owl — There were continued 
reports of roosts in Marshall and Bourbon. 
The last bird of the Bourbon roost left by 
April 6. 


Short-eared Owl — There were 4 reports from 
locales carrying on from the previous season. 
1 at Talon Winery, Fayette, 2 March (DSv); 
1 at Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 13 March (TGr); 
1 at Boone’s Ridge, Be//, 13 March (fDLd); 
and 3 at Perryville, Boyle, 14 March (*SPe). 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker — | northwest of 
Owenton, Owen, 27 May (*TTo) was a tardy 
bird. 


Merlin — 1 at Brown Park, Jefferson, 13 May 
(ph. BWr) was a late spring date for the 
species. 


Peregrine Falcon — Reported at known 
breeding locations. 


Great Crested Flycatcher — 1 at Mammoth 
Cave NP, Edmonson, 15 April (JRs) was the 
first to be reported. 
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Eastern Kingbird — | in Schochoh, Logan, 30 
March (+STy) was the first to be reported. 


Olive-sided Flycatcher — 1 in northern 
Franklin 2 May (ph. *RCh) was the first to 
be reported. 1 at Mammoth Cave NP, 
Barren, 21 May (+LCr) was the last to be 
reported. 


Eastern Wood-Pewee — Single birds were first 
reported on 26 April at Mammoth Cave NP, 
Barren, (CBi), northwest of Fountain Run, 
Allen, (GAI) and Lexington, Fayette, (GHa). 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher — | at Caperton 
Swamp Park, Jefferson, 10 May (ph. STh, 
ITh) was the first to be reported. 1 at Surrey 
Hills Farm, Jefferson, 28 May (au. JAr, BPa) 
was the last to be reported. 


11 May 2021, Ronan O'Carra 


Acadian Flycatcher — 2 west of Bardwell, 
Carlisle, 27 April (ph. ALy) were the first to 
be reported. 


Alder Flycatcher — | at Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson, 6 May (*BPa) was the first to be 
reported. 


Willow Flycatcher — | at John James Audubon 
SP, Henderson, 1 May (*BCa, DSk) was the 
first to be reported. 


Least Flycatcher — | at Jacobson Park, 
Fayette, (au. TNo), and 1 at the UK Arbore- 
tum, Fayette, (DPa), both on 29 April, were 
the first to be reported. 1 at Shaker Village, 
Mercer, 31 May (KBu) was the last migrant 
to be reported. Birds were reported in the 
Black Mountain area, Harlan, by 22 May 
(MHn) where they have been confirmed 
breeding. 
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Loggerhead Shrike — The eBird database 
contains reports from 17 counties during the 
season. 


White-eyed Vireo — | at Pennyrile Forest SRP, 
Christian, 27 March (*CBI, CSo) was the 
first to be reported and was an early date for 
the species. 


Bell’s Vireo — 1 at Sandy Lee Watkins Park, 
Henderson, 18 April (CCr) was the first to 
be reported. A report of note was a single 
bird on territory next to Louisville Airport, 
Jefferson, from 8 May (au. MAu, m.ob.). 


Yellow-throated Vireo — 3 at Redd Creek on 
Lake Barkley, Trigg, 6 April (au. ph. tALy) 
were the first to be reported. 


Blue-headed Vireo — | at Alpine Rec. Area of 
DBNF, Pulaski, 17 March (au. RDe) was the 
first to be reported. 


Philadelphia Vireo — Singles at Lakeview 
Park, Fayette, (DPa), and Melco, Jefferson, 
(JWh), on 27 April, were the first to be 
reported. 1 in Louisville, Jefferson, 24 May 
(DBo) was the last to be reported. 


Warbling Vireo — 1 at KY Dam Village SRP, 
Marshall, 11 April (LWe) was the first to be 
reported. 


Red-eyed Vireo — | at LBL, Trigg, 4 April 
(+HM1) was the first to be reported. 117 at 
Stephens Knob, DBNF, McCreary, 15 May 
(*RDe) was the record high number to be 
reported. 


Brown-headed Nuthatch — Laurel Co. 
19 April 2021, Tom Cammel 
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Blue Jay — 125 flying over eastern Louisville, 
Jefferson, 2 May (*MYa) was the largest 
number reported. 


Fish Crow — 48 northeast of Mayfield, Graves, 
8 April (au. TMc) was the highest number 
reported. Birds were reported in 15 counties. 


Common Raven — There were reports of birds 
from Bell, Harlan, Pike, Knott, Perry, and 
Letcher. 


Bank Swallow — 2 at Tompkinsville, Monroe, 
3 April (ph. RSh) were the first to be 
reported. 


Tree Swallow — 1,000 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 14 April (RSh) was the highest 
number reported. 


Northern Rough-winged Swallow — | in 
Pulaski 19 March (RDe) was the first to be 
reported. 50 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 25 
April (SRe) was the highest number report- 
ed. 


Barn Swallow — | in east Shepherdsville, 
Bullitt, 15 March (¢LMc) was the first to be 
reported. 


Cliff Swallow — | at Fishing Creek Rec. Area, 
Pulaski, 27 March (*RDe) was the first to be 
reported. 350 east of Murray, Calloway, 25 
April (,ALy) was the highest number 
reported. 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — | at Surrey Hills 
Farm, Jefferson, 18 May (+BPa, ph. RH1) 
was the last to be reported. 


Brown-headed Nuthatch — Birds were 
reported only at the now traditional locale in 
London, Laurel (m.ob.). 


Brown Creeper — | at Cave Hill Cemetery, 
Jefferson, 8 May (LPa, BBr) was the last to 
be reported. 


House Wren — | east of Crestwood, Oldham, 3 
April (RFr) was the first to be reported. 


Winter Wren — | at Green River State Forest, 
Henderson, 19 April (CCr) was the last to be 
reported. 
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Sedge Wren — There were four reports. | at 
Sauerheber, Henderson, 25 April/4 May 
(DSo/DSo); 1 northeast of Madisonville, 
Hopkins, 4 May (ph. BCa); 1 at Iroquois 
Park, Jefferson, 8 May (MAu); | west of 
Walton, Boone, 8 May (au. ph. TYo). 


Marsh Wren — There were 4 reports. Up to 2 
at Long Point, Fulton, 14 April/10 May 
(tALy, DRe/+KHr); 1 at Sauerheber, 
Henderson, 23 April—4 May/12 May (DSo/ 
KM1); 1 south of Stanford, Lincoln, 6 May 
(NK1i); 1 at Boone Conservancy Park, Boone, 
8 May (EGr). 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher — | at Lexington 
Reservoirs #2 and #3, Fayette, 26 March 
(MCa) was the first reported. 


Golden-crowned Kinglet — | at Big Bone Lick 
SP, Boone, 18 May (ph. TYo) was a record 
late spring bird. The next to last report was 1 
at UK Arboretum, Fayette, 30 April (CVs, 
BVs). 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet — 1 at Surrey Hills 
Farm, Jefferson, 18 May (BPa) was the last 
to be reported. 


Eastern Bluebird — As was mentioned in the 
previous issue a large die-off occurred as a 
result of heavy winter storms. As part of a 
monitoring program in LBL, Trigg, 172 
Bluebird nest boxes were surveyed and 
contained 70 perished birds, 3 March (BPe 
per. comm. ROc). Most years winterkills are 
no more than 1 or 2. 


Veery — First reported on 27 April with singles 
present at Lexington Cemetery, Fayette, (ph. 
NBr); Lakeview Park, Fayette, (ph. CVs, 
BVs); and Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve, 
Oldham, (CHd). 


Gray-cheeked Thrush — First reported on 26 
April with singles present at Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, (ALy); Bowling Green, Warren, 
(Ph. RSh); John James Audubon SP, Hen- 
derson, (DSo). Last reported on 22 May with 
single birds at John James Audubon SP, 
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Henderson, (MDy) and Berea College 
Forest, Madison, (CSe). 


Swainson’s Thrush — | at Lexington Ceme- 
tery, Fayette, 19 April (tPGb) was the first 
to be reported. 40 at Jefferson Memorial 
Forest, Jefferson, 8 May (*BWr) was the 
highest number reported. 


Hermit Thrush — Last reported 8 May with 3 
at Jefferson Memorial Forest, Jefferson, 
({BWr); 1 at Boone County Cliffs SNP, 
Boone, (+LWa, JNe); 1 at Lexington Ceme- 
tery, Fayette, (DLa); and 1 at Lakeview 
Park, Fayette, (*RAd). 


Wood Thrush — First reported on 12 April 
with | at Energy Lake, off Barkley Lake, 
Trigg, (BCa) and 1 south of La Grange, 
Oldham, (RFr). 


Gray Catbird — | at Cedar Creek Lake, 
Lincoln, 18 March (+NK1) was a relatively 
early bird. 1 at UK Arboretum, Fayette, 8 
April (TCr) was the next bird reported. 


Cedar Waxwing — 100 at Cave Hill Cemetery, 
Jefferson, 19 May (LPa) was the highest 
number reported. 


American Pipit— 1 at Long Point, Fulton, 4 
May (JTe) was the last to be reported. 


EVENING GROSBEAK — KBRC review 
required. The irruption continued into the 
spring season with reports from 10 counties. 
30-50 southwest of Cadiz, Trigg, until 24 
April (ph. tAHs) was the highest number 
reported. 1 north of Stamping Ground, Scott, 
18 May (TJn) was the last to be reported. 


Purple Finch — The irruption continued into 
the spring season with 40 at Mammoth Cave 
NP, Edmonson, 5 April (PBI, CBe) the 
highest number reported. 1 east of Hodgen- 
ville, Larue, 18 May (ph. tRMe) was the last 
to be reported. 


Pine Siskin — The irruption continued through 
the spring season with 50 east of Lexington, 
Fayette, 8 May (DSv, LCo) the highest 
number reported. 
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Grasshopper Sparrow — | northeast of 
Bowling Green, Warren, 21 April (ACr) was 
the first to be reported. 32 on a reclaimed 
mine tract north of Hazard, Perry, 18 May 
(+ NHn) was the highest number reported. 


Lark Sparrow — | at Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson, 12 April (PBI, ph. au. BPa, m.ob.) 
was the first to be reported, another was at 
the same location 6 May (ph. BPa, JAr). Of 
interest was | at Minor Clark, Rowan, 4 May 
(ph. DSv, LCo). All other reports were from 
western Kentucky. 


Chipping Sparrow — 80+ at Iroquois Park, 
Jefferson, 11 April (t BWr) was the highest 
number reported. 


Clay-colored Sparrow — There were two 
reports. 1 northwest of Lancaster, Garrard, | 
May (ph. au. DCo) and 1 at Jacobson Park, 
Fayette, 8 May (tJSp, ph. MEr, m.ob.). 


Fox Sparrow — | at Blood River, Calloway, 16 
April (fHCh) was the last to be reported. 


American Tree Sparrow — 2 at Sandy Lee 
Watkins SP, Henderson, 27 March (AFr) 
were the last to be reported. 


Dark-eyed Junco — | at Owsley Co. Recrea- 
tion Center, Owsley, 30 May (TNo, ph. NBr) 
was the last reported away from known 
breeding grounds. 


White-crowned Sparrow — Last reported on 
15 May: 1 at Garvin Brown Nature Preserve, 
Jefferson, (SBo); 3 at Big Bone Lick SP, 
Boone, (HWr); | at Blue Licks Battlefield 
SRP, Robertson, (JPa). 


i ' es See 
Brewer’s Blackbird — Hopkins Co. 
9 March 2021, Pam Spaulding 
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White-throated Sparrow — A number of birds 
lingered into the summer season. 


Vesper Sparrow — 2 at Sauerheber, Hender- 
son, 16 March (DSo) was the first reported. 
1 near Joe Creason Park, Jefferson, 24 April 
(SWa) was the last to be reported. 


Henslow’s Sparrow — | at Talon Winery, 
Fayette, 5 April (DSv, LCo) was the first 
reported. 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — 1| north of Wilmore, 
Jessamine, 6 March (*SPe) may have 
overwintered. 1 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 
25 April (SRe) was the next to be reported. 
Last reported on 16 May; 1 at Schochoh, 
Logan, (ph. STy, DTy); 1 at Surrey Hills 
Farm, Jefferson, (BPa, JE); 1 at LBL, Lyon, 
(ph. JWI) 


Swamp Sparrow — | northwest of Owensboro, 
Daviess, 17 May (+JWt) was the last to be 
reported. 


Yellow-breasted Chat — First reported on 25 
April; 2 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, (SRe); 1 
at Davis Bend Nature Preserve, Hart, 
(*SKi); and 1 at Mammoth Cave NP, 
Barren, (LCr). 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD — 
KBRC review required. There were two 
reports. 1 off Lawson-Poindexter Road, 
Todd, 26-27 March (ph. IKi, JHa) and 1 
south of Frenchburg, Menifee, 14 April 
(PMa per. comm. BPa) . 


Bobolink — 1 south of Bowling Green, Warren, 
25 April (fWAh) was the first to be reported. 


Orchard Oriole — First reported on 12 April 
with singles at Energy Lake off Barkley 
Lake, Trigg, (BCa) and LBL, Trigg, (NK1). 


Baltimore Oriole — 1 west of Versailles, 
Woodford, 17 April (TLm) was the first to be 
reported. 


Rusty Blackbird — 4 northeast of Jenkins, 
Letcher, 8 May (+MHn) were the last to be 
reported. 
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Brewer’s Blackbird — 125 at Frostburg Road, 
Hopkins, 9 March (BCa) was the highest 
number reported. 1 in Schochoh, Logan, 20 
March (ph. *STy) was the last reported. 


Ovenbird — | east of Shelbyville, She/by, 7 
April (ph. TSh) was the first reported. 24 at 
Edmiston Lake, southwest of Berea, Gar- 
rard, 25 May (*DLa) was the highest 
number reported. 


Worm-eating Warbler — First reported on 10 
April with 1 at DBNF, Powell, (AGa) and 2 
at KY Lake WMA, Calloway, (au. ph. ALy). 


Louisiana Waterthrush — | at Mammoth 
Cave NP, Edmonson, 16 March (ph. *SK1) 
was the first to be reported. 


Northern Waterthrush — | east of Wickliffe, 
Carlisle, 16 April (CBI) was the first to be 
reported. Last reported on 16 May with | at 
Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, (BPa); 2 at 
John James Audubon SP, Henderson, (DSk); 
and | at Taylorsville Lake WMA, Spencer, 
(JWh). 


Golden-winged Warbler — 1 south of Inde- 
pendence, Kenton, 27 April (t DMn) was the 
first to be reported. 


Blue-winged Warbler — | west of Monticello 
at Lake Cumberland, Wayne, 14 April (LBo) 
was the first to be reported. 


Black-and-white Warbler — | at Red River 
Gorge, Wolfe, 21 March (tDWm, WBb, 
GAp) was the first to be reported. 


Mourning Warbler — Jefferson Co. 
11 May 2021, Win Ahrens 


Prothonotary Warbler — | at LBL, Trigg, 6 
April (BCa) was the first to be reported. 41 
in the Sloughs Area, Henderson, 30 May 
(JMe) was the highest number reported. 
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Swainson’s Warbler — Calloway Co. 
25 April 2021, Andrew Lydeard 


Swainson’s Warbler — | in DBNF, McCreary, 
17 April (au. RDe) was the first to be 
reported. 


Tennessee Warbler — | south of Murray, 
Calloway, 17 April (ALy) was the first to be 
reported. 1 at E.P. “Tom” Sawyer SP, 
Jefferson, 23 May (PPi) was the last to be 
reported. 


Orange-crowned Warbler — | at Joe Creason 
Park, Jefferson, 8 May (EVc) was the last to 
be reported. 


Nashville Warbler — | south of Murray, 
Calloway, 4 April (¢CSo, ph. CBI) was a 
record early report for the state. 1 in east 
Jefferson 29 May (tAMe) was a late report. 


Connecticut Warbler — | at Jacobson Park, 
Fayette, 9 May (SPe) was the first to be 
reported. Reported in 3 locations in Fayette 
and also reported in Pulaski and Jefferson. 


Mourning Warbler — | at Bernheim Forest, 
Bullitt, 2 May (+CBe, PBI) was the first to be 
reported. 1 at Long Point, Fulton, 22 May 
(au. CBI) was the last to be reported. 


Kentucky Warbler — | at Mammoth Cave NP, 
Edmonson, 13 April ({SK1) was the first to 
be reported. 
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Common Yellowthroat— 1 at Mt. Zion, 
Grant, 13 March (*LEn) was a probable 
wintering individual. | at Shaker Village, 
Mercer, 27 March (*KB1) was an early 
arrival. 


Hooded Warbler — First reported on 8 April 
with single birds at Bens Cliff, Wayne, 
(+LBo) and Mammoth Cave NP, Edmonson, 
(+ JRs). 26 at Red River Gorge, Wolfe, 6 May 
(ASu, m.ob.) was the highest number 
reported. 


Hooded Warbler — Jefferson Co. 
8 May 2021, Ron Hirsch 


American Redstart — 1 at DBNF, Clay, 15 
April (PRa) was the first to be reported. 15 at 
Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 10 May (+BPa) 
was the highest number reported. 


Cape May Warbler — 2 east of Sadieville, 
Scott, 25 April (GSu) were the first to be 
reported. 1 in west Berea, Madison, 20 May 
(ECo) was the last to be reported. 


Cerulean Warbler — | at Mammoth Cave NP, 
Edmonson, 12 April (TDu) was the first 
reported. 


Northern Parula — | at the Hancock Biologi- 
cal Station, Calloway, 24 March (*CBI) was 
an early report. 


Magnolia Warbler — First reported 27 April: 
singles at Harrods Creek Park (*WAh) and 
Cherokee Park (*PBI) both Jefferson, 1-2 at 
Lakeview Park (KBu, m.ob.) and Lexington 
Cemetery (MEr) both Fayette; 1 at Jenny 
Wiley SRP, Floyd, (7JJe). 20 at Lexington 
Cemetery, Fayette, 14 May (*KBi, ph. ROc) 
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was the highest number reported. 1 at LBL, 
Lyon, 31 May (MEa) was the last reported. 


Bay-breasted Warbler — First reported 27 
April: 1 southeast of Henderson, Henderson, 
(JFa); 2 at Lakeview Park, Fayette, (CVs, 
BVs); 2 at Shaker Village, Mercer, (KBi). 1 
at LBL, Trigg, 24 May (CEn) was the last to 
be reported. 


Blackburnian Warbler — | at Jenny Wiley 
SRP, Floyd, 26 April (JJe) was the first to be 
reported. 1 in Lexington, Fayette, 22 May 
(CVs, BVs) was the last to be reported away 
from known breeding locations. 


Yellow Warbler — | at WKU Green River 
Preserve, Hart, 10 April (AMi, JMy) was the 
first to be reported. 14 at Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, 26 April (ph. ALy) was the highest 
number reported. 


Chestnut-sided Warbler — | at Freeman Lake, 
Hardin, 23 April (*SBe) was the first to be 
reported. 1 in west Lexington, Fayette, 28 
May (*MEr) was the last reported away from 
known breeding areas. 


Blackpoll Warbler — 1 west of Murray, 
Calloway, 25 April (ALy) was the first 
reported. 1 at Camp Nelson, Jessamine, 22 
May (TBr, NSa, m.ob.) was the last to be 
reported. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — First reported 
on 27 April with singles at Beckley Creek 
Park (MKo) and E.P. “Tom” Sawyer SP 
(PP1), both in Jefferson. | in east Lexington, 
Fayette, 18 May (*KBu) was the last to be 
reported away from known breeding areas. 


Palm Warbler — 1 at Sportsman Lake, Larue, 
27 March (*RMe) was the first reported. 20 
at Sauerheber, Henderson, 12 May (*KM1) 
was the highest number reported. 1 at Guist 
Creek Lake, Shelby, 18 May (ph. tJSo) was 
the last to be reported. There were two 
reports of the eastern subspecies YELLOW 
PALM WARBLER (D.p. hypochrysea): 1 
south of Wickliffe, Carlisle, 27 April (ph. 
+ALy); and 1 at Lexington Cemetery, 
Fayette, 11 May (ph. tROc). 
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Yellow-rumped Warbler — Last reported on 
15 May: 1| at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, Frank- 
lin, (JSo); 2 at Jacobson Park, Fayette, (ph. 
CFi); and 1 in Berea, Madison, (RBa, RFo). 


Yellow-throated Warbler — | at Hancock 
Biological Station, Calloway, 24 March 
(CBI) was the first to be reported. 20 in 
DBNF, McCreary, 14 April (*RDe) was the 
highest number reported. 


Prairie Warbler — First reported on 6 April 
with 1 at Mammoth Cave NP, Edmonson, 
(TGr) and 2 east of Pineville, Bel/, (DLd). 


Black-throated Green Warbler — | at Big 
South Fork NRRA, McCreary, 24 March 
(+LM1i) was the first reported. 


Canada Warbler — | at Lexington Cemetery, 
Fayette, 27 April (,MEr) was an early 
report. | at Dr. Norman and Martha Adair 
WMA, 21 May (TYo) was the last reported 
away from known breeding range. 


Wilson’s Warbler — | in north Lexington, 
Fayette, 28 April (,DWe) was the first to be 
reported. 1 at Big Bone Lick SP, Boone, 18 
May (TYo) was the last to be reported. 


Summer Tanager — | at E.P. “Tom” Sawyer 
SP, Jefferson, 17 April (PPi) was the first to 
be reported. 


Scarlet Tanager — First reported on 17 April 
with 1 at Berea College Forest, Madison, 
(EGr) and 1 at Mammoth Cave NP, Edmon- 
son, (*+HKo). 
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak — 1 in Murray, 
Calloway, 15 April (fMEa) was the first to 
be reported. 


Blue Grosbeak — 1| in Somerset, Pulaski, 9 
April (ph. JLd) was the first reported. 


Indigo Bunting — | in Murray, Calloway, 8 
April (,MEa) was the first reported. 75 in 
the Sloughs area, Henderson, 30 May (JMe) 
was the highest number reported. 


Black-throated Green Warbler — Scott Co. 
11 May 2021, David Lang 


PAINTED BUNTING — KBRC review 
required. 1 had a fleeting visit to a feeder in 
Shelby on April 28 (ph. EWr per. comm. 
ROc). 


Dickcissel — | at a feeder in Murray, Calloway, 
12 March (ph. LBs) was probably an 
overwintering bird. 1 at McElroy Lake, 
Warren, 19 April (RSh, m.ob.) was the first 
migrant reported. 


eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD_relSep-2021. Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. 


Sep 2021. 


Palmer-Ball, Jr., B. Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky, Third Edition. The Kentucky 


Ornithological Society, 2019. 


Yandell, B. 2019. 19th Report of the Kentucky Bird Records Committee. The Kentucky Warbler 


95: 112-120. 
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LOCATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (J/talics indicate a county name) 


Most locations are based on their eBird Hotspot Name 


KY Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/ 


Marshall 


KY Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/ 


Marshall/Trigg 


LBL = Land Between the Lakes National 


Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 


Long Point = Reelfoot NWR, Long Point 


Unit, Fulton 


Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, 


Jefferson 


Minor Clark = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, 


KEY TO OBSERVER CODES 


ACr — Alix Cross 

AFr — Anita Frazer 

AGa — Andy Galvin 

AHs — Ann Hayes 

AKa — Albert Kayser 

ALy — Andrew Lydeard 
AMe — Andrew Melnykovych 
AMi-— Adam Miles 

ASh — Adam Shepard 

ASu — Alex Sundvall 

BBr — Brenda Bauer 

BCa — Beverly Carrico 
BNo — Brandon Nooner 
BPa-— Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
BPe — Bob Peak 

BVs — Barbara Vellios 
BWr — Barbara Woerner 
BYa-— Ben Yandell 

CBe — Carol Besse 

CBi — Chandra Biggerstaff 
CBI — Clay Bliznick 

CCr — Charlie Crawford 
CEn — Cypress English 
CFi — Colin Fisher 

CHd — Clarissa Hood 


Rowan 


NP = National Park 


NRRA = National River and Recreation Area 


Sauerheber = Sloughs WMA, Sauerheber 


Unit, Henderson 


Sinclair = Peabody WMA, Sinclair Unit, 


Muhlenberg 


SP = State Park 


CSe — Chandra Stone 
CSo — Christy Soldo 
CVs — Charles Vellios 
DBo — Dale Bonk 

DCo — Derek Coomer 
DCs — Dan Collins 
DLa — David Lang 

DLd — David Ledford 
DMn — Don Martin 
DPa — Daniel Patrick 
DRe — Daniel Redwine 
DRo — David Roemer 
DSe — Dan Stone 

DSk — Donna Stricklin 
DSo — David Stone 
DSv — Dave Svetich 
DTy — Debby Tyson 
DWe — David Westneat 
DWm — Doug Whitman 
ECo — Eric Cannizzaro 
EGr — Ed Groneman 
ERi — Eric Ripma 

EVc — Evan Vicic 
EVi— Elcira Villarreal 
EWr — Erin N. Whitaker 


SRP = State Resort Park 
WMA = Wildlife Management Area 
Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Russell 


GAI — Gwen Alston 
GAp — Gautam Apte 
GBa — Gage Barnes 
GHa — Gregory Harper 
GSu — Greg Survant 
GWa — Greg Walker 
HCh — Hap Chambers 
HKo — Hudson Koch 
HMi-— Hannah Miller 
HNe — Harriet Neill 
HWr — Helen Wright-North 
TKi — Iris Kilpatrick 
ITh — Indira Thirkannad 
JAr — Jim Arnett 

JBe — Jamin Beachy 
JCi — Joey Caminiti 
JCs — James Chiles 

JEI — Jackie Elmore 
JFa— Julia Farmer 
JFr— Jeanatte Frazier 
JHa — Joseph Hall 

JJe — Jean Jones 

JLd — Jim Ledford 

JLe — Jannah Lee 

JMe — John Meredig 
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KEY TO OBSERVER CODES 


JMy — Jack Mayo 

JNe — John Neack 
JPa— Joe Patterson 
JPo — Josh Powell 

JRs — Jeffrey Rose 

JSo — Jeff Sole 

JSp — Josh Stapleton 
JTe — Jeremy Teague 
JTr — John Trischan 
JWh — James Wheat 
JWI — Jacquelyn Wells 
JWt — JT Wathen 

KBi — Kyle Bixler 
KBs — Kendra Burns 
KBu — Katey Buster 
KCi — Kathy Caminiti 
KGe — Katie Greene 
KHr — Kurtis Himmler 
KM1- Keith Michalski 
LBk — Lenny Beck 
LBo — Lyle Bontrager 


LBs — Laura Sullivan-Beckers 


LCI — Lisa Clifft 

LCo — Lisa Combs 

LCr — Linda Craiger 
LEn — Laura Engelman 
LMc — Lindsey McMahon 
LMi — Linda Mills 

LPa — Lee Payne 

LWa — Lindsey Walters 
LWe — Lee Western 
MaAu — Michael Autin 
MBr-— Meg Brown 
MCa-— Michael Callan 


MDy — Mike Dyer 

MEa — Melissa Easley 
MEI — Mark Elkins 

MEr — Mark Ernstes 
MHn — Martina Hines 
MKo — Maria Koukoulas 
MLe — Marjorie Lehman 
MMm -— Michael Minium 
MSa-— Mark Salsman 
MYa-— Mary Yandell 
NBr — Nancy Braun 
NHn — Nate Hooven 
NKi — Nancy Kitchen 
NKI — Niklas Klauss 
NSa — Nour Salam 

PBI — Pat Bell 

PGb — Pamela Graber 
PMa — Paula Mattingly 
PPi — Patrice Pittman 
PRa — Patrick Rakes 

PSp — Pam Spaulding 
RAd — Ruth Adams 

RBa — Rebecca Bates 
RCh — Robert Chadwick 
RCr — Rodney Crice 
RDe — Roseanna Denton 
RFo — Robert Foster 

RFr — Richard A Fischer Sr. 
RGo — Rod Goforth 
RHi— Ron Hirsch 

RKe — Richard Kessler 
RMd — Richard Mayfield 
RMe-— Rosemary Meredith 
ROc — Ronan O’Carra 


5 de de de A 


RRi — Rob Ripma 

RRo — Robert Rold 
RSh — Rickey Shive 
RSt — Ruben Stoll 

SAr — Sharon Arnold 
SBe — Sarah Bell 

SBo — Steve Borgis 
SBr — Steve Brown 
SKi — Steve Kistler 
SPe — Sydney Penner 
SRe — Scott Record 
STh — Sunil Thirkannad 
STy — Steve Tyson 
SWa — Sean Ward 
SWs — Sean Walters 
TBe — Tommy Becker 
TBr — Tony Brusate 
TBw — Tina Brouwer 
TCr — Tom Crock 

TDu — Tom Durbin 
TGr — Teresa Graham 
TJn — Tiffany Johnson 
TKy — Thomas Kelly 
TLm — Todd Leatherman 
TMc — TJ McGary 
TNo — Teresa Noel 
TQu — Tommy Quarles 
TSh — Tanner Shepard 
TSm— Tammy Vied Smith 
TTo — Tim Towles 
TYo — Travis Young 
WAh — Win Ahrens 
WBb — Will Babb 
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KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY SPRING MEETING 
APRIL 24-26, 2021 


Hopes were high for returning to live members’ meetings, but with an abundance of caution the 
KOS board voted to meet virtually for the 2021 spring meeting. The virtual get-together needed 
time for preparation and as such was run in June (a report on which will be included in the next 
issue). In lieu of the usual in-person meeting, some in-person field trips in late April were run 
across the state. 


FIELD TRIP REPORTS 


Due to continuing Covid restrictions, we were unable to meet in person for our Spring Meeting. 
The KOS board agreed to organize field trips around the state on the weekend of April 24, 25 and 
26, following the CDC guidelines regarding mask-wearing and social distancing. Thanks to Jeff 
Sole and Ronan O’Carra for taking on this task. Unfortunately the weather was not cooperative 
and some of the outings were cancelled. The trip leaders have shared their groups’ experiences 
below, and have provided links to their eBird checklists. 


Mammoth Cave — Cedar Sink Trail Wildflower Hike 


April 23, 1:00 p.m., Leaders Steve and Janet Kistler, 5 participants, including Steve and Janet. 
Conditions were cool and cloudy. We hiked on the Cedar Sink trail at Mammoth Cave National 
Park to find the wildflowers that bloom in profusion here every spring. We were thrilled to see 
carpets of blooms, with many species including foam flower, nodding trillium, sessile trillium, 
Jack-in-the-pulpit, early phlox, wild geranium, fire pink, columbine, bell flowers, larkspur, round- 
leaf ragwort, ferns, and much more. The cliffs, sinkholes, and wooded paths provided stunning 
backdrops to the blooms. 


Mammoth Cave/Diamond Caverns 


The 8:00 a.m. Saturday morning walk was rescheduled for 8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning due to 
rain. Six participants joined Linda Craiger on an easy hiking trail, looking for spring migrants and 
early summer residents. There was | person from Indiana, 1 from Louisville, and the rest of us 
were from Barren County, including an 11-year old birder. We immediately heard many singing 
birds at the parking lot, and were able to get a Common Yellowthroat and a Yellow-breasted Chat 
to come in close enough for all to see by briefly using individual bird calls. However, it kind of 
went downhill from there. We were disappointed with not being able to find warblers, and with 
most of the birds we heard not coming in close enough for the novice birders to get good looks. 
We identified 27 species, while birding about 1 mile, over 2 hours with the following list. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird. org/checklist/S 86338353 


Doe Run Lake Park, Kenton County 


April 24, 2021, 8:00 a.m. Trip Leader, Ed Groneman. The weather was heavily overcast and un- 
fortunately no one showed up for the walk. I found Northern Parula, Yellow-throated and Prairie 
warblers, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, and nesting Cooper’s Hawks near the end of the trail. Also of 
note were a Greater Yellowlegs and a Solitary Sandpiper on the mudflats. I tallied 35 species. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86229434 
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Banklick Wetlands 


April 24, 2021, 9:20 a.m. Trip Leader, Ed Groneman. I found Blue-winged Teal along with nu- 
merous Spotted and Solitary Sandpipers, Warbling Vireo and 2 Savannah Sparrows. Also saw 
Northern Parula, Yellow and Yellow-throated Warblers. I tallied 24 species over 4.25 miles of 
hiking in 2.5 hours. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86229946 
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace NP 


Jeff Sole led 6 participants on this hike, coming from Louisville, Anderson County, Larue Coun- 
ty, and Hart County. The group enjoyed a leisurely 1.66 mile hike around the trails at the Lincoln 
Birthplace National Park over a 2.75 hour period. Birding was a little slow, but we tallied 28 spe- 
cies, with a few migrants included. After this hike the group was invited by Rosemary Meredith 
to come to her nearby Larue County home to continue birding her feeders and property. We had a 
great time there, tallying 37 species. A nice male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was a nice highlight. 
We birded about another 2 hours here covering a little over 1 mile by foot and golf cart. Our 
group's total effort of about 3 miles of hiking and 4.75 hours of birding tallied 52 species in Larue 
County. 


Link to the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86347948 
Link to the Larue eBird checklist: https://ebird. org/checklist/S86340200 


Minor E Clark Fish Hatchery 


On Saturday April 24, trip leaders David 
Lang & Ronan O’Carra had 6 partici- 
pants on this hike with a nice mix of 
new and experienced birders. The group 
covered 1.7 miles working mostly 
around the hatchery ponds and a little bit 
around the oxbow in 2.5 hours. We tal- 
lied a decent 51 species including both 
resident and migrant species. We only 
managed 6 species of shorebirds that 
most people were able to get good to ee os 
decent looks at. In addition to the shore- KOS Walk at Minor E. Clark Fish Hatchery 
birds we had a few waterfowl, fly over Rowan Co., 24 April 2021, David Lang 
Caspian Terns, herons, raptors, woodpeck- 

ers, swallows, sparrows, a few warblers 

and other odds and ends. We managed to complete our walk before the rain came in. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86251739 
McElroy Lake (Saturday afternoon) 


With our bird walks cancelled for the day due to rain, Teresa Noel, Nancy Braun and James 
Wheat visited McElroy Lake on Saturday afternoon. There was intermittent rain, but several other 
birders were there as well, including Rickey Shive. We spotted 9 species of waterfowl and a con- 
tinuing Eared Grebe. We tallied 14 species of shorebird including 1 Marbled Godwit, 1 Wilson’s 
Phalarope, and 7 Willet. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86295220. 
James returned to McElroy the following day with a similar checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/ 
S86389404 
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Davis Bend Nature Preserve (Hart County) 


April 25, Trip Leaders Steve and Janet Kistler, 6 participants, including Steve and Janet. This 
Nature Conservancy site in Hart County has a nice variety of open field and wooded habitats. We 
started our trip at the old home site surrounded by fields. Many birds were seen or heard in this 
habitat including Prairie Warbler, Northern Parula, White-eyed Vireo, Eastern Towhee, Killdeer, 
Red-shouldered Hawk, and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. We walked on the path through more fields 
down to the bottomland along the Green River. Wood Ducks and Louisiana Waterthrushes were 
seen there. Forty one species were observed in all. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86345129 


Lexington Cemetery 


On Sunday April 25 David Lang & Ronan O’Carra led around 26 participants on this hike. We 
broke up into two groups with the beginner birders going with Ronan and the rest going with 
David. Ronan’s group of 16 covered 2 miles and tallied 31 species. David’s group of 10 covered a 
slow 2 miles through the southeastern section of the cemetery in just over 3 hours. We tallied a 
decent 39 species including both resident and migrant species. We managed 5 species of warblers 
that most people were able to get good to decent looks at. We did our best to get everyone on each 
of the birds. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S 86335094 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird. org/checklist/S86326028 


Mammoth Cave NP (Sunday morning) 


An early start at New Hope Cemetery gave Teresa Noel, Nancy Braun and James Wheat the joy 
of twittering American Woodcock flight displays and peent calls. We later had 15 species of war- 
bler, including a singing male Cerulean! 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird. org/checklist/S86309397 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S863 18534 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S 86318485 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S 86323340 


Mammoth Cave NP (Sunday afternoon) 


Dave Svetich, Lisa Combs, and James Wheat visited a couple hotspots in Mammoth Cave NP to 
see what we could find. Fortunately, the trails were reasonably birdy with 12 species of warbler, 
and probably the same Cerulean Warbler as in the morning, who put on a show for us in the after- 
noon. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86389444 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S86389539 


Mammoth Cave National Park south in Edmonson County 


Trip leader Blaine Ferrell was joined by 8 participants on a trip on Tuesday, April 27. The count 
was from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Clear skies, temp. 56-74. Winds: Calm to 12 mph. Approxi- 
mately 2 miles walking. 


Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S 86482194 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird. org/checklist/S 86484272 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird. org/checklist/S 86508908 
Link to the eBird checklist: https://ebird.org/checklist/S 86509794 
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SPRING, 2021, KOS MEETING STATEWIDE BIRD LIST (132 SPECIES) 


Canada Goose 

Wood Duck 
Blue-winged Teal 
Northern Shoveler 
Gadwall 

Mallard 
Green-winged Teal 
Ring-necked Duck 
Lesser Scaup 
Bufflehead 

Hooded Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 
Northern Bobwhite 
Wild Turkey 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Eared Grebe 

Rock Pigeon (Feral) 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
American Coot 
American Golden-Plover 
Semipalmated Plover 
Killdeer 

Marbled Godwit 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Least Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
American Woodcock 
Wilson’s Snipe 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Willet 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
Bonaparte's Gull 
Caspian Tern 

Great Blue Heron 
Green Heron 

Black Vulture 

Turkey Vulture 


Osprey 

Cooper’s Hawk 

Bald Eagle 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 

Barred Owl 

Belted Kingfisher 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
American Kestrel 
Peregrine Falcon 
Eastern Phoebe 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird 
White-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Blue-headed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 

Blue Jay 

American Crow 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 

Horned Lark 


Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow 


Purple Martin 

Tree Swallow 

Bank Swallow 

Barn Swallow 

Cliff Swallow 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
House Wren 

Carolina Wren 
European Starling 
Brown Thrasher 
Eastern Bluebird 


A ae de A 


Hermit Thrush 

Wood Thrush 
American Robin 

Cedar Waxwing 

House Sparrow 
American Pipit 

Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 
Eastern Towhee 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Orchard Oriole 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Common Grackle 
Ovenbird 

Worm-eating Warbler 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Kentucky Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Northern Parula 

Yellow Warbler 

Palm Warbler 

Pine Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Scarlet Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Available 


The Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor the 
memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions of Ginny and her hus- 
band, Wendell, to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The scholarship 
is available to birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. The Fund will pay 
tuition to attend an American Birding Association (ABA) Summer Camp. Details about the ABA 
camps can be found on the ABA website. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants 
should fill out the form found on the KOS website (https://birdky. org/wendell-and-ginny- 
kingsolver-fund.html), write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend, 
and include a brief recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Applications should be 
sent to Carol Besse (csbesse@bellsouth.net). Recipients will be asked to report on their camp 
experience either in person to their local bird club, to KOS at a meeting, or in writing. Scholarship 
applications are due by May | each year, however grants will be subject to ABA camp’s space 
availability. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports the education of children in the deeper ap- 
preciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of up to $5000, visit 
the KOS website (http://birdky.org/anne-stamm-fund.html) or contact Scott Marsh by mail at 
4401 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY, 40509, or via email at 


(SMarsh@Clayingels.com). 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with mon- 
etary awards of up to $5000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website 

(https://birdky. org/burt-monroe-jr-fund. html) ) or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 40601 


(kate.slankard@ky. gov). 


Recipients of KOS grants are expected to submit research articles or summary reports, which will 
be published in future issues of The Kentucky Warbler. 


Gordon Wilson Fund Grants Available 


The Gordon Wilson Fund was established in honor of Dr. Gordon Wilson, respected Kentucky 
ornithologist and one of the three founders of KOS. Grants of up to $5,000 may be requested to 
fund research, publication costs, and environmental education projects. Members of the Society 
will receive preference for funding, but others are encouraged to apply. For guidelines on how to 


apply, visit the KOS website (http://birdky. org/kos-funds-scholarships-and-endowments. html) or 
contact Jeremy Teague by mail at 379 Sir Charles Court, Calvert City, KY, 42029-7519, or via 


email at (jeremy.teague@birdky.org). 
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Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky (3rd ed.) now available. 


By Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


Annotated Checklist 
Kentucky Ornithological Society of the 


Paperback 276 pages. 1 August 2019. Birds of Kentucky 


“The 3rd edition of the Annotated Checklist of the Birds 
of Kentucky updates the status and abundance of 390 
species that have been documented to have occurred in 
Kentucky. The 3rd edition has been expanded to 
include more detailed lists of county distribution of 
many less common species. Included in species 
descriptions are brief summaries of status, distribution, 
seasonal occurrence, and abundance.” 


— Kentucky Ornithological Society website. 


This important reference is available at meetings of the 
society, through Aerio Book Sales (https://aerbook.com/maker/productcard-4886075-6955.html) 
and wherever books are sold. 


e094 
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Common Merganser — Clay Co. 
11 April 2021, James Wheat 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher — Logan Co. Leucistic White-throated Sparrow — Scott Co. 
16 April 2021, Dany Head 11 May 2021, David Lang 


Great Black-backed Gull — Lyon Co. Dickcissel — Fayette Co. 
1 March 2021, Scott Record 21 May 2021, Katey Buster 


Pine Warbler — Russell Co. Henslow’s Sparrow — Jefferson Co. 
3 March 2021, Jeff Sole 6 April 2021, Ron Hirsch 
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Willet — Jefferson Co. Long-eared Owl — Bourbon Co. 
27 April 2021, Indira Thirkannad 6 March 2021, Rickey Shive 


Worm-eating Warbler — Edmonson Co. Least Flycatcher — Fayette Co. 
31 May 2021, Tommy Quarles 11 May 2021, Ronan O’Carra 


Vesper Sparrow — Henderson Co. 
18 April 2021, Clay Bliznick 7 May 2021, Rickey Shive 
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Laurel Co., 19 April 2021 
Tom Cammel 


Clay-colored Sparrow 
Fayette Co., 8 May 2021 
Mark Ernstes 


7. 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
4 Logan Co., 16 May 2021 
Steve Tyson 


Red-necked Phalarope 
Warren Co., 21 May 2021 
Clay Bliznick 
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We thank Blaine Ferrell for his photograph of the Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja) taken 20 
July 2021 in Warren County. 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Dear Birders, 


Most birders long for the peaks of migration in spring and fall, but summer birding 
should not be dismissed as a time of easing back birding activity. The summer season 1s 
a crucial time for birds that nest in Kentucky and it is important that we track the status 
of these birds. During these months select birders undertake Breeding Bird Surveys 
(BBS). One may note the BBS tag on some locations on summer checklists. These 
surveys consist of fifty 3-minute spot counts on set routes, half-a-mile apart. Obviously 
these are restricted to certain locations but can indicate if there are any trends in 
breeding birds in those areas. The BBS is coordinated by the US Geological Survey with 
surveys ongoing in many states and they use the data for conservation purposes. 


On the state level, groups coordinate to undertake Breeding Bird Atlases. Again, these 
are undertaken by select birders covering many locations within counties, over many 
hours. The results are precise breeding range maps for all nesting species in a given 
state. This is a many-years-effort and was last undertaken in Kentucky in the early 
1990s, around thirty years ago (The Kentucky Breeding Bird Atlas, Brainard Palmer- 
Ball, Jr., 1996). 


As it has been a while since an atlas has been completed in Kentucky, we as birders can 
help in the effort to update the information if only at a more general county level. In 
looking at the eBird reports for the summer season there were 80,482 entries on 
checklists in Kentucky. Two counties, Johnson and Magoffin, had no reports of any 
kind. McLean, Estill and Owsley each had one entry (one species on a checklist) and 
Nicholas had three individual entries (2 checklists). In contrast, Jefferson had 14,677 
individual entries. If this effort was spread out, more areas could be covered. Further, 
when filling out eBird checklists in the breeding season, it would be helpful to add 
information on the breeding status of the individual species (eBird has categories from 
singing to nest building and feeding young). This information will allow more common 
species to be mapped to the county level allowing more time to assess the status of the 
more restricted breeders. 


Black-bellied Whistling Duck has only recently started breeding in the state. Mississippi 
Kites are spreading their range in the state and Bald Eagles are recovering well. I think it 
would be exciting to record a species breeding in Kentucky for the first time (Western 
Kingbird nest in neighboring states and a dispersing fledgling was reported 1n Ballard 
county in the fall) or even a county first record. So make a plan for next summer to go 
out and bird with an eye on helping map out what birds breed in your county and across 
Kentucky. 


Happy Birding 


Ronan O’ Carra 
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THE SUMMER SEASON, JUNE-JULY 2021 


Ronan O’ Carra 


Climatic conditions during Summer 2021 were average. Temperatures for both June and July 
were close to average. Precipitation in June was variable across the state but as a whole was at 
normal levels [-0.8in (West), 0.01n (Central), +1.0in (Bluegrass), +0.3in (East)]. Most of the June 
precipitation fell in the first half of the month. Precipitation levels in July were over an inch above 
normal (+1.1in, +0.8in, +1.6in, +1.31n) with most of the precipitation coming in the first half of 
the month as heavy downpours with the end of the month turning dry. 


Sightings are extracted mainly from eBird with supplementary records from the BirdKy 
LISTSERV and social media. Comments about previous Kentucky bird records rely on the 
Annotated Checklist (Palmer-Ball, Jr., 2019). The species order is based on the Kentucky State 
List of Birds (Yandell, 2019), with review species being capitalized and state firsts underlined. 
The list of rarities for the summer season included Black-bellied Whistling Duck, White-winged 


Dove, Wood Stork and Roseate Spoonbill. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these reports have 
been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports of out-of-season 
birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic documentation. This 
documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions 
regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The 


Kentucky Warbler. 


Abbreviations — County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/’ symbol is 
used in place of “and”; “ba.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the bird was banded; 
“ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was documented with photo- 
graph(s) or video; “au.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was document- 
ed with a voice recording; “+” next to an observer’s initials indicates that written details about 
identification or number were submitted with the report; “m.ob.” within observer initials indicates 
that the observation was seen by multiple observers. “per. comm.” after an observer’s initials 
indicates that the report was personally communicated to the subsequent reporter. Location 
information and observer codes are listed after the report. 


BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING DUCK — 
KBRC review required. There were four 
reports. 2 north of Murray, Calloway, 6 June 
(ph. LSu); 2 west of Henderson, Henderson, 
10-16 June (ph. DSo, m.ob.); 1 in south 
Paducah, McCracken, 14 June (tBDn); and a 
nestbox with 12 hatchlings was noted west 
of Kevil, Ballard, 19 June (RCa). 


Ross’s Goose — There was one report of a 
single bird at Minor Clark, Rowan, 12 June 
(ph. MMc). The bird was seen flying with 
Canada Geese and did not seem injured. 


Black-Bellied Whistling Duck — Henderson Co. 
10 June 2021, David Stone 
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4 June 2021, Pam Spaulding 


Blue-winged Teal — There were three reports. 
3 at Oak Grove, Christian, 1 June (+JHa); up 
to 8 at Morgan Pond, Christian, 1-6 June 
(JHa, SAr); and 2 at Former Camp #11 
Mine, Union, 30 July (+BPa, LMc) 


Lesser Scaup — There was one report of a 
probable summering group of 14 at Lake 
Barkley, Lyon, 29 June (BPa). 


Hooded Merganser — All reports were from 
western Kentucky apart from a flyover-bird 
west of Sadieville, Scott, 26 June (fROc). 5 
at Horseshoe Rd. Sloughs, Henderson, 4 July 
(ph. CCr) were the last reported. 


Ruddy Duck — There were two reports. 1 south 
of Russellville, Logan, 11 June (ph. FLy) 
and | at Lake Barkley, Lyon, 29 June (ph. 
BPa). 


Pied-billed Grebe — There were five reports. 1 
at Barren River Lake, Barren, 11 June (ph. 
+LCr); 1 at Lexington Reservoirs #2 & #3, 
Fayette, 8 July (DSe); 1 at the County 
Lake, Metcalfe, 17 July (ph. RSh); 1 at 
Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 30 July (LMc, m.ob.); 
and 2 at Former Camp #11 Mine, Union, 30 
July (LMc, BPa). 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE — KBRC review 
required. There were reports from two 
locations. 2 in Pleasureville, She/by, 7-12 
June (RRa per. Comm. BPa, ph. BPa, m.ob.) 
and the continuing pair in north Lexington, 
Fayette, that were last reported 3 July (DSv). 
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Black-billed Cuckoo — There were six reports. 
1 in the Red River Gorge, Menifee, 4 June 
(*PBI, ph. CBe, PSp); a continuing bird in 
Garvin Brown Nature Preserve, Jefferson, 
until 5 June (f{MKo); 1 west of Elizabeth- 
town, Hardin, 12 June (¢JWh); 1 southeast 
of Central City, Muhlenberg, 14 June (*BYa, 
MYa); 1 at Shaker Village, Mercer, 20 June 
(*KBu); and 1 at Alexandria Community 
Park, Campbell, 22 June (*CBI). 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird — 35 at 
Sturgeon, Owsley, 13 June (ph. }KEm) was 
the highest number reported. 


Virginia Rail — There was one report of 2 at 
Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 11 June (fJSo). 


American Coot — There were three reports. | 
at Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 4 June (ph. RDe); 1 
on a farm pond east of Murray, Calloway, 12 
June until 24 July (ph. }HCh); 1 at Water- 
front Park, Jefferson, 18-26 July ({MPo). 


Black-necked Stilt — There was one report of a 
single bird at Morgan Pond, Christian, 13 
June (ph. CBI). 


Ruddy Duck — Logan Co. 
11 June 2021, Frank Lyne 


Semipalmated Plover — There were a number 
of late migrants in the early part of June in 
Christian, Mercer, Jefferson, and Hender- 
son. 1—2 were reported at Horseshoe Rd. 
Slough, Henderson, 22—29 June and 4 July 
(ph. ¢CCr) and | single bird at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 28 July (DSo). 
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Upland Sandpiper — There were two reports. 
1 north of Hickman, Fulton, 31 July (tCBI) 
and 1 at Open Pond, Fulton, 31 July (au. 
*CBI). 


Stilt Sandpiper — There was one report of 2 at 
Former Camp #11 Mine (restricted access), 
Union, 30 July (BPa, LMc). 


Least Sandpiper — Henderson Co. 
5 June 2021, Charlie Crawford 


Least Sandpiper — Reported throughout the 
season. 8 at Horseshoe Rd. Slough, Hender- 
son, 4 July (ph. CCr) would indicate the start 
of fall migration with all previous being 1—2 
birds. 40 at Horseshoe Rd. Slough, Hender- 
son, 23 July (ph. CCr) was the highest 
number reported. 


White-rumped Sandpiper — There was one 
report of a single bird at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 22 June (ph. CCr). 


Pectoral Sandpiper — | at Guthrie Lake, Todd, 
14 July (SAr) was the first reported. 


Semipalmated Sandpiper — The remains of 
the spring migration had 23 at Melco, 
Jefferson, 3 June (*BPa), 1 west of Hender- 
son, Henderson, 5 June (KMi) and | at 
Minor Clark, Rowan, 6 June (ZHo). There 
was a single bird at Horseshoe Rd. Slough, 
Henderson, 12 June (ph. CCr) with fall 
migration starting with 1 west of Guthrie, 
Todd, 22 July (CBI). 


Short-billed Dowitcher — There was one 
report of a single bird at Horseshoe Rd. 
Slough, Henderson, 8 July (ph. CCr). 
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Short-billed/Long-billed Dowitcher — There 
were two reports of Dowitchers that couldn’t 
be identified to species, both during what 
would usually be Short-billed season, 1 at 
Petros Pond, Warren, 20 July (PSp, LCr) and 
1 at Former Camp #11, Union, 30 July 
(*BPa, LMc). 


Spotted Sandpiper — Reported through the 
season with continuing breeding at Mt Zion 
Loop Road, Pulaski, 13 June (ph. *RDe). 


Solitary Sandpiper — 1 northwest of Glasgow, 
Barren, 5 June (ph. RSh) was the last of the 
spring migrants. 2 at Equestrian Lakes, 
Shelby, 10 July (ph. MEI) was the first 
reported fall migrant. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — 2 at Horseshoe Rd. Slough, 
Henderson, 16 July (ph. CCr) were the first 
to be reported. 


Willet — There was one report of a single bird 
south of Perryville, Boyle, 18 July (ph. KBi). 


Greater Yellowlegs— 1 at Horseshoe Rd. 
Sloughs, Henderson, 6 July (ph. CCr) was 
the first fall migrant reported. 


White-rumped Sandpiper — Henderson Co. 
22 June 2021, Charlie Crawford 


Ring-billed Gull — 2 on the Ohio River, 
Greenup, 5 June (ZAI) and 2 at Falls of 
Ohio, Jefferson, 7/8 June (TBe/ph. TQu) 
were probably the last of the migrants. 
Reports through the season of summering 
birds were west of Lake Barkley. 100 on 
Lake Barkley, Lyon, 10 July (ph. }DSo) was 
the first major influx of birds into the area. 
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Least Tern — There were no reports from 
known breeding colonies. 1—5 birds were 
reported through the season in Henderson, 
Fulton, and Livingston. 


Caspian Tern — 2 at Falls of the Ohio, Jeffer- 
son, 7/9 June (TBe/*SBr, MBr) were the last 
of the spring birds. There was one report 
from mid-July, 1 on the Ohio river, Jeffer- 
son, 11 July (MPo), with remaining reports 
coming in from Marshall, Jefferson, and 
Calloway, after July 26. 


Sterna sp. — There was one report of a proba- 
ble Forster’s Tern on the Ohio River up- 
stream from Mt. Vernon, Henderson, 20 
June (ph. *CBI). 


Common Loon — There were four reports. 1 on 


the Kentucky River west of Versailles, 
Woodford, 3 June (¢TLm); 3 on Cave Run 
Lake, Bath, 12 June (ph. fMMc); 1 on Cave 
Run Lake, Bath, 9 July (ph. +BWa); and 2 at 
Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 30/31 July (¢ PGi/ 
+RDe). 


WOOD STORK -— There was one report of 4 
in Lincoln 16 July (ph. DBy per. Comm. 
RDe). 


Double-crested Cormorant — 1,000 at LBL, 
Trigg, 11 June (HCh, MEa) was the highest 
number reported. Reports with higher 
numbers during the summer, e.g. 27 on 
Green River Lake, Adair, 24 July (tRDe), 
may require further investigation as it could 
indicate new breeding locations. 


American White Pelican — There were reports 
from 3 locations. 3 at Lake Barkley, Lyon, 
29 June (BPa) with 7 there 26 July (WRo); 1 
at Falls of the Ohio, 14 July (ph. TBe); 1 at 
Ballard WMA, Ballard, 15 July (SRe) with 
20 there 27 July (+JEe) being the first influx 
of fall birds. 


Least Bittern — All reports were from Sinclair, 
Muhlenberg. Those in June and early July 
were of 3 or less birds. 6 there on 30 July 
(*LMc, m.ob.) was the highest number 
reported. 
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Great Egret — 130 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 
7 July (SRe) was the highest number 
reported. 


Snowy Egret — There were reports from 4 
counties. 1 at Melco, Jefferson, 3 June (ph. 
BPa, JWh); in Trigg there was 1 southeast of 
Cadiz, 10 June (BNo), 2 at LBL, 12 June 
(NBr), and 2 southwest of Cadiz, 18 June 
(JAt); 1 north of Hickman, Fulton, 29 July 
(CBI); and 1 at Former Camp #11 Mine, 
Union, 30 July (LMc, BPa). 


3 June 2021, James Wheat 


Little Blue Heron — All June and early July 
reports were from LBL, Trigg/Lyon. By mid- 
July birds were starting to be reported 
elsewhere with | northwest of Lawrence- 
burg, Anderson, 12/16 July (ph. JSo, m.ob./ 
ph. JSo) and 2 at Melco, Jefferson, 17 July 
(BPa, CBe, PBI). 17 at Obion WMA, 
Hickman, 26 July (CBI) was the highest 
number reported. 


Cattle Egret — 1 northwest of Adairville, 
Logan, 2 June (ph. *FLy) was the only 
report away from known breeding areas. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — 21 at Melco, 
Jefferson, 23 July (JWh) was the highest 
number reported. Reports were close to 
known breeding and wintering areas apart 
from 3 at Barren River Lake, Barren, 11 July 
(LCr). 
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Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — Most reports 
are from close to known breeding areas. A 
single juvenile at Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, 
Franklin, 12 July (tGSp, ph. TQu, m.ob.) 
was probably a dispersal from known 
breeding areas. Of note were a mix of adults 
and juvenile birds at Guthrie Lake, Todd, 12 
—16 July (ph +JHa, m.ob.) with a high of 5 
on 13 July (ph. SAr) which may indicate a 
nearby breeding location. 


28 July 2021, John Mann 


ROSEATE SPOONBILL — A single bird was 
reported on Petros Pond west of Bowling 
Green, Warren, 13—25 July (ph TMCe, 
m.ob.) 


Northern Harrier — There were reports from 
three locations. 1 in Allen, 1/4/30 June 
(tGAI); 1 at Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 4/28 June 
(HCh, RDe, MEa/ph. BPa) and 3/4 July 
(BFe/TGr); and 1 at Schochoh, Logan, 4 
June ({DTy, STy). 


Mississippi Kite — Reports were mostly from 
known breeding areas with possible nesting 
in Bowling Green, Warren, needing verifica- 
tion. 24 at Clarks River NWR, Marshall, 14 
June (CBI, HCh) was the highest number 
reported. 


Barn Owl — Birds were reported from Muhlen- 
berg, Logan, Warren, Garrard, Cumberland, 
Union, and Franklin. 


Peregrine Falcon — Reported at known 
breeding locations in Mercer, Jefferson, 
Fayette, Marshall, and Pendleton. Reports of 
interest away from these, were | on the 
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Natcher Bridge over the Ohio River, Da- 
viess, 10 July (fDAy) and 1 northeast of 
Munfordville, Hart, 22 July (+JSo). 


Eastern Wood-Pewee — 18 in DBNF, Laurel, 
16 July (SWs) was the highest number 
reported. 


Willow Flycatcher — 5 at Hisle Farm Park, 
Fayette, 19 June (*LCo) was the highest 
number reported. 


Least Flycatcher — 8 at their breeding grounds 
on Black Mountain, Harlan, 1 June (ph. 
MAu) was the highest number reported. Of 
note was | west of Ashland, Greenup, 25 
June (fAJo). 1 at Schochoh, Logan, 23-28 
July (ph. STy, DTy) was an early migrant. 


Bell’s Vireo — 14 at Sinclair, Muhlenberg, 28 
June (BPa) was the highest number reported. 
The bird on- territory next to Louisville 
Airport, Jefferson, was last reported 25 June 
(*CBI). Other reports of interest include 7 
west of Morgantown, Butler, 4 June (*RDe), 
2 continuing on-territory in north Murray, 
Calloway, until 13 July (+DS1), and 2 
southwest of Bowling Green, Warren, 13-17 
July (ph. au. tJWh, m.ob.). 


Red-eyed Vireo — 62 at Rock Creek-Bell Farm 
Road, McCreary, 25 June (RDe) was the 
highest number reported. 


Bank Swallow — 8 on the Green River, 
Edmonson, 19 June (KDo) may indicate 
breeding in the area. All other reports are 
from known breeding areas. 100 north of 
Glencoe, Gallatin, 4 July (*RCr) was the 
highest number reported. 


Tree Swallow — 350 east of Harrodsburg, 
Mercer, 15 July (*SPe) was the highest 
number reported. 


Barn Swallow — 300 at Somerset, Pulaski, 8 
July (au. AH1) was the highest number 
reported. 


Brown-headed Nuthatch — Birds were 
reported only at the now traditional locale in 
London, Laurel (m. ob.). 


Brown Creeper — There was one report of a 
single bird south of Ashland, Boyd, 3 June 
(*DHo). 
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Sedge Wren — There were reports from two 
locations. 1 at Haley Downs Drive, Lexing- 
ton, 19 July though the season (ph. JPn, 
m.ob.) and | at Former Camp #11 Mine, 
Union, 30 July (LMc, BPa). 


Eastern Bluebird — Extracted from Project 
SOS report (BPe per. comm. ROc): During 
the 2021 nesting season, a total of 491 eggs 
were laid in the 172 bluebird nest boxes, 
with 416 bluebirds fledging (69.5% de- 
crease) at Land Between the Lakes NRA and 
124 bluebird eggs laid in 60 nest boxes, with 
110 birds fledging (75.6% decrease), at Lake 
Barkley SRP. The ratio of bluebirds fledged 
per nest box was 1.8, which stands in stark 
contrast to the 7.5 achieved in the previous 
year. Of note during the 2021 nesting season, 
61 nest boxes at the LBLNRA had no 
nesting attempts by any species; compara- 
tively, six nest boxes had no nesting attempts 
in 2020, four nest boxes had no nesting 
attempts in 2019, 12 nest boxes had no 
nesting attempts in 2018 all indicative of the 
effects of the extreme weather events earlier 
in the year. 


Veery — Reported at known breeding range on 
Black Mountain. 


Swainson’s Thrush — | at Cherokee Park, 
Jefferson, 3 June (MKo) was a tardy spring 
migrant. 


Pine Siskin — Reported from 3 locations. 2/1 in 
Morgantown, Butler, 3/4 June (ph. ¢NCa); 1 
east of Shepherdsville, Bullitt, 6-12 June 
(ph. LMc); and 1 at Schochoh, Logan, 15- 
20 July (¢DTy, STy, RSh). 


Bachman’s Sparrow — Reports (DMo per. 
comm. BPa) were restricted to Fort Camp- 
bell Military Reservation grounds in south- 
ern Trigg. 2 on 22 June, 1 on 15 July, 2 on 
20 July and 1 on 30 July. 


Grasshopper Sparrow — 25 in north Knott 4 
June (NHn) was the highest number report- 
ed. 


Lark Sparrow — Reports from 4 counties. 1 
singing west of Hazel, Calloway, 1 June (ph. 
ALy); 2 at McDonald Landing Road, 
Henderson, 6/28 June (ph. CCr/ph. DSo); 3 
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at Sand Slough, Henderson, 29 June ({KM1); 
1 northwest of Kevil, Ballard, 7 July (*SRe); 
and | east of Bowling Green, Warren, 14 
July (f AGr). 


White-throated Sparrow — There were 3 
reports. 1 was reported in east Louisville, 
Jefferson, until 21 June (fBWr); 1 west of 
Ashland, Greenup, 25 June (fAJo); and 1 in 
south Louisville, Jefferson, 4 July (au. 
+MKa, SWa). 


Dark-eyed Junco — All reports from known 
breeding territory. 8 on Black Mountain, 
Harlan, | June (ph. MAu) was the highest 
number reported. 


Henslow’s Sparrow — Reported in 12 counties 
across the state. Of note were 9 at the 
EastPark Industrial Park, Boyd, 19 June 
(+GEw) and 8 at Clarks River NWR, 
Marshall, 30 June (CBI, HCh). 


Savannah Sparrow — Most reports from 
counties with known breeding areas namely 
Fayette, Woodford, and Oldham. Of interest 
was | singing at Western KY University 
Agricultural Center, Warren, 15 July 
(ph. *BFe). 


Bobolink — 50 at Haley Downs Dr, Fayette, 11 
July (ph. }ROc) was the highest number 
reported. 


Ovenbird — 21 at Wolf Knob DBNE, Whitley, 
19 June (RDe) was the highest number 
reported. 


Grasshopper Sparrow — Pendleton Co. 
29 July 2021, Win Ahrens 
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Golden-winged Warbler — There were four 
reports, three of which were part of the 
Golden-winged Warbler Monitoring Project. 
The independent report was of 3 on Black 
Mountain, Harlan, 1 June (ph. ,MAu). The 
three K.DFWR reports were of 1 in Whitely 8 
June (MPn) and 1-2 birds at two locations in 
Harlan 11 June (MPn). 


Black-and-white Warbler — 15 at Wolf Knob 
DBNF, Whitley, 19 June (RDe) was the 
highest number reported. 


Prothonotary Warbler — 16 at Sloughs 
WMA, Henderson, 4 June (ph. CCr) was the 
highest number reported. 


Swainson’s Warbler — 7 at Red River Gorge, 
Wolfe, 20 June (ph. tJWh) was the highest 
number reported. 


Kentucky Warbler — 12 at Old Fidelity Rd. 
Loop DBNF, McCreary, 5 June (RDe) was 
the highest number reported. 


Common Yellowthroat — 25 at Hisle Farm 
Park, Fayette, 21 July (SWn) was the highest 
number reported. 


Hooded Warbler — 44 at Wolf Knob DBNF, 
Whitley, 19 June (RDe) was the highest 
number reported. 


American Redstart — 14 at Old Fidelity Rd. 
Loop DBNF, McCreary, 5 June (*RDe) was 
the highest number reported. 


Cerulean Warbler — 33 at Wolf Knob DBNF, 
Whitley, 19 June (ph. tRDe) was the highest 
number reported. 
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Magnolia Warbler — There was one report of 
a single bird at Fox Run Course, Kenton, 31 
July (RCr). 


Blackburnian Warbler — There were three 
reports. 1 east of Pineville, Be//, 1 June 
(MAu); 1 on Black Mountain, Harlan, | 
June (MAu); and 1 at Jenkins, Letcher, 1/12 
June (MHn). 


Chestnut-sided Warbler — 5 at Big Black 
Mountain, Harlan, | June (ph. MAu) was 
the highest number reported. All reports 
were from known breeding areas. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — There were 
reports from two locations. 2/5 on Black 
Mountain, Harlan, 1 June/1 July (MAu/JHI) 
and 4 at Bad Branch SNP, Letcher, 22 June 
(GRh). 


Canada Warbler — There were two reports. 1 
at the usual breeding location on Black 
Mountain, Harlan, 1 June (MAu) and a 
surprising | at LBL, Trigg, 16 June (ph. 
TALy). 


Scarlet Tanager — 32 at Wolf Knob DBNF, 
Whitley, 19 June (RDe) was the highest 
number reported. 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak — 2 in Ballard 
WMA, Ballard, 4 June ({DPu) were the last 
reported outside of known breeding areas in 
Boone and Harlan. 10 southwest of Burling- 
ton, Boone, 4 July (ph. *KCi, JCi) was the 
highest number reported. 


Dickcissel — 30 at Haley Downs Dr, Fayette, 
23 July (ph. KBu) was the highest number 
reported. 
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LOCATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (/alics indicate a county name) 


Most locations are based on their eBird Hotspot Name 


Barren River Lake, A/len/Barren (unless 


otherwise noted) 


DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest 
KDFWR = Kentucky Department of Fish and 


Wildlife Resources 


LBL = Land Between the Lakes National 


Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 


Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, 


Jefferson 


KEY TO OBSERVER CODES 


AGr — Adam Green 
AHi — Asher Higgins 
AJo — Alyssa Jones 
ALy — Andrew Lydeard 
BDn — Bill Derington 
BFe — Blaine Ferrell 
BNo — Brandon Nooner 


BPa — Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


BPe — Bob Peak 

BWa — Bob Watson 
BWr — Barbara Woerner 
BYa-— Ben Yandell 
CBe — Carol Besse 

CBI — Clay Bliznick 
CCr — Charlie Crawford 
DAy — David Ayer 
DBy — Dirk Bradley 
DHo — Dorothy Hoffman 
DMo — Daniel Moss 
DPu — Debra Puckett 
DSe — Dan Stone 

DSi — Damien Simbeck 
DSo — David Stone 
DTy — Debby Tyson 
FLy — Frank Lyne 

GAI — Gwen Alston 
GEw — Gil Ewing 

GRh — Garrett Rhyne 
GSp — Gary Sprandel 


Rowan 


Minor Clark = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, 


NP = National Park 


Sinclair = Peabody WMA, Sinclair Unit, 
Muhlenberg 


SP = State Park 


SRP = State Resort Park 


WMA = Wildlife Management Area 


Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Russell 


HCh — Hap Chambers 

JAt — Jenna Atma 

JCi-— Joey Caminiti 

JEe — Jacob Eldridge 

JHa — Joseph Hall 

JHI — Jacob Hall 

JPn — Jeremiah Patton 

JSo — Jeff Sole 

JWh — James Wheat 

KBi — Kyle Bixler 

KBu — Katey Buster 

KCi — Kathy Caminiti 
KDo — Kirk Doerger 
KEm — Katrina Emerson 
KM1 — Keith Michalski 
LCo — Lisa Combs 

LCr — Linda Craiger 

LMc — Lindsey McMahon 
LSu — Laura Sullivan-Beckers 
MAu — Michael Autin 
MBr — Meg Brown 

MCe — Mary Beth Carlisle 
MEI — Mark Elkins 

MHnh — Martina Hines 
MKa — Meghan Kahn 
MKo — Maria Koukoulas 
MMc — Mark McShane 
MPn — Michael Patton 
MPo — Marnie Pomeroy 


5 a de a A 


MYa-— Mary Yandell 
NCa — Nancy Cardwell 
NBr — Nancy Braun 
NHn — Nate Hooven 

PBI — Pat Bell 

PSp — Pam Spaulding 
RCa — Richard Campbell 
RCr — Rodney Crice 
RDe — Roseanna Denton 
ROc — Ronan O’Carra 
RRa — Reuben Raber 
RSh — Rickey Shive 

SAr — Sharon Arnold 
SBr — Steve Brown 

SPe — Sydney Penner 
SRe — Scott Record 

STy — Steve Tyson 

SWa — Sean Ward 

SWn — Steve Wilson 
SWs — Sean Walters 
TBe — Tommy Becker 
TGr — Teresa Graham 
TLm — Todd Leatherman 
TQu — Tommy Quarles 
WRo — W. Douglas Robinson 
ZAI — Zachary Allen 
ZHo — Zachary Howard 
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KOS SPRING 2021 VIRTUAL MEETING 
JUNE 46, 2021 


Hopes were high for returning to live meetings, but with an abundance of caution, the Kentucky 
Ornithological Society (KOS) board voted to meet virtually for the 2021 spring meeting. The 
virtual get-together needed time for preparation and as such was run in June. In lieu of the usual 
in-person meeting some in-person field trips were run late April and were documented in the pre- 
vious issue. Meeting content was accessed through the KOS website and featured videos, slide 
shows, and a live-streamed keynote address. 


Virtual Weekend Summary 


There were several features that ran every day. Bird photos were submitted by birders from 
around the state and compiled by Meg Brown. Day | featured pictures taken in March, Day 2 — 
April, and Day 3 — May and June. She was thrilled with the number and quality of the photos. 
Steve Kistler provided a challenging bird quiz for each day of the meeting. A popular tournament 
highlighted 32 birds vying for the title of Kentucky’s Favorite Breeding Bird. Participants voted 
every day until the winner was announced on Sunday. You could also read summaries of the 
April field trips at different locations throughout the state and visit the Young Birder’s Zone for 
kids’ content. 


Day 1 of the meeting began with a message from 
KOS President, James Wheat, welcoming visitors. 
Pam Spaulding created a delightful compilation of 
photos by various photographers in a video entitled 
Birding with a Camera. Kate Slankard, avian biolo- 
gist with the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wild- 
life Resources, shared a video about their work: Ken- 
tucky Non-game Bird Program: Raptors, Songbirds, 
Nightjars, Vultures, Corvids. Doug Wechsler, chil- 
dren’s book author and wildlife photographer, pre- 
pared a video about the importance of seasonal wet- 
lands to birds and other wildlife: Pools, Potholes, and 
Playas. Janet Kistler, retired teacher, provided a 
slideshow for young birders: We Love Bluebirds. 


Day 2 included research by a Burt Monroe Jr. Avian 
Research Grant recipient. Maggie Anderson reported 
on her studies: An Examination of Nest Predation of 
Prairie Warblers on a Reclaimed Surface Mine in 
Kentucky. Hap Chambers contributed a video about Willow Flycatcher — Muhlenberg Co. 
Kentucky’s two National Wildlife Refuges, Clark’s 4 June 2021, Roseanna Denton 
River NWR and Green River NWR. Steve Kistler 

prepared a Treasurer’s Report to provide members with information about KOS finances. 


On Saturday evening, members were invited to attend a live keynote address by Rick Wright via 
Google Meet. Rick is a widely published author and sought-after speaker. He leads birding/art 
trips for Victor Emanuel Nature Tours and is the book review editor at Birding magazine. After 
an introduction by James Wheat, we enjoyed Rick’s talk: Discovering Kentucky’s Sparrows. It 
was an informative and entertaining look at the history of sparrow identification and how that 
history can help us in our own encounters with these little brown birds. 
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Day 3 included Janet and Steve Kistler’s Wildflower Walk, which highlighted a trail at Mammoth 
Cave National Park. Clay Bliznick, a Burt Monroe grant recipient, described his graduate school 
research in a video: Using Modeling to Investigate the Factors Driving Avian Diversity in Urban 
Ecosystems. Graham Gerdeman, author of the video series, Nashville Birder, entertained us with 
an informative video about Winter Finches you might see in this area. 


The meeting organizers were delighted with the content and the response from participants. The 
Red-headed Woodpecker was named Kentucky’s Favorite Breeding Bird and members reported 
138 species from their weekend birding jaunts. We want to thank everyone who contributed in 
any way. 


We especially want to commend the meeting committee: Steve Brown, Meg Brown, James 
Wheat, Teresa Noel, Steve Kistler, and Janet Kistler. The meeting would not have been possible 
without the tireless work of the committee and contributors. If you missed it, you can still enjoy 
the meeting content through the KOS website (birdky.org). 


KOS VIRTUAL SPRING MEETING 2021 WEEKEND STATEWIDE BIRD LIST 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Least Bittern American Kestrel 
Canada Goose Great Blue Heron Peregrine Falcon 
Wood Duck Great Egret Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Blue-winged Teal Cattle Egret Acadian Flycatcher 
Mallard Green Heron Willow Flycatcher 
Hooded Merganser Black-crowned Night-Heron — Eastern Phoebe 
Northern Bobwhite Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Great Crested Flycatcher 
Wild Turkey Black Vulture Eastern Kingbird 
Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) Turkey Vulture White-eyed Vireo 
Eurasian Collared-Dove Osprey Bell's Vireo 
White-winged Dove Mississippi Kite Yellow-throated Vireo 
Mourning Dove Northern Harrier Blue-headed Vireo 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Cooper's Hawk Warbling Vireo 
Black-billed Cuckoo Bald Eagle Red-eyed Vireo 
Common Nighthawk Red-shouldered Hawk Loggerhead Shrike 
Chuck-will's-widow Broad-winged Hawk Blue Jay 

Eastern Whip-poor-will Red-tailed Hawk American Crow 
Chimney Swift Barn Owl Fish Crow 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird Great Horned Owl Carolina Chickadee 
American Coot Barred Owl Tufted Titmouse 
Killdeer Belted Kingfisher Horned Lark 

Least Sandpiper Red-headed Woodpecker Northern Rough-winged 
Spotted Sandpiper Red-bellied Woodpecker Swallow 

Solitary Sandpiper Downy Woodpecker Purple Martin 
Ring-billed Gull Hairy Woodpecker Tree Swallow 

Least Tern Pileated Woodpecker Bank Swallow 
Double-crested Cormorant Northern Flicker Barn Swallow 
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Cliff Swallow 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
House Wren 

Carolina Wren 
European Starling 

Gray Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 
Northern Mockingbird 
Eastern Bluebird 

Wood Thrush 
American Robin 

Cedar Waxwing 

House Sparrow 

House Finch 

Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
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Field Sparrow 

Lark Sparrow 
Henslow's Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

Eastern Towhee 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Bobolink 

Eastern Meadowlark 
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Common Grackle 
Ovenbird 

Worm-eating Warbler 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Swainson's Warbler 


OOOO OF 
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Kentucky Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
American Redstart 
Cerulean Warbler 
Northern Parula 

Yellow Warbler 

Pine Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 


Black-throated Green Warbler 


Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 

Indigo Bunting 
Dickcissel 


Least Sandpipers — Henderson Co. 
23 July 2021, Charlie Crawford 
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KOS FALL 2021 MEMBERS’ MEETING 


SEPTEMBER 17-19, 2021 


The Kentucky Ornithological Society (KOS) leadership made plans to have an in-person meeting 
at Kentucky Dam Village State Park from September 17—19, 2021. However, with an upsurge in 
Covid-19 cases around the state, they reluctantly decided to modify plans — cancelling all indoor 
meetings but maintaining the field trips. 


Rather than sticking to the preset schedule of field trips, they opted to determine destinations and 
leaders after soliciting interest from participants. The trips included group walks and a big sit. 
Everyone enjoyed the camaraderie of birding during fall migration. Here’s a field report provided 
by James Wheat: 


This weekend's KOS field trips were interesting and well worth the few raindrops we felt 
during the past three days. Nineteen members and four guests ventured into four counties 
in western Kentucky: Livingston, Lyon, Marshall, and Trigg. 


We enjoyed visits to numerous places including Green Turtle Bay, Kentucky Lake Scenic 
Drive, Jonathan Creek Embayment, Kentucky Dam Village SRP, and various hotspots on 
the Land Between the Lakes, as well as the Dams. There were a few interesting gulls and 
shorebirds, and a nice array of passerines, particularly warblers. (See complete list of 
birds below, a total of 129 species.) 


KOS Board Elections 


At the KOS Fall Meetings, elections are held for the slate of candidates to serve on the KOS 
Board of Directors. Because all indoor activities were cancelled and the in-person vote could not 
be held, ballots were sent to KOS members by email. James Wheat, KOS President, announced 
the results, with 95 KOS members voting to approve the Slate of Candidates: 


Kentucky Ornithological Society — Slate of Candidates Approved, Fall 2021 
Officers: 


President — James Wheat, Taylorsville 

Vice President — Jeremy Teague, Calvert City (new) 
Corresponding Secretary — Debby Tyson, Adairville 
Treasurer — Steve Kistler, Munfordville 

Recording Secretary — Janet Kistler, Munfordville 


Curator — Brainard Palmer-Ball Jr., Louisville 


Councillors: 
e Nancy Braun, Lexington (completing Jeremy Teague’s term) (2019-2022) (new) 
e Ray Bontrager, Monticello (2019-2022) 
e JoAnn Bochmann, Beckham Bird Club Representative, Louisville (2019-2022) 
Meg Brown, Louisville (2020-2023) 
Steve Brown, Louisville (2020—2023) 
Carol Besse, Louisville (2021—2024) (new) 
Donna Stricklin, Madisonville (202 1—2024) (new) 


Past President — Jeff Sole, Frankfort 
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James Wheat: “On behalf of the Board, we'd like to recognize the outgoing Board members and 
thank them for their service to the organization: Teresa Noel, retiring Vice President, Clay 
Bliznick and Mary Yandell, retiring Councillors. It's been a pleasure serving on the Board with 
each of you, and we certainly hope you will stay in touch and, to the extent your proximity al- 
lows, stay active in KOS! Let's hope 2022 sees us all able to get out for birding, and to meet in 
person for Board meetings and the Spring and Fall Membership meetings.” 


Tree Swallow — Logan Co. 
1 June 2021, Steve Tyson 


KOS FALL 2021 MEETING BIRD LIST 


Birds Reported in Livingston, Lyon, Marshall, and Trigg Counties. To see a breakdown for each 
county, go to the KOS website birdky. org 


Canada Goose 

Wood Duck 

Blue-winged Teal 

Mallard 

Wild Turkey 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Black-bellied Plover 
Semipalmated Plover 
Killdeer 

Stilt Sandpiper 


Sanderling 

Least Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Wilson's Snipe 

Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Sabine's Gull 

Laughing Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 

Herring Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 


Caspian Tern 

Forster's Tern 
Double-crested Cormorant 
American White Pelican 
Great Blue Heron 

Great Egret 

Snowy Egret 

Little Blue Heron 

Cattle Egret 

Green Heron 

Black Vulture 

Turkey Vulture 

Osprey 

Cooper's Hawk 

Bald Eagle 


2021 


Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Barred Owl 

Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Acadian Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 

Eastern Phoebe 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird 
White-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 

Blue Jay 


The Kentucky Warbler 


American Crow 
Fish Crow 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 


Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow 


Barn Swallow 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
House Wren 

Carolina Wren 
European Starling 
Gray Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 
Northern Mockingbird 
Eastern Bluebird 
Swainson's Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
American Robin 
Cedar Waxwing 
House Sparrow 

House Finch 
American Goldfinch 
Chipping Sparrow 
Eastern Towhee 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Common Grackle 
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Ovenbird 

Worm-eating Warbler 
Golden-winged Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Kentucky Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
American Redstart 
Northern Parula 
Magnolia Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Palm Warbler 

Pine Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 
Summer Tanager 

Scarlet Tanager 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 

Indigo Bunting 


Sedge Wren — Fayette Co. 
25 July 2021, Katey Buster 
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Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Available 


The Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor the 
memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions of Ginny and her hus- 
band, Wendell, to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The scholarship 
is available to birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. The Fund will pay 
tuition and travel to attend an American Birding Association (ABA) Summer Camp. Details about 
the ABA camps can be found on the ABA website. 


To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the form found on the KOS web- 
site (https://birdky.org/fundvwkingsolver.php); write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he 


or she wants to attend; and include a brief recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. 
Applications should be sent to Carol Besse (csbesse@bellsouth.net). Recipients will be asked to 
report on their camp experience either in person to their local bird club, to KOS at a meeting, or in 
writing. Scholarship applications are due by May | each year, however grants will be subject to 
ABA camp’s space availability. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with mon- 
etary awards of up to $5000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website 


(https://birdky.org/fundburtmonroejr.php) or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 40601 


(kate.slankard@ky. gov). 


Recipients of KOS grants are expected to submit research articles or summary reports, which will 
be published in future issues of The Kentucky Warbler. 


2020 Grant recipients’ presentations: 

e Maggie Anderson, University of the Cumberlands, 4n Examination of Nest Predation of 
Prairie Warblers on a Reclaimed Surface Mine in Kentucky. 
Link: https://youtu. be/g6xHY PgzwFE 


e §=©Clay Bliznick, Murray State University, Using Modeling to Investigate the Factors Driving 
Avian Diversity in Urban Ecosystems. 
Link: https://youtu. be/jbSSTIHxNwp0 


2021 Grant recipients: 


e Kenton Sena and John Cox faculty at the UK Department of Forestry — For the Birds? As- 
sessing avian use of forested areas. This project focuses on the importance of urban refor- 
estation and measuring bird response to it. Plans include using acoustic devices (audio re- 
corders) as a means to count the birds and subsequent modelling of bird response to changes 
in habitat characteristics. 


e ~—- Phillip Kavouriaris, graduate (M.S.) student, advised by Andrea Darracq at Murray State 
University — Assessing the Life History and Ecological Role of Black Vultures in Kentucky. 
This project involves getting better life history information for Black Vultures in Kentucky 
through satellite tracking and investigations on nesting ecology. 
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Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports the education of children in the deeper 
appreciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of up to $5000, 
visit the KOS website (https://birdky.org/fundannestamm.php) or contact Scott Marsh by mail at 
4401 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY, 40509, or via email at 


(SMarsh@Clayingels.com). 


2021 Grant recipient: 

e Shawchyi Vorisek on behalf of YesArts. The group was working in partnership with 
the Frankfort Audubon Society and Wild Birds Unlimited, Frankfort to establish a 
camp for youth in the Frankfort area: Bird's Eye View — Birding Basics. Grant covered 
supplies, birding kits for the participants, and administration/staffing costs. 


Gordon Wilson Fund Grants Available 


The Gordon Wilson Fund was established in honor of Dr. Gordon Wilson, respected Kentucky 
ornithologist and one of the three founders of KOS. Grants of up to $5,000 may be requested to 
fund research, publication costs, and environmental education projects. Members of the Society 
will receive preference for funding, but others are encouraged to apply. For guidelines on how to 


apply, visit the KOS website (https://birdky. org/fundgordonwilson.php) or contact Jeremy 
Teague by mail at 379 Sir Charles Court, Calvert City, KY, 42029-7519, or via email at 


(jeremy.teague@birdky.org). 
2020 Grant Recipient: 


e David Brown, Eastern Kentucky University, Bald Eagle Distribution and Habitat Selection 
in Kentucky. This is an ongoing project that is close to completion that involves creating a 
spatial model predicting suitable Bald Eagle nesting habitat in Kentucky and projecting 
future population growth. 


Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky (3rd ed.) now available. 


7 \nnote2 ted acklict 
By Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. Annotated Checklist 


Kentucky Ornithological Society 


Qirde « Kantiicl 
IFAS of KENTUCKY 


Paperback 276 pages. 1 August 2019. 


“The 3rd edition of the Annotated Checklist of the Birds of 
Kentucky updates the status and abundance of 390 species that 
have been documented to have occurred in Kentucky. The 3rd 
edition has been expanded to include more detailed lists of 
county distribution of many less common species. Included in 
species descriptions are brief summaries of status, distribution, 
seasonal occurrence, and abundance.” 


— Kentucky Ornithological Society website. 


This important reference is available at meetings of the society, through Aerio Book Sales 
(https://aerbook.com/maker/productcard-4886075-6955.html) and wherever books are sold. 
. ee a 
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Bobolink — Jessamine Co. as we —s = 
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Northern Bobwhite — Oldham Co. 
1 June 2021, Win Ahrens 


13 June 2021, Christine Hayden 


“a 


Red-headed Woodpecker — Logan Co. 


24 July 2021, Steve Tyson 
Black-and-white Warbler — Metcalfe Co. 
10 July 2021, Rickey Shive 


Cerulean Warbler — Boone Co. 
2 July 2021, Ezekiel Dobson 


Barred Owl — Jefferson Co. 
12 June 2021, David Bailey 


